
God is very good to me. I always say the same words when I finish my day and I
prepare to go to bed. Generally I finish my work a little tired, but I remember Fr.
D'Alzon phrase: "An Assumptionist religious must work like five …" and I feel bet-
ter.

My name is Oswaldo García
Sánchez, I'm an
Assumptionist priest. I was
recently ordained, on April
16th, 2005.  Since then, I
have been working in the
service of the Lord in Casa
Manuel our Formation
House, just south of Mexico
City. It is a lower middle
class area, where many
people have access to pub-
lic services though not everyone. Most of our neighbors work in service posi-
tions or commercial activities.

Our day starts at 6:30 a.m. with Morning Prayer together and ends with the cel-
ebration of the Mass at 8:00 p.m., after which we have dinner together. Six
other brothers live here with me: Father Flavio Bustos - Mexican Assumptionist,
Brother Ngoa Ya Tshihemba from Congo and four candidates to Assumptionist
religious life: Gilberto Amador, Roberto Reyes, José Cervantes and Jesús
Tlecuile. We are the community of formation, and each one has responsibilities
in the community.
I have been responsible for "vocational promotion" for our congregation since
August 2004, and I work with a group of lay people who volunteer their time and
energy to this wonderful work of vocation ministry. We work together to help

people hear and respond to their per-
sonal vocation as a lay, religious, priest,
married or single in the Christian life
and Church service.
I dedicate most of my time to working
with this group and together we prepare
different activities to help people to
come to know Assumptionist Charism
and Spirituality. We feel that our reli-
gious family can be a sign of hope for
our country at this time when we are liv-
ing in a world with less faith and more
signs of death.

Our Assumptionist Rule of Life reminds
us that "… The spirit of the founder

impels us to embrace the great causes of God and of Man, to go wherever God
is threatened in Man and Man is threatened as image of God."
We believe that, in our country, God is threatened in many ways:  in the selfish-
ness of people who want only their own good and don't take care of others. God
is threatened in the pride and arrogance of our government
leaders who think that they are our salvation and work only for

Many  blessings  for  the
Christmas  Season  

and  may  God  lead  you  in
righteousness  and  peace  in  2006!

We would like you to
keep Fr. Donald
Espinosa in your
prayers – the editor of
our newsletter recently
underwent two very
complicated surgeries. 

In this issue of “the assumptionist...” we
would like to share with you some of our
apostolates that enable us to work for the
coming of Christ’s Reign in us and around
us. Father Oswaldo, writes about his servic-
es to the local Church community in
Mexico as an Assumptionist priest, while
John Fleming shares his reflections from
Assumption College’s mission to Mexico
organized past May by Campus Ministry
Office - two stories about our Assumptionist
Charism in action. 

You will also read about  the official estab-
lishment of a brand new Assumptionist
community in the Philippines; the first ann-
eversary of our Theology Brewing program
this coming January; and finally in the
Development Corner we introduce a
Charitable Gift Annuity - a gift to the
Assumptionists that keeps on giving!

Many thanks for you continuous support,
for your encouraging comments and sug-
gestions about our newsletter.

Feel free to contact us:  
newsletter@assumptio.org

And don’t forget to check our website for
more news, information and pictures: 
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Thank you for your generosity and support of the
Assumptionists mission that you expressed in 2005. By
the end of the year the Development offices would like to
remind you and make you especially sensitive to the
needs of the Assumptionists to carry on their work in the
New Year. There are many different gifts that can benefit
the Assumptionists as well as a donor.

One of them is a Charitable Gift Annuity, and there has
never been a better time to consider this type of gift -
which provides both financial and spiritual benefits.
CDs that once were earning 5% or 6% are now earning
3% or less. Many people find that taking one-third of their
CDs and acquiring 7% or 8% gift annuities will restore
their lost income. The added income on the one-third
from the gift annuities replaces the income lost on the
other two-thirds of their CDs and at the same time you
can make a gift to the Assumptionists.

Charitable gift annuities are the gifts that keep on giving.
Rates on charitable gift annuities are based on age and
whether the contract is immediate or deferred. In
exchange for an irrevocable contribution of minimum
$10,000 to establish an annuity, the Assumptionists will
pay you a high fixed annuity rate for life. Options may
include trading in your low interest bank account or sav-
ing on capital gains tax by funding the gift annuity with
appreciated stocks. 

Receive an immediate charitable income tax deduction
and in addition receive a considerable portion of each
payment tax-free for a number of years. After your life-
time, your gift will be used to support charitable works of
the Assumptionists. 

If you would like an illustration of this
life income option to address your
particular situation, or to request
more specific information (including
charitable annuities rates) please
contact me by phone at 
617-783-0400, by email at
tkierul@assumptio.org or write to me:
Tomasz Kierul, 
Director of Development, 
The Assumptionists, 

330 Market Street, Brighton, MA 02135.
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their own convenience. God is threatened in
much of the Mass Media, promoting a "culture

of death" with reality shows without human values, consumerism,
hedonism and pansexualism that promote sexual relationships but
without speaking about real love between people. God is threat-
ened in the division of our people who want "easy religion" without
obligations; and search for "feel good religion."

And Man is threatened as image of God because in our country
the numbers of poor people is growing and growing, and nobody
seems to be doing anything to change this situation. Man is threat-

ened in the injustices of each day, in the discrimination against
the indigenous communities (the word "Indian" is still an insult for
people, insinuating ignorance, lack of culture, dirty or lazy).
Humanity is threatened in the breakdown of the family, in addic-
tions and fewer opportunities for human development.
In the face of these problems, our religious congregation has the
opportunity to work for the extension of the Kingdom of God in our
reality. We organize two "missions" each year to experience work
with the poor and the indigenous communities. We worked in the
Mixe area, one of the poorest zones of Mexico talking with the
people about the community, human rights, faith and respect for
their own culture. A similar experience was held in Magdalena, in a
non-Spanish Speaking community so we need to make a special
effort to translate our message to their reality. We present infor-
mation concerning health, nutrition and we help them to grow in
their awareness of their rights and value. These experiences have
provided us with opportunities for growth and personal develop-
ment.

We also developed a Youth Ministry for the formation and growth
of young people; we try to create a youth movement founded on
the values of our religious congregation, inviting our young people
to become men and woman of faith and of their time. 
This work with the lay people is the most important thing that I
have experienced in these early days of my ministry as a priest,
because I can share with them all my formation in religious life.
They are a special part of me because without them I cannot be
who I am. As Assumptionists, we are defined as apostolic commu-
nity:  living the work of each one as the work of all … not only
working together, but recognizing that each one builds the commu-
nity and makes us grow in our relationships with God, with the
Church and with ourselves. That is how we work for the coming of
the Reign of God in ourselves and around us.

by Fr. Oswaldo García Sánchez, A.A..
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After six months of preparation and after many meetings 22
Missionaries departed from Assumption College bound for
Mexico on May 16, 2005. The group included 18 undergradu-
ate students, one alumna, two young men in the formation
process (Ronald Sibugan and Brother Ricky Montanez, A.A.)
and myself - a campus minister from Assumption. The group
arrived by late afternoon at the 'Las Aguilas' retreat house in
central Mexico City that is run by our Assumption Sisters, the
Religious of the Assumption. After settling in we shared our
first Evening Prayer and reflection together. 

Day two began with a brief orientation session followed by a
subway trip to the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe, which is
North America's most active shrine and pilgrimage site. We
had an opportunity to see the image of Mary that is preserved
there and to listen again to the story of Juan Diego and Mary's
invitation to him. That day we also had some time for sight-
seeing in the historical area of downtown Mexico City with vis-
its to the National Cathedral and the archaeological excava-
tions nearby.
Then, on day three, we split into three smaller groups in order
to travel to three different places where Assumption commu-
nities serve. Each group participated in daily Mass and
Evening Prayer in their small communities. 

The San Pedro group stayed at Casa Manuel, the
Assumptionist house of studies in southwestern Mexico City.
The young men who live in Casa Manuel hail from 5 coun-
tries, creating a rich and lively mix of languages and cultures.
The San Pedro group did its service in 'Sector Oriente', a
developing neighborhood near Casa Manuel. The work con-
sisted of manual labor on the Assumptionists' new church.
The San Ilde group was joined by Father Teodoro, a member
of the Mexican Assumptionist community. They traveled to
San Ildefonso, about 80 miles north of Mexico City where our
Assumption Sisters staff a Mission community in an Ottomi
Indian village. This group's daily activity consisted in working
in the cornfields of two families. 
The Magdalena group was joined by Scott Benningfield and
Father Oswaldo. Scott is an American from Kentucky who
spent a volunteer year with the Assumptionists at Casa
Manuel, as a part of the AMA Program. The group traveled to
Magdalena, Veracruz, a mountain village about 150 miles
southeast of Mexico City. After a week of hard, messy work,
the group completed painting the exterior of the church at
the center of Magdalena. 
After 8 days apart, our three 3 groups converged on the Las
Aguilas retreat house for a shower and change of clothes fol-
lowed by a closing Mass together. During the Mass each per-
son was invited to share his/her reflections on what each
one had done, whom we had encountered, and what differ-
ence it made for our faith. It was a deeply moving experience
and a testament to how important the Mission has been and
continues to be.

On November 21 we remembered Father Emmanuel d'Alzon - founder of the Assumptionists - on
the 125th anniversary of his death. Five years from now, in 2010, we will observe the second
centenary of his birth when we hope to celebrate his beatification. Through his intercession,

may we pray that the Lord will heal those who are ill, transform
the hearts of those who wander from Him, and bring justice and
peace to communities, Churches and a world that thirst for these
blessings.
Also, on Christmas Eve this year we celebrate 155th anniversary
of first public vows made by Father d'Alzon himself and four oth-
ers as Assumptionists. Among those four was Father Henri Brun,
the first Assumptionist to come to the United States. In 1862 Father Brun traveled to Australia,
where he worked for 11 years. After his return to France at the age of 70, in 1891 Father Brun
sailed for New York, where he was chaplain of the Little Sisters of the Assumption and helped in
the ministry of a number of New York parishes. Henri Brun died on January 15, 1895 without any
other Assumptionist present. The first of the sons of Father d'Alzon, who had followed his words:
Go forth; be bold, generous, and selfless.
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A  BRIEF  ACCOUNT  OF  MEXICO  MISSION  '05

ASSUMPTIONIST  HISTORY  CORNER

by John Fleming

TThhee  aappoossttoollaattee  ooff  oouurr  CCoonnggrreeggaattiioonn  ppllaacceess  oouurr
ccoommmmuunniittiieess  aatt  tthhee  hheeaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh’’ss  mmiissssiioonn::

ttoo  ggaatthheerr  aallll  iinnttoo  tthhee  PPeeooppllee  ooff  GGoodd..

OOuurr  mmoottttoo::  TThhyy  KKiinnggddoomm  CCoommee  iinnssppiirreess  uuss
ttoo  wwoorrkk  ffoorr  tthhee  ccoommiinngg  ooff  CChhrriisstt’’ss  RReeiiggnn

iinn  uuss  aanndd  iinn  tthhee  wwoorrlldd..

John Fleming with Eduardo Pazo and  his family

Father Henri Brun, A.A.

Father Emmanuel d'Alzon, A.A.



It has been nearly six years since we began receiving candidates recommended to
us by the Religious of the Assumption in the Philippines.  In the beginning  the
prospect of establishing an Assumptionist foundation in this most Catholic of
Asian countries seemed at best a dim possibility.  In time the unlikely prospect
began to take the shape of a promise, and now the promise stands poised to be
realized.  On January 15, 2006, at 10:00 a.m. in the Chapel of the Holy Spirit at
Assumption College, four of the five founding members of the first Assumptionist
community in the Philippines - Fathers Bernard Holzer (France) and Gilles Blouin
(Canada), and Brothers Clemente Boleche and Alex Castro (Philippines) - will be "sent" by the North American Province to this
new mission. The fifth member of the community, Father Jean-Marie Chuvi Adubango (Democratic Republic of the Congo) will join
them in spirit before they arrive at their common destination.   To all who have made possible this joyful event we offer a prayer
of thanksgiving; to these founding members we pledge our solidarity in the extension of God's Kingdom.

communities and friends of the Assumption to join us. We also
decided to follow a specific theme over the course of the year.
The members of our communities in Brighton, Sturbridge, and
Worcester, professed as well as those young men in formation,
were joined by a number of lay people who had expressed an
interest in the Assumptionist way of life. By choosing our
Assumptionist Rule of Life as the theme we explored the
Assumptionist world during two Theology Brewing sessions. We
attempted to present a more intimate familiarity and knowl-
edge of the principles that guide Assumptionist life and work
on behalf of the Kingdom of God. 

So far we have covered the first two chapters of the
Assumptionist Rule of Life – “Assumption” and “Our Common
Life,” which were presented by Father Dennis Gallagher and
Brother Paul Henry. Assumptionists and lay residents, faculty
and administration from Assumption College, a group of lay
people from Canada that work there with the Assumptionists
and our Filipino lay friends came to the gatherings. 

As we plan to continue our theme by talking about the
Assumptionist Rule of Life, it is our dream to see more mem-
bers of our extended Family present at these meetings. In
order to accommodate geographical distances, scheduling dif-
ferences, and to reach each audience in the most effective
manner possible, each session is presented twice: in Brighton
(East) and in Worcester (West). We are looking forward to
seeing you next semester. Please check our website for a 
schedule - www.assumption.us.

At the beginning of 2005, our Assumptionist community in
Brighton, MA started a program called Theology Brewing. A
few of us were familiar with the nationally successful program,
Theology on Tap, and wondered if we could do something 
similar as a way to help "build community", as our
Assumptionist Rule of Life encourages us to do. We had just
formed a new community in Brighton, by adding four
Assumptionists seminarians and a group of lay students inter-
ested in religious community living. 

The idea behind Theology on Tap is to gather young, usually
Catholic adults in a relaxed setting at a local pub for a beer or
two and a presentation on a pertinent theological topic that
would be followed by a period of questions, answers, and con-
versation.

We thought, at first, that we would establish a similar program
in our Brighton community. We called our group Assumptionist
Theology Brewing Independent Group, or ATBIG for short, and
we held two sessions on current topics of interest. The
evenings were quite successful in terms of presenting topics,

gathering together a sizeable group of people, and, of course,
introducing people to the wonderfully diverse world of taste-
worthy beer. One of the evenings was featured in the local
Brighton newspaper. 

Then we thought we’d have a couple of more sessions over
the course of the academic year, inviting other Assumptionist

ASSUMPTIONIST  THEOLOGY  BREWING

A  NEW  COMMUNITY  IN  THE  PHILIPINES  

Fathers Bernard Holzer, A.A. and Gilles Blouin, A.A.
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