
the  as sumpt ion i s t . . .

Spring is becoming
Summer!  It’s a time that is
often connected with slow-
ing-down, vacations, lazy
days… but the
Assumptionist world is
busy and on-the-go!
Assumptionist leadership from around the
world gathered in Rome in May for the General
Chapter, which meets every six years to evalu-
ate and to look ahead.  For the first time in our
history, a number of lay friends and collabora-
tors joined this year’s Chapter!  Guided by the
Chapter theme:  Many Gifts in One Body, the
members of the Chapter “re-spoke” the mission
of our religious family for today’s world.  With
the blessings of our new Holy Father, Benedict
XVI, the Chapter proceeded to re-elect our own
Father Richard Lamoureux, AA as Superior
General for another six years (and gave him a
new Council to work with), established new
organizational structures, and invited
Assumptionists throughout the world to a
renewed mission in the Church and in the
world.
In this issue, we also are spotlighting our
Province’s mission in English-speaking East
Africa, some of the Assumptionists who are
involved in that mission, as well as a wonderful
and generous group of friends of the family who
share in the life and ministry of the East African
mission.  It’s one more concrete example of the
way in which Assumptionists and our lay friends
collaborate in building the Kingdom of God.
Thanks for your contributions to … and encour-
aging support of … the  assumptionist  …

Fr. Donald Espinosa, AA

Don’t forget to check our website for more
news and information and pictures:

www.assumption.us

EDITOR’S  DESK

OUR ASIAN SEMINARIANS are also on-the-go
this summer: nine of them in the Philippines for
an Asian Formation Session (and vacation) ...
Vocation Retreat Weekends for interested young
men … a gathering in France of all the young
professed Asian Assumptionists and the French
National Pilgrimage to Lourdes and World Youth
Day in Germany!

For many years the African continent has held a special place in the hearts
and mission of Assumptionists from around the world.  Most recently,

American Assumptionists were sent on mission to English-speaking East
Africa, in Kenya and Tanzania.  Father Richard Brunelle has been there
longest … and Father Luc Martel left his position as General Treasurer of the
Assumptionists to serve there as well.  Assumptionists have given months of
service (Fathers George Tavard, Aidan Furlong and Paul Vaudreuil) … Father
Alexis Babineau spent a number of his “retirement” years there.  And, five
years ago, 84-year old Father Oliver Blanchette went off to Africa and is still
there today!
The mission work there is primarily centered on Church vocations:  training
aspirants to the priesthood and religious life.
“Africa is desperately in need of help in alleviating
poverty, ignorance and sickness.  But, not unlike
most countries including our own, it needs good
leaders,” Father Oliver writes.  “That is why our
work of forming young men to become
Assumptionists, especially for the service of the
Church in East Africa, is crucial … well-trained
Assumptionists who will in turn prepare good lay leaders for all of African
society.”  Every year benefactors add to libraries for seminarians and for all
families!  
Assumptionists recently founded Saint Monica Parish on the outskirts of
Nairobi, Kenya.  Father Claude Katembo, AA, assistant pastor, describes it in

these words: “Poor tiny
shacks and shanties in which
people live.  Many bathe in
the open and hundreds
share the same outside toi-
let.  The shacks are packed
together, with narrow alleys,
where children play in the
mud, and chickens peck at
rubbish heaps.”  Here, in the
building where people gather

to worship, they have established a Nursery School for some forty children,
providing learning opportunities along with porridge, clothing, games and
fresh water.
In Arusha, Tanzania, the Assumptionists and the Parish Council of Kijenge
Catholic Church have begun work on the Muungano Medical Dispensary. The
need for the dispensary is pressing because of the high rate 
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Assumption Preparatory School
(one Assumption High School)
may no longer be functioning as
the wonderful living and learning experience that it
was for so many of us, but “the Prep” is not dead … it
continues to be alive and well in our minds and hearts
and lives.

Thanks to Joe Simoneau (P ’60) … and with the special support of Melanie
Demarais (Office of Institutional Development at Assumption College), Prep
School Reunions found a home on the campus of Assumption College.  For
years now, Assumptionists, former teachers and administrators and alumni
(and their families) have gathered to remember fondly and with a smile of
gratitude.  Joe reminds us, for example:  “Dry toast.  Maybe warmed up by
squashing the coffee pot on it, if we were privileged to use the coffee pot
first!” This year’s Prep School Reunion is scheduled on September 17, 2005
at Assumption College.  And you’re welcome and warmly invited!

t h e  a s s u m p t i o n i s t . . . . . .

of human    mortality, primarily of pregnant
women and small children, caused by the

extremely poor living conditions of the Massai
people.  Some of the people are still practicing
witchcraft and the traditional healing methods
which are often unsafe, unrealistic and even
dangerous.  Those who opt for “modern
healthcare” have to walk 20 kilometers (over
11 miles) to reach a hospital, and many die
along the way.  The dispensary will serve some
10,000 people of the Muungano Village and
its surroundings.
The Parish is also the site for the Kijenge
Vocational Training Center.  Founded in 1986
and registered officially with the area govern-
ment, the school enrolls male and female stu-
dents and offers  courses in Carpentry and
Joinery, Tailoring and Dressmaking, First Aid,
English, Mathematics, Childcare, Religion,
French and Cookery. 
And a wonderful group of benefactors from

the States (Friends of Father Oliver out of St
Anne – St Patrick Parish in Fiskdale,
Massachusetts) among other things has also
provided seed money for local women’s small
entrepreneurial commercial projects to provide
income for their desperately poor families.

Constance, Christine and Lucie are now busy
making and selling clothes or bread or school
uniforms in the hope that it will help them pay
their rent and feed their families.
From the beginning, we Assumptionists have
been “sent” to extend the Kingdom of God to
the ends of the earth.  We are happy to be
part of a vibrant and growing Church in East
Africa … and we invite you to continue to sup-
port us there by your prayers, your financial
contributions and your supportive friendship.
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Enduring six hours beginning before dawn, his   feet
and back in too much pain to carry him  another
step, a young seminarian from London had just

dropped out of line. As grace would have it he came to rest next to me at a bar-
ricade blocking the mouth of St. Peter’s Square.  He spoke at length of his hero,
Pope John II, all the while expressing no regrets about going home the next day
unable to walk past the Pope’s body which lay inside the Basilica.  
As I thought about the seminarian and the life of his hero, parallels between the
two men came to mind.  Both understood that life’s goal for the faithful is
defined simply by being in line, not by an earthly destination.   Also, both men
stayed in line until their bodies could carry them no further. 
Crossing the threshold of St. Peter’s Basilica and passing before the body of
the Holy Father was remarkable and overwhelming.  I only hope I never forget
the greater gift I received through the conversation with the seminarian at the
barricade. 

ON  BEING  IN  LINE

Joseph  Pagano, a native of Worcester (College alumnus and friend in the extended
Assumptionist family),  was in Rome as the world said grateful farewells to Pope John
Paul II.  In these lines, he shares with us an experience in that time and his reflections.

For more information, contact Joe Simoneau ’60 at 3 Apple Drive in Townsend, MA
01469, or by phone at 978-597-6589 or by email at joersimoneau@juno.com

“Our missionary vocation calls us to become all things to all men.  This avail-
ability requires of us more especially:
- an openness of mind and heart to the cultural, social and religious values of
people from various backgrounds;
- a willingness to receive as well as to give, based on mutual esteem and
respect;
- a concern for formation, competence and adaptation;
- an effort toward initiative and inventiveness;- zeal, dedication to w o r k ,
f r a n k n e s s  a n d  d a r i n g . ”
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Fr. Richard Brunelle pro-
fessed his first vows as an Assumptionist on September 8,
1957.  He studied theology in Rome … he taught Mathematics
in Worcester … he was a pioneer in computers at Assumption
College (and throughout the world since that time).  He has
also been a faithful grass-roots ecumenist (hosting and partici-
pating in many ecumenical dialogues.)  As Master of Novices
and assistant, he has helped train many young Assumptionists.
And, among other things, he continues to be very actively and
effectively involved in Assumptionist formation in East Africa. 
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When Fr. Luc Martel, AA,
Southbridge-native turned-
Assumptionist, completed his
studies in Religious Education
and went to Assumption
College as Director of the
Ecumenical Institute, he never

expected that he would some day become a financial “guru,”
for the Assumptionists in North America and Rome, for the
African Conference of Catholic Bishops, and now for the
Assumptionist Province of Africa.

…  AND  FATHER  LUC  MARTEL,

AA  …  PILLAR  OF  THE  ASSUMP-

TIONIST  EAST  AFRICA  MISSION

Fr. Alexis Babineau, AA, also
spent many years as an East
Africa missionary …  as part
of his “retirement.”

… Fr. George Tavard, AA, as a
visiting professor ...

...Fr. Paul Vaudreuil also did a
year as a missionary ...

… as well as Fr. Aidan
Furlong,  AA

Father Oliver Blanchette, AA, 89 years
of age, has many friends .. friends
gained over his 61 years as an
Augustinian of the Assumption .. educa-
tor, parish priest (20 years at St Anne -
St Patrick Parish in Sturbridge, MA),
social justice advocate, ecumenism pio-
neer, tireless visitor of the sick, and
spiritual director. In 1999 he slowed
the pace somewhat, and blessed with

enviable health and a remarkable continuity of the drive to
serve, at the age of 84 left to become an Assumptionist mis-
sionary in East Africa.  As Father Oliver prepared for his depar-
ture, some of his friends … approximately 100 of them ... unit-

ed to form
the Friends
of Father
Oliver
(FoFO), a
group dedi-
cated to

supporting Father Oliver and the works of the Assumptionist
East African Mission. The Friends of Father Oliver started out
small six years ago;  today it counts among its members well
over 150 families and individuals (parishioners, neighbors,
visitors) … Christine Milner and the young people from grades
6 through 10 in the Christian Formation Program at Saint
Anne – Saint Patrick Parish in Sturbridge, Massachusetts  …
Christine Hild and her Kindergarten class at Woodhome
Elementary/Middle School in Baltimore, Maryland … Tim
Hoppe, a graduate of Holy Cross College in Worcester,
Massachusettts who spent a year in Arusha as an AMA volun-
teer (Assumption Missionary Associates, co-sponsored by the
Religious Sisters of the Assumption and the Assumptionist
Fathers and Brothers) … and so many others.

Tomasz Jaster:  What was meant to be a tran-
sitional job after leaving the seminary in 1997,
has become for Tomasz Jaster a never ending
series of projects and responsibilities that
keep him busy well beyond 40 hours a week.
Thanks to his many talents and winning per-
sonality, he has proven to be an invaluable
member of our administrative staff.  
Tomasz functions as local treasurer, oversee-
ing not only the finances of Assumptionist Center but also
assures the management of the staff and the smooth running
of the household.  When he is not solving the many and com-
plicated “computer problems” of staff, students, and resi-
dents, he is gradually learning, and even improving, the func-
tioning of the Provincial/ Regional Treasurer’s office.  Much to
the chagrin of his wife Anna and three young children, he also
spends two evenings a week studying at Assumption College.
He recently made history by being among the first laypersons
to take part in the Assumptionist General Chapter in Rome.

AT  89  …  STILL  A  MISSIONARY  IN  EAST  AFRICA

A  HISTORY-MMAKING  ASSUMPTIONIST  LAYMAN

FATHER  RICHARD

BRUNELLE,  AA  …

ONE  OF  THE  FOUNDING

FATHERS  OF  THE  MISSION

OF  THE  ASSUMPTIONISTS

IN  EAST  AFRICA
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RICHARD  E  LAMOUREUX,  A.A.

Born in Worcester, Massachusetts,
he entered the Assumptionist
Novitiate in 1962. After ordination to
the priesthood, he was a Professor at
Assumption College, where he
became Provost and Vice President
for Academic Affairs.  He served as
Superior of the North American
Province for six years and, in 1999
was elected as the 8th successor of
Venerable Emmanuel d’Alzon as
Superior of Assumptionists through-
out the world.
On May 13, 2005, Father Richard
was re-elected Superior General for a
second six-year term.   

Fr.  Marcel  Poirier,
the outgoing
G e n e r a l
Treasurer of the
Congregation and
assistant general,
has accepted to
become the next
provincial of the
North American

Province. The starting date is up in the air
because, after 12 years in Rome, he needs to
take some time off before assuming his
responsibilities as provincial.

Fr. Marcel is a Canadian citizen from the
province of Quebec.  After ordination he went
on to graduate studies in Sociology and
taught at various institutions.  He later served
as a novice-master and eventually as Vice
Provincial of the Assumptionists in Canada.
He also served on the Provincial Council of
the North American Province for many years
and is quite aware of the College and its
workings. 
Fr. Marcel did his theology studies in Rome
and is proficient in French, English, Italian,
and Spanish.
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THE  31ST GENERAL  CHAPTER  OF  THE
AUGUSTINIANS  OF  THE  ASSUMPTION
OPENED  ON  MAY  1  AND  FINISHED  ON
SUNDAY,  MAY  22  AT  NOON

“Why does God want the Assumption to
exist today?” 
“Rooted in the Gospel and in our voca-

tion, how can we propose a word of life
and hope to our contemporaries in
search of moorings, meaning and spiri-
tuality?”

“Assumptionists, … men of faith, apos-
tles for our time.  … 

- we  want  to  stand  in  solidarity  with
the  poorest  of  the  poor  for the promo-
tion of a more human world.  …

- we  want  to  announce  a  word  of
hope  and  salvation, so that life will be
stronger than death.  …

- we  recognize  that  we  are  called  to
communion  in  love so that the world
might believe that Jesus is the one sent
by God.”

- in  a  renewed  “covenant”  with  the
laity  and  other  members  of  the
Assumption  family.  

[ For more about the General Chapter,  
visit www.dalzon2005.com ]


