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the Collge ws closed by the
Communiss in 1948 As 3 re-
s, the Bularian Assumpio-
nists were tolly without
funds. The French Assumpio-
s tried to helpthem by sen-
ing money throughtheFrench
delegation InJun. 952.r.Ps-
Vel commented on the arrest
ind condemnation of several
prests and wrote -“Moy God'
‘il be done We aweit our "
He was arrested 3 monthacer
Everyone who knew him 3p-
precited s pecy. s sense of
Rumor,his deep fith i ecu-
menial spir, his bravery
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£ the three Assumptio
st martyrs, Robert
Mashew Chchor (who
ook the rame osphatas an As-
sumptonist) was the odest He
s born i Plowd, February 9,

1884 His amily was 3 arge one
of fervent L rite Catholcs
He encered the Assumprionist
minor seminay atAdranopols
when he was any rine.He did
o his grammr school and

high school seudies there, He
was ony sixteen when he en
ered the Assunptionist nov.
it 3t Panarai i ke Api
24, 1900, He was ordaned 3
pries inthe L rice oy 11,
1509,3¢ Maines n Belgum 1
ter having studied phiosophy
nd theoiogy st Lowin

Backin Bugari.he aughc S
Augusine Colge n Povdand
¢ S¢ Michae College i Vars.
He wasalso Superor of the mi-
nor semnaryof St Cyrd and
Methodius ntambol Ho served
25 pastor of the it Parish i
Yambol3nd was chapain o the
Oblate Sisers of the Assump-
o Late h recurned oVarma,
a5 the Superior 1937, and ser
ved here unl e was arrested
n December 1981 by the Com-
monis i

Fewas man who bubtld over
withsciiy and 3 man of enr.
mous erudion, e musican,
in sloquent prescher. 3 good
educator vl 3nd wih 3 e
sense of humor. He expanded
theYimbol semiary o ccom-
modate thirty semiarians for
both e, Laon nd Byzantne.
S, celsbratn th iurgy one
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THE MA E T8 |
BULGA TS

By Pierre Gallay
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week i Stvonic nd he nextin
L. In order to cope with he
francal nds o th huseeor-
gonzed fund.risg campaigns
nd gt French o teachrs,
il servantsandoficersof e
Bugain Army. Aenie o
ares,he had 3 radio recenver
nd s movie projctor nsaled
ttheYambol semiary. 1o show
the popar ‘Pach-Biby” s A
very fchery educator, he was
503 trve storyelle Ho dazz-
e his youngfrinds with sto-
e, making tham sing tsching
them 0 pray.

Atvarn, he unched s Frnco-
Bulgarian clob tht had more
than 150 members, most of
them students o Advanced B-
sines Sudes,the town being 3
pore on the Blck Sex. He was
Sien the host of Bahop Ron.
il future Pope john XXl
then Apostolc Vistator n Bl
girin who lked o drop by 03
st In 1949, Bishop Eugene
Bosslkor spponted i 10 the
Lt parish ofverma He workad
hard to run the parish, whie
actvelywiding o the-Fokdon-
ek, 3 It magszine.for

Cathole Bgrans.
Fis e coud be summrized i
v shor sencences ke from
Slectr he wrote n 1930:"We
seck 0 do 0 wel o we conwhot
is epeced of us i rder o sonc
fy ouseves witot puttng on
s and snother o 1941 1
conssureyoudeor and Reerend
Fths ot e do ot orgt o e
o good e even thaugh we
ar corsonly mohed with young
eope token up wih s word

o the end e esentol s 0
tain God by g for o he et
sinciderar
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the Byzanine Svonic i, but
inthe 136 century,merchints
from Ragus mroduced the s
i it Lter, copper workers
from Saxony broughtthe Latin
rite wih them and in 1595
Pope Clement Il mamed 3 La
i it bishop, Peter Solinae.

But the Orthodox Bulgarisns
and theTurks had o tolerance

for Lt e Ctholics I 1688,
the Trks klled 3 the Catalc
priests and manyofthe it
Because they had called upon
Westen powers o sarca
ade sginst the Ottoman E.
pre A low vilges remiined Ca.
holi,especal in Plovd in
the South, nd in the North
long he Danube

Ther, much aersomecting i
portant appened a kindof
Gonalistic. wikening in the

18605 ave rise to 3 Catholic
group that was Byzancine.
Sivric rather than Lt Too
thousand Orthodox Bulgrisrs
joined the Roman Citholic
Church while keeping thir
Thei eader Archishop foseph
Sokolsiwas ordained by Pope
Pis IX in Rome on April 14,
1861, He was kidnspped by 3
Russian agenc and imprisoned
in an Orchodox monastery in
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A MILLENIUM OF CHRISTIANITY

It was fi

received bap!

ks with Rome

broke down e he

schism  between
Rome and Constncinople n
1054 This church however dd
ot e benged by the Greeks
and from 1204t 1393 crested
5 own Patarchate st Timoro.
Under the Torkish occuption,
which slowed _conguered
peopies to mainain their own
Telgon. the Bulgaran church

N church imitc

d his wh
m in 865. As

vas gined by the Pararchace
of Consuninople.The lturgy
o ued Gresk rather than S
vonic 5ol e Blgran mornas
teris such 33 that of San fohn
of i kepe the melcualand
artstic wadtions of the Bugt-
ian pecple aive.

Buluran Chistany od o des
with the Bogomi moveme.
Sarted i the tenchcancry by
S pries o that name.Though

rali

1860 v

The natic

i the

n the hands of a Byzantine
at Boris ar

1 result, the
Byzantine

conderned 36 3 heresy by the
Bugaran Churchin 121 cne-
vertheless spread through the
Balans for e cenuries g
e by Manicheism,t pposed
ghtand darnes, good nd e
The faichul were dided nto
“the prkct nd the“sudtrs
The Cathari heresy of the
French Aligesians orgnaed
wih the Bogomis.

The Bulgarian church was of

swakening in the

15 at the origin of

a Catholic group of the

Byzantine-Slavonic rite.

-

€
o

-
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Kiew, where he died twenty
years aer

Bulgarian Catholcs ofboth By
Zantine Savonie and L s
were simost liminsted afer
the Balkan Wars (19121913)
and Workd War | (1914-1918).
Bishop Roncal, the fuure o
XXl wa sent to Bulgaria in
1925 by Pius XI <o be their
Apostalic Visator and,ate,
Apostolic Delegre

A the end of World War I in
1945, Blgarian Cathoics num-
bered only 57000 ess tan 1%
ofthe population About 6000
were of the Byzantne Sivonic
Fite.3nd the rest were of the
Lt i
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THE ASSUMPTIONISTS

ounded i 150 by Fthr Emmansel dzon, Vi Gl o the docese of
Vine and Detor of Acumpin Cllgethere (vce o rome
Ksumptoniss he Reious o the Assampion, a6 knows o Agustirians of
the Asumption, bt nety 1000, st in 2 coutcs f o, ot and
South mrca, A, A and Oceare
Dl 5. Augsin they s ot the i, prayrand apostalate
Comminiy. Sone o thom e e engones, Sopetmatn ounalSs s
e mciaie,phrmape o o s capobt, PR
et s e Pt hink ot o e of hout
2 cion, s of s et e and v o, between
Crisirs s vl
I Fance tey et the st Cthol i nterprie By e, wich
b S newsape 1 o a5 wel 35 the P maive P €1
Bl snd 3 oo of ogacos o the youn and <. Spad o s
Chashed bances i some e couns o the U3 o Hon Kong. n oot
oy et Nt pblig e and 1 e U tey own Tty i
Pltions” ad Te Cathlk Dt They s agomed the st g sl
o plyinages 1 te oy Lo and Lo, ngiing i 1873, A hey hve
e, s o,  mambr o schs and g one o whch  sumpion
lege o s, W, the U S, ey with 5,00 oers.
N demie of o nExrsEope e ey onc were vy -
It bttt decimate by Pk, ey s now Ropeng conmntis n 7
o Roaria and Sl =y
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
ABOUT THIS ADVENTURE

Afim Anlustated acount sumptin, Religos istess o the A

sumption Requests o opies should
besent o o misianae de 4
samplon, 79 aveue Desfert che
e, 75014 Prs - RANC)

e Bollons Guced T Blgran
Chuchinthesiorm’, 56 i
pot by e SAWVAGEO and ar-
Ange0ONE bout he s, il and
execton o the thie Assumptons
elgousand oo sbou e nthe i
son and dth cams.

Video s PAL

Mooy recoveed by s el
Ao e, 2002, 40 p, Etionsdu signe
5 miutes o e imof e 1952
Communst ol ogist e ol A quartely mgine
prsts” “Chsompton_ et
Tonage fimed by he ugron o seseoes” amo
rns athories o 1952t e o the
he il ogast he ool rests Fenh province
whes he Preiden o the Trbun ety pobishes
pronouncesh deshsenences. news sbout ol
th relgs o
Abook e of heAs
“Ihe Asumptonsts - Fom post o surpion: Assmpiais,0kie s
presear, by ucn Gissard. 2002, e of the Asanpion, it St
140p, BoyadPblatonsCentron. o he s, O he -

oo S g amttion Akt

Bayard service Edition

CONRE < ALES - EOHERRANIE Sovoie Tchmol 73375 L Bourge i France Tl 04792 1660 3 047926 1670
a2 e o s o
g o et B S o 2
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hese three Bulgaran As
sumptionists, men of ther

i, eductors and peace.
makers for the unty of the
Churches and the dfferencrees | -

of the Catholc church were -
‘executed durng he gt of No-

Vember 111121952 i the pr
son o Sofa (Bulgaria) because
of htred of thee fait and of
theic popuari

They were decred martyrs of
the fith on Ape 23,2002 and
beaed b Pope o Paul | on

My 26,2002 n Plovl (Bulgs-
)

Kamen Tasen
Buvien Jikmaxon

e s i

T -
==
=

Vocaga
nmmkos
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INFORMATION ON BULGARIA

\ccording jocuments of the idle
Ages, the word "Bulgarian” is to be linked
river. Others suggest that it
s from the verb "boul
1S ix. Others mair i’
translation of "Bulgarian” is in fact

pecple

o
ot know whee o o Bugs
i o the map. mounainous
oty with g el
i¢is I the Baans, where
Greeks B Tk o
soavins have strugged for
or ha a oy On s
ot vl was te prtion
o Macedons. Bugns b e

pescedylos tis territory. s0
Bulgarions today hrdly expect
o recover i Bugarshas now
shout 82 millon nhabiants
s 111,000 k. with  bichrate.
whichis infree all since 1990
“The Bularn Ste vas founded
in 681 by Kran Asparouch Ruer
of the proto Bugaianshefor-
8543 von with th Savs These
o peoples intermising wich
h Thracir,the cdes seers
o the erricory formed th B
girn raon

A times durin s hiscoy, Bul
g3 was 3 greatration 1nd had
i cars, s Tounding thers
Caar Boris who regned from
852 uncl 869 3nd Crar Simeon,
cknamed the Bugaran Chr.

lemagne,who reiged from 893
ol 327 ewas under Crar Bo.
s Bl became Chriscn.

Invention of the Cyrillic
aiphabet

Ies on of the gloriesof Bufgs
i that e roduced o Kiewin
the Usraine the Cyrilic spha-
bec.dhacis th Siv alphabec or
Savoric, nvnted by Sanes C.
land Mechodius At resl of
Vst migracions. the Bulgrians
arepare Siavand parc Tk they
ad priods ofspendor 1o the
poin of resng fee from the
pover o Branium.In he 136
Century Bugas sretched from
th Black S o the Adratic 0
theAegean
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BER 11, 1952, at 11:30 pm.. n the central prison of Sofia, capital of
Bulgaria, three Bulgarian Assumptionists, Fathers Kamen Vitchew, Pavel
Diidiov and Josaphat Chichkov, were shot by a firing squad. At the same
time, a Bulgarian bishop, a Passionist, Eugene Bosslkov, was also shot. Allfour
had been condemned to death on October 3. during  trumped-up tial, accused
of spying for the Vatican. plotting an uprising and being agents of capitalism.
Bishop Bossilkov was beatifid by Pope lohn Paul I, but the canonization
process of the three Assumptionists was notintroduced at the same time because
of the risk of agaravating the situation of another fifteen Assumptionists in Bulgaria
‘who had themselves been in prison or were still exercising some ministry while
being closely watched by the Bulgarian political police, s ordered by Moscow.

For many years, the date of their execution was unknown
Paocssectsbaiong. ecause the archives of the Bulgarian Ministy of the Interior
i could not be consulted uniilthe collapse of Communism.

The bodies ofthe four martyrs were never found, They had
been buried in a common grave.

‘Countless were the testimonials of the holiness and
martyrdom of these men of God... On November 11, 2000 in
Plovdiv; the alumni of St. Augustine College, the famous
Assumptionist college there. with the help of the municipality
erected a satue to commemorate their martyrdom,

ccusecr chegeniis

To understand today what happened in 1952, we must lear
Something about bulgari, about Bulgarian Christanity, about
the Assumptionist presence in that country since 1863 and
about the three Assumptionists who died for their faith during
 November night in 19
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Sinc s indapendence n 1878,
Bulgarias hstory has been one
of uphesvl 3 Ballan war in
813, the Trety of Neuly in
1919y whih o Macedo-
. the allance with Nari Ger.
Inanyfrom 1941 to 194 the .
cupition by Soviet forces from
Sepcamber 1944 to the end of
1947 Alredy in 1946 the Bl

garisn Commuris party came
ot powe,caling hsel apor
putr democracy”The consttu-
tion was endiely based on that
of the USSR, with al rat that
meanc “pecple’s courts” which
condemned 2700 people to
desth concentration camps
{10000 potical prisones) nd
purges wihin the Communist
pary sell (0% o its mem.

bers), fve-yarpans and cense
Russiicition

Moreove,the Bugaria secrec
polce.as 3narmed branch of e
Sovir KGB was responsble for
mary despable nd tolerste
Sctions. This recent history -
fows us o undersand becter
how the Communit regime
ied o destry Blaran s
tiany
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BULGARIA

gyre—

But el amarchy dsmembered
the country,whih came under
Torksh .k st b sd that
the Christan fach s what hel-
ped Bugarians preserve thir
{dency for fve centuries und
1678 when i bocame ndepen-
dene thinks to Russs which de.

feated the Turks Bularians e
s et graceu o the Rus.
sans for this Bu 3 strong .
noryof 12 mion Moser s 51
Pl the counry Despie e
fors of the Communist re.
gime.which ried o change a1
theTurkish rames o Bulgaran.

Y oo

the minri i 0 very ch
e, Some o he grstrames
of Buguran Iersore30d -
e desrv  be menioned -
Dazor () H Bote ot
Z Sopdies aner) Paorov
{post, s yrt 1 M.
s 30 St jo of R
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Insuking crctures ustrted
Communit papers. Al church
foods and real estate were
Confucated Prests were arested
ind were sentanced to prison.

A mock trial
Alreadyin December 1951, Fa-
the Joiaphat Chichbov was ar.
rested. Acour am. oy 41952
four o five membersof the se.
cret plie enered the Ploviv
seminary and arrested Fathers
Kamen'Vitchev nd Pavl Djc-

jovThey proceeded to search
the houke from top to baom.
Allwas now i pace for 2 mock
il The ce of accusaion 3p-
peared in the newspaper of
September 16.The tral began
on September 29. The sen-
tences were gven October 3,
219 pm Among the accused,
four were. condemned <o

death : Bishop Bossilkow and
thee Assumptionss from Ni-
copoli - Kamen Viecher, Pavel
Didov snd ossghat Chihkor.
e only afte the 6l of the
Berlin wall (November 1985)
that it ws dsconered thatthey
had been shot on November
11195230 11:30 pm. i the
cencral prson ofSofa
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THE TIME OF THE GREAT TRIAL

The Bulgarian Communist government
showed some restraint foward the
Catholic Church while consolidating its
position. But everything changed in 1949,
when it began a violent press campaign
against religion and especially against
the Catholic Church and the Vatican,

s ond of Communism™ A Pus Xl theVotconesque me-
party newspsper ~Varnenski  cenary ofWol Street’, on cb.
e R

et o
on aus of
Feriary
16,1943, the apostolic delega-
ionof the Haly See inSofa
v losed nd o e
Tsons withtheVatcn ware
brten,
s
Ve v ot ol .
s he swom enmy o te -
‘viet Union, of Populor Democra-






index-26_1.jpg
| Condamungs & ==

i ,1.. fusillis Cest sur sa politique

his public specuace o a il
heard Fr Pavel deny everything.
that he had been forced o

Sgn Then she s they took
im out When he reured he
sared t odit everythng. He
would repeat ol thy told him
and odmited everying he wes
acasedof”

Once conderned o dethhe
four vicims were ted up and
psced nseparse clls 25,26,
27,28 ofthe conral prison of
Sofia Another Assumptionist
prisoner Faher Goradz Kour-
tevwhose cellvas inth same.
corridor 35 the four vicims,
had ohs o say "By a ruse,

monaged o datorer tht Fater
Pave wasinone of the cels o

‘conmigue et financiere
- que le gouvemement Pinay '

the comdar He asked m to e
im absolton oo the door
This | did, whie continuing to
wash the floor of the cordor
eor s cllwith aro That wos
the ot conoct | hod with him”

Hatred to the death
v e fchand he
Cine G ot cuned e
Persecion nd th aumped
oo

[ ——
et h rss dcared
e condennedwere
vy o th W e
Tl v e
i aly “Owaraore Ro-
v ofSeptamr 15 em-
Pt s b e,

Vatican Radio denounced the
“shameul sander” of Soa Th
i choreographed from sar
by Moscow and prepared for 3
long ume.cery demonsred
the saage haued for the Ca-
tho Churchand the Commy-
el to e

During the long years of si-
lence, when na o knew whe.
ther theconderned had been
executed Bulgaranfichl and
Cathlcs n many ands abiays:
considered Bshop Bossikov
nd the three Assumptonist
prists to b true martys.
Fiany testimonias prove this
50 When on March 26, 1994,
John Paul Il promulgaced the
decree of margyrdom of the
servan o God, Eugene Boss.
o execused becuse of hared
of the futh during the night of
November 11/12,1952", the
Pope acded that 3¢ the same
time were executed three .
lgous of the Congregation of
the Augustinians of the As-
sumption". On June 1. 1992
John Paul I, receiving the bi-
shops of Buigari. did not e
sitate to “evoke the pastors
who,martys of th ithwere
condemned o dexthand exe-
cuted  Eugene Bossikov and
Ghree Assumptionst priess,
Kamen Vitche Pave Diidov
and ossphat Chichkon
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Tortured, humiliated,
condemned

They were condered s“spes
and conspirators secking 1o fo
ment n imperist wor ogonst
the USSR, Buigario and Poplar
Demecoces.

Evidence of ths was compl.
ely fbricaed. Physical tor-
wred humiated n orrie by
penic condiions, deprved of
Sieep 3nd offood obiged o re-
main standng in their cel for
12.or 13 hours in 3 row.ex.
Pausted errfid.inovercrow-
ded cels, interrogated. en-
lessy. the accused  were
reduced to 3 pachesc state
They seemed ke zombies 3nd
would have signed whitever
wasssked of them,

And the texs tht they were
forced o sgn werein the pure
syl of the Saleist s, which
were their models

Their personalies were des.
croyed,pece-by-piece. In the
end, they pronounced them-
selves gy, broke into tears,
ssked forgeness Then i one
Iast burs. they rescied,rerac.
tad the satementsbelore the
judges and denied everything
they had ben accused of Ths,
Fither Kamen Vitchev, Pavei
Diidjow snd osaphae Chichkor.
according o 3 report from 3
epewines, sent by the French

ambassador in Sofa to M Ro-
bert Schuman,then Mister of
Foregn Aflirs of France “They
rurocted durng the tal” And
when they were confronted
with the ise avowlstheyhad

been physicaly forced o sign.
they ffrmed tht a the ume
they had been besten. hands
and feet ted, and tortred, 25
Father Djjov managed o 3y
A woman who had st in on
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THE ASSUMPTIONISTS IN BULGARIA

C’\ The history just given is important bec
¢ it helps to explain why the Assumptionists
ﬂ came to Bulgaria in 1863
(o |
PR ——

was seen 5.3 recurn to Rome
and ot 52 commurion o s
ter churches 3 Vaican 1l ack.
nowiedged
e Plus X1, who  FathrVitorin Gaabert me-
himself had or.  dical doctor and 2 doctor i
dained Archbshop  Canon Law, became the foun.
Sokolsi,sked the founder of  der f he Assumptionit mis
theAssumpionsts, Faher Em-  sion in Bulars whichwas the
manuel §'Alzon, o send some  known 5 the Misson i the
religous to Bulgaria o espe.  Exst To hep his priests, r
cally helpthose Bulgarian O dAlzon founded 3 congregion
thodox who wished to ener  of siters, the Obltes of he
the Cathlic Church. Assumpton” who escablshed  awaiting o found Sc Augstine
Thesecomerts which were . schools atSofa.Yambol Varna  Colleg in 1884, which would
led “Unices”, 2 term may and Slven.In (864, the As.  rapicly become one the most
sound peforae today Before  sumptionists had strted 3 presigous schooks i th Bal
the ecumenical movement of  grammar schoo, S Andrew', kan,ulthe Communit .
the 20° contry, scumenism  at Philppopol (Fovd) whie.
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COMMUNIST TERROR

The Communist party attacked Christians,

[alalle
rotestants w
eir turn, C
utcome we

arbitrary sentencs

loreaackng the
sl Caholic mi-
noriy which, with
the Pope and the Vatican, was
considered Communism'scnemy
umber o0, the Bugran Com-
munist party (800000 members,
one n te of s Bigarans) 3t
acked oher Christans,the Or.
thodor nd the Proxestans
A Communist party repore,
found in the Archives of the

atholics were

18 QS

© the first targ

P

pary anshaed the sy of the
Orthodos and Catholc clergy
becween January | and March
31,1948 The repor saidta re
Holy Synod o the Orthodox
(Church s te-“the kg poce
of reactonares”. Agents were
senc 0 5py on Orthodox priss
and o report on heiracuvces,
Speeches, and meecings.Soon
they e made o toe thene.
Cathlc prists and Protestant
miisters were dosely watched
and reports were made,nvew
offure .

Worship totally shackied
On February 16,1949,3 1aw on

s, nspred by Rormarian and
Russian Commurist egslation

ets

3 in 1948. The Orthodox and the

Then,

s of trials and

n the sme ubjct was passed
T o severey iiced i exer.
aise of relgon. Al kinds of
conmrols were put in psce £no-
ing coukd bepublshed.no tea-
ehingvas slowed no hospcls o
orphanages could be spened,
£00s were confiscated,exc Al
Soreig” schools were expro-
prisced,including ine French
colleges and high schocls andan
American hih schoo From Fe.
briary 25 10 March 9, 1949, .
teen Procestanc ministers were
rid.Four were gien e sen-
tence.The same thing was ap-
pening in the nearby so-alled
“popuir democracis” These
Churches became the “Church
ofSence”
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The Assumprionists accepted
responsiity or seversl
Tishes with both Latin and By
Zantine s withi exch Seve

‘ssumptionists

ordained nthe Bpzancne rice
They had establshed thre 5.
minaries, at Adrisnopols. 3t
Kum Kapu (European bak of
Istanbul) and Kadikoy (Asin
bk of stanbul) We mus re

member that a that tme. Bl

i was not independert.but
Under Turkih domination.
The Assumptionists eventally
founded several residences in
Turkey, misions in Rumans,
Greece, Russa. Yogoslava 3nd
Plestine. But Bugara was he
start of this consdersble As

sumprionist presence in the
Near East Direct spostolate
wis complemented by an in.

tellectal aposttate with the
crestion 3t Kadikoy.in 1897.of
Echos Ot he fournal of
the Center for Byancne St
e by Baop Lous Pe.fture
Latin Archhishop of Athens
In Bulgara sel ¢ the end of
World War I owency Blgarian
Assumpronists execised their
Spostoce a the Powdv Cllege
3nd various arishes. n 1948
the Commnists expeled sl
non-Buiarian relgious. nc
g non-Bulgarian Assumptio-
st Everything was thos in
pisce for the hrror hat would
befl the Catholc minoriy of
the country.
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THREE ASSUMPTIONISTS SHOT TO DEATH
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In Yogosai. Bshop Scepimac

was avesed on Septamber 17,
1946 InHongary.Cards Mi.
senty was restedon Decem-
ber 2.1948 1 on February 4
s ghen e setence

In Clechoslonkison Seprem.

ber 201943, urods of press
nd monks were arrested Other
aress wenton for monchs -
i3 i, on March 31, 1950,
when Catholc elgious were
sencenced o hard labor and
their monasteies closed 15 of
May 7 ofthe same year Al to-
gether 2000 priests were e
I Rurmani.on May 10,1950 e
Greco Cathol ausary bihop.
of Ala la, Bshop Aftenie, -
ledsice December 1948 dd

prison,and on by 5 all Rum.
Rian bishops and 600 priests
were impeisoned.On October
411950, w0 Ukranian Catholc.
preaces did in Sberia where
Ty had ben deported

Decenber 11,1950, Archbishop.
Beranof Pragie was arrsted .
wel 5 severs hdred press.
In Polin, Cardnal Wyszinski
Prinate of Polnd,was drested
on Sepember 26,1953,

These few reminders of the
sreat persecution of Chrstans

under the Communist terror
are necesary to provide bt
ter undersuanding of the il
tht resued i the desth sen
tnce o the tree Biaran s
sumpionist and  Pssionic b
shop Al hese wals nspired by
the USSR whih,from 1917 &0
the 1980 had s hur-
reds of Orthodox bihops. tans
ofthousands of prests and mi-
Hions of belevers ad 35 ther
purpose the complce dstrc-
o of he Chrtanih e was
obe repaced by Marws Lei-
st doctrne
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young Kamen, who was consi-
ered to be pious,seious and
2 hard worker,was sen o Lou-
vain n Belgum o sty phio-
Sophy an theclogy.Hs stcies
ware interrupted by periods of
teaching 3¢ St Augustine Col-
lege n Plvdivand 3t the o
it (minor seminary) at Kum
Kapu (Turkey). He was o)
ned 3 prist 3¢ Constantnople
on December 22, 1921.n the
Oriena e

Hiving returned o Europe. he
furtherd s theologecal sudes
n Rome and in Srasbourg,
where he obained his docto-

e i theology in 1925.Very
Knowledgesbe  the history o
the Blgaran church,he pub-
shed several ariles in “Echos
Orient In 1930, he was 3p-
poited professor of iosophy
ind Desn of Sudies a St Au-
gustine College in Plovdv ncl
the school was closed by the
Communistson Augist 21948

An influential teacher
A s former students re-
member him with fondess, 3.
itude, and respect This out-
sunding Assumptionis: colege
had become the pride of the

Sl g K 1ad
et o O
oo, Canac Armnians.
o Mt Toey v
Pl operr ke
i s o v an v
by ccmenc nd e
iy e A ncion
ot ind i el Fonch
kure i ch ghst e,
ashound o altmo e -
o o e ot r
T colegs i e e,
e Kanen b g
o 1o Sy of P
i sam e g e
Declgy s et
e o 143l i
gt wit srpaed hom
B nd Ko
v Froinc of el
vian Asumpionis. They
B ey ey
1o e Ore e s
o L i prips D
s s o e B
yone was sy whed by
R o, Franctrouhi

: s An Aesmpons.
B et
et Ao 1950

The man to eliminate
I eter snt o Fathr Ger-
ais Quénard,he Suprior Ge-
ners of the Asumprionsts,on
November 24,1943 Faher Ka-
menVicche fresaw 3 horible
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Pavel Djidjov (1919-1952)

rested s he same time
A\ S5 men o iy 4.
1952, Pavel Djdow vas

the youngese. He was only 33
Bor uly 19,1919 3¢ Plov n
3 Lot rite Catholc famiy. he
was aptied on August 2 3nd
given the name of Joseph, He
ook the rame of Pavel (Pal)
when he entered the Asump-
tonistnovite of Nozeroy.n
France October 2. 1938
From his youthhe had wanted
1o be 3 priest. He encred St
Augustine College n Plovev,
where he wis consdered 3
so0d student especllystron
in mathematics He was good
in spores nd was part of the
team later known 3 the “Lo-
comotve” in Plovd At the
novitate, he studed theology
¢ Lormoy,near Paris. during
World War . Uie was hard nd
che students often went hun-
a1y Paveltook the initive of
Fasing  ew sheep i order 0
improve the men.

An intrepid young
priest

Then for ressons of hesth he
returned to Bulgari in 1942
He completed s theology
courses and was_ordained
prist in the Latin ite on

nuary 26, 1945, 3¢ Plowd He
contiued sudies i economics
nd socl sciences nd g ¢
the Collegeof Varn. There he
was closely watched by these

cret poice because he had 3
aresc deal of infuence on the
Sudents. In 1945, he was .
med Treasrer of S Augustine
Colege and served there un





