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Agenda
General Plenary Councils  
* From Jun 1 – 11, 2018; at Arusha (Tanzania)
* From December 3 – 12, 2018; at Rome, preceded by the 

meeting for the Economic Council of the Congregation 
(November 26 – December 4, 2018)

General Ordinary Councils
* N° 4: from February 5 – 9, 2018. 
* N° 5: from April 9 – 13, 2018.
* N° 6: from May 14 – 18, 2018.
* N° 7: on Jun 11 and 12, 2018.
* N° 8: from September 5 – 19, 2018.
* N° 9: from November 5 – 8, 2018.
* N° 10: on December 17 and 18, 2018.

Benoît 
* January 7 – February 1, 2018: RD-Congo.
* March 1 – 29, 2018: Andean Province (canonical visitation).

Marcelo 
* March 1 – 29, 2018: Andean Province (canonical visitation).

Didier 
* January 5 – 16, 2018: Belgium, then Paris.
* March 1 – 3, 2018: London.
* March 7 – 9, 2018: College of consultants (Paris). 
* March 14 – April 5, 2018: Brazil, then Argentina.
* April 15 - May 13, 2018: Chile, Colombia, Mexico, and then 

North America. 

Thierry 
* January 7 – February 1, 2018: D.R-Congo.
* February 15 - March 30, 2018: Florence (learning Italian + 

the Holy Seminar).

Miguel 
* January 25 – 29, 2018: Justice and Peace-Family 

Assumption (Paris).
* February 26 – April 1, 2018: Florence (learning Italian + the 

Holy Seminar).

>> Official

The front page picture of this issue is a detail 
from the painting Le Semeur au soleil couchant, 
drawn in 1888 by Vincent Van Gogh (Rijksmu-
seum Krueller, Otterlo). This countryside scene 
can be read as a biblical parable, and even, loo-
king at the detail shown here, as a Eucharistic 
hymn to Creation.

The prayer of the pope for peace in 
Southern Soudan and in DR-Congo

He intended to visit these two regions which 
are going through so many hardships but the 

current chaos in Southern Soudan and the DR-
Congo had dissuaded him. It is thus in the Basi-
lica of Saint Peter, on November 23rd, that Pope 
Francis presided a prayer for peace in those two 
countries. 
Preoccupied by the insecurity in both countries, 
the pope had several times called the actors in-
volved in these fratricide battles to bury the axe 
of war. Again under similar circumstances the 
Holy Father presided over prayer at Saint Peter’s 
so that the message of peace might reach the 
entire world. 
It his message, Francis requested God to break 
down the wall of enmity still shared by Southern 
Soudan and the DR Congo so that these countries 
may finally enjoy an enduring peace. That is why 
he has prayed for women victims of violence in 
these regions and elsewhere as well and for the 
children, victims of conflicts to which they are 
estranged but which steal their childhoods and 
at times their very lives. The pope denounced 
the hypocrisy of political authorities who keep 
silent in the sight of massacres of both women 
and children. However, the pope also congratula-
ted all those who, day by day, try to fight evil by 
doing good through words and actions of frater-
nity, respect, togetherness and solidarity. In addi-
tion, he prayed that God awaken in the leaders 
a spirit that is noble, right, firm, and courageous 
in search for peace through dialogue and nego-
tiation.  By way of  conclusion, Francis implored 
the Lord that we may all become people of peace 
wherever we live, by washing each other’s feet 
as Christ did. 
It should be noted that taking part in this prayer 
were people from other religious confessions, 
including Muslims and Buddhists: all people 
of good will praying for peace.  Statues of saint 
Bakhita (soudanese), blessed Anuarite and Ba-
kanja (Congolese) were exposed during the ri-
tual. At the end of the prayer, the pope blessed 
two statutes of the Virgin Mary that were sent 
to South-Soudan and to the  DRC, as signs of the 
Church’s solidarity and commitment for peace. 

Fr. Jérôme Kasereka Masumbuko
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Praise be to you!

On the threshold of this New Year, 
Lord, may our praises raise up 
to you. Be praised for your only 

Son, Jesus-Christ, our Lord. You sent 
him into the world so that it may know 
you, may discover your love and that all 
human beings may become your children. 
Be praised for the year 2017. You made 
us to hold the 33th General Chapter in 
joy, peace and truth. You prompted us 
to listen to your Spirit in overcoming 
our fears, our limits, and our personal 
smallness. You opened the horizon so that 
we may see as father Emmanuel d’Alzon, 
“open sea”. You poured the new wine 
of the Gospel in the new wineskins. You 
requests that we may bring to our brothers 
and sisters of the humanity the good wine 
of your vine. You want to make us men of 
unity in a divided world. 
Be praised Lord, for the brothers you 
entrusted us and for their responsibilities: 
members of the roman curia and 
provincials. Keep them under your 
protection so that they may never forget 
the sense of service and the primacy of 
your will. Thanks be also to all who have 
fulfilled, these last years, their mission 
in fidelity and courage. They have faced 
many challenges in order to help the 
Kingdom of God grow: May they be 
rewarded for their dedication. 
Be praised Lord, for the fraternal life 
shared in the community. Assumption, 
our small family, is at the service of the 
Gospel. Your ardent desire is to see this 
family helping you in humility, while 
having the apostles’ boldness ready to 
face the contradictions of the world in 
witnessing faithfully to your Name. Make 
of us the messengers of the immensity 
of your love for all. The assumptionist 
community is a call to live fraternity in 
diversity, respect of each and every one, 
and the search for unity. Give us your 
Spirit so that we may not waver in the 
search of the common good. Make of all 
the most fainted of heart and the lowest 
of all, capable of receiving the fullness 

of peace and reconciliation. Give us the 
grace of faithfulness to our vows. May 
every one of your children be completely 
dedicated to the cause of disinterestedness 
and of openness to others. May the 
personal ambition and search for 
tranquility never bring us to forget our 
religious consecration. 
Be praised Lord, for our land. It is 
martyred, often by our fault, but still it 
is the only land that gives us water and 
bread. Make that we may always respect 
it and protect it. Give us to share all the 
riches it offers, so that everyone in this 
world may enjoy the benefits of creation. 
Be praised Lord, for the Church, our 
Mother. She is the heir to the long history 
fraught with failures and errors, but she 
has transmitted to us the faith in you. 
Give her to continue boldly on the way to 
peace and joy. Make of us good servants 
devoted and zealous, ready to fight for the 
service of the Gospel until our very last 
breath.
Be praised Lord, for our elder brothers. 
They did all their best to make known 
your Name to the nations. May they have 
the peace of heart! 
Be praised Lord, for the Lay 
Assumptionists, people of splendid 
diversity but strongly united for the sake of 
celebrating and announcing your Name 
to the world. Faithful supporters of our 
communities, they are our co-workers 
for the coming of your Kingdom. Give 
us to love them always, to respect them 
and to associate them to our missionary 
ambition. 
Be praised Lord, for Mary. The Mother of 
your Son Jesus-Christ and our support in 
destress and the sign of solitude. Help us 
to be always more faithful to the spirit of 
the Assumption that allows us to assume 
fully our humanity and to receive the 
grace of salvation. 
Be praised Lord, for the dawn of this year 
2018. Let it be for us and for our relatives 
a year of grace and joy. 
May your Kingdom come! n

Editorial <<

Fr. Benoît Grière

General Superior 
of the 

Augustinians of 
the Assumption
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>> Official

Father Benoît Grière, Superior General,
with his Council, has called

■ TO PERPETUAL PROFESSION
1) CARLSEN Ryan
(North America) (15/12/2017)
2) CERVANTES Rodel Sapalo
(North America) (14/12/2017)
3) LOPEZ SOLIS Marciano
(North America) (14/12/2017)

■ call to DIACONATE
4) NGUYEN VAN Duc Antoine
(Europe) (13/12/2017)

Calls, appointments, approvals...

■ APPROVAL OF THE FORMATORS

Father Benoît Grière, General Superior, with the consent 
of his General Plenary Council has approved the 
appointment of:

Father  Boniface MUHINDO 
MUTAHI as the Novice 
Master of Sokodé (Togo) ;

Father Nicolas TARRALLE 
as the Superior of the 
Community of Ouagadougou 
(Burkina Faso).

■ APPOINTMENT

Father Benoît Grière, General 
Superior, with the consent of 
his General Plenary Council has 
appointed Father Vincent 
LECLERCQ (Province of 
Europe) General Secretary 
for Formation
(go to pages 7 - 9)

■ OPENING
OF NEW COMMUNITIES

Father Benoît Grière, General Superior, with the 
consent of his General Plenary Council gave his 
agreement for the opening of:

- a community at Cerro Azul (Province 
of Brazil) ;

- a community for parish ministry at 
Chekereni (Tanzania, Province of 
Africa) ;

- a community for parish ministry 
at Loliondo (Tanzania, Province of 
Africa) ;
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The PGC---as if you were there
All those in our congregation know this acronym. It was developed by 
the Chapter of 2011, as a form of government that is still not clearly 
understood---especially by those who have never been directly involved.  
Here are the first impressions of a novice, on the occasion of the first 
session of a new PGC resulting from the 33rd General Chapter.

It is a conference room, similar 
to many others like it, config-
ured for an international meet-

ing:  a dozen tables and chairs 
of standard comfort, headsets 
and receivers for simultaneous 
translations but not many printed 
documents (most of the docu-
ments were dispersed through the 
Internet).  There are cables every-
where for the computers.  This all 
takes place in D’Alzon Hall in 
the General House in Rome, dur-
ing which time the Plenary Gen-
eral Council of the Congregation 
is gathered. The session began 
on December 1st and took place 
for ten full days.  This is a place 
known by many and, in some 
ways, quite ordinary.

This room, however, consti-
tutes for the greater majority of 
religious, a place of mystery since 
it houses such an important gath-
ering.  What is, then, the PGC ?  
What is its purpose ? How does 
it function ? Through the eyes of 
a neophyte in this group---in this 
case, the new Secretary General-
--I perhaps can help the greater 

body of Assumptionists to under-
stand more fully the purpose and 
inner workings of this authorita-
tive group.  All this, following the 
first session that took place with 
its new members as a result of the 
General Chapter.  The confiden-
tiality of the discussions will be 
maintained throughout my expla-
nation.  

This being the first meeting, it 
was interesting to note the vari-
ous experiences that each mem-
ber brought to the table.  Of the 
five members of the OCG, three 
maintained the same titles that 
they had previously held, that of 
Superior General and Assistants 
to the Superior General (Ben-
oît Grière, Marcelo Marciel and 
Didier Remiot); one other, José 
Miguel Diaz Ayllón, had already 
been given another title (formerly 
as Provincial and currently as As-
sistant to the General); for Thi-
erry Kambale Kahongya, it was 
his first time appointed to the 
Council!  In relation to the six 
Provincials, who constitute the 

PGC in joining with the OCG, 
four had already been members:  
Luiz Gonzaga Da Silva (Brazil), 
Protais Kabila Kalondo (Africa), 
Juan Carlos Marzolla Laius (An-
dean Province)and Joseph Eti-
enne Ratala Rafanmabinantsoa 
(Madagascar); two others were 
also new to the positions:  Ben-
oît Bigard (Europe) and Dennis 
Gallagher (North America/Philip-
pines).

My first surprise in observing 
the proceedings:  from the very 
beginning of our work, there was 
little conflict between the “vet-
eran” members and the “new 
members” of the PGC. The dis-
cussions were fluid and the re-
ports were relatively well-known 
(even though the financial ques-
tions may have been a bit harder 
to grasp!). No one seemed over-
whelmed by the proceedings.  It is 
true that the two new Provincials 
had been given a brief orientation 
session by the OCG to prepare 
them (read the insert on page 6).

the Plenary General Council <<
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A second revelation for me has 
to do with the process of elabo-
ration for decision-making that 
is so characteristic of the PGC.  
At the risk of simplification, we 
can look at the roles of the reg-
ular Council members (OCG, 
Provincial Councils), and also 
with the presider (the General, 
the Provincial).  They receive 
the judgments, and sometimes, 
the recommendations of a group 
of collaborators and the Chap-
ters (General or Provincial) who 
set out to develop a plan to bring 
about a necessary consensus.  
The PGC, on the other hand, can 
take some time to ponder certain 
questions, but that is enough to 
point out for now.  This subtle 
balance rests with a small group 
for coordination (one Assistant to 
the General and two Provincials). 
They are responsible for compil-
ing the agenda for the day and 
for moderating the discussions.  
However, it rests on the part of 
the Superior General to assist his 
Council to move forward with re-
flection or a decision, and, some-
times, to the contrary, to refocus 
the discussion for the sake of 
time.  When that happened it was 
necessary to review the discus-

sion to arrive at a determination.  
This was then proposed to the 
assembly of the PGC to become 
approved.

You will find, in the subse-
quent pages, a presentation of the 
principal reports that were ad-
dressed during this first session.  
They are new mandates that will 
be worked on for the next six 
years:  implementation of the 
General Chapter; animation of 
the Congregation; putting into 
place new organizations within 
the community; following the 
“mobilizing works”; first apos-
tolic nominations for new priests; 
nominations and agreements, etc.

The mission of the PGC—in 
the eyes of the observer and his 
interest---is not only in the de-
velopment of these topics that 
can appear like a confusing cata-
log. It consists also, and perhaps 
primarily, to grasp by way of a 
larger picture, the convictions 
retained by the General Chapter.  
Conversely, we must instill in 
these common projects a sense of 
reality so they do not become dis-
connected or disparate.  For ex-
ample, when the PGC examines 
a project to open a new house or 
to nominate someone responsible 

for formation, the decision is not 
made solely on the basis of a lo-
cal understanding, but rather, on 
the basis of what will be best for 
the entire body of Assumption-
ists.

It is impossible for me to con-
vey in this article everything that 
was discussed and everything 
that was « lived » during the ten 
days of our meetings.  Underly-
ing everything, and what isn’t ap-
parent in this discourse, are some 
important factors:  the personal 
connections made amidst the 
differing cultures, in language 
or sensibilities that were devel-
oped and expanded upon among 
the twelve religious responsible 
for the charge of our family.  All 
this took place in an intangible 
manner, as in the quality of dis-
cussion and listening and the 
informal times as well (at least 
two half-days were devoted to 
meetings among Provinces to 
exchange similar concerns).  We 
mustn’t forget the time for prayer 
with the community of Due Pini, 
as in prayer prior to each working 
session.

Finally, and to reinforce a 
theme very dear to Father Ben-
oît Grière, Superior General, the 
PGC stands for a gathering of 
“synodality” and “catholicity”. 
For the benefit of the Congrega-
tion, it allows those responsible 
to move forward together in an 
understanding of issues in the 
totality of the body. It becomes 
then, an irreplaceable means for 
creating unity in our family and 
integrating the totality of our 
realities in line with the Church 
and with humanity.  It was a huge 
undertaking that comprised ten 
days of intense work.  The gath-
ering is now complete, as we 
look forward to a second session 
next June to discover even more!

P. Michel Kubler

Secretary General

The initiation of the two new members of the CGP

Prior to the session of the CGP, the two new Provincials, appointed in 
the summer, Fathers Benoît Bigard (Europe) and Dennis Gallagher (North 
America/Philippines), had the opportunity for a specific time of formation.  
They worked intensely for three days and were initiated by the members 
of the  OCG regarding the various aspects of their responsibilities:  the 
mission of the Province (projects of the Province, accompaniment of per-
sonnel, formation of brothers, participation in the life of the congrega-
tion), resolution of difficult situations, attention to apostolic priorities, 
everyday management, external representation, etc.

These new provincials were able to begin their new experiences and were 
able to take the time to understand issues not always brought to their 
attention among their responsibilities, such as living their service in the 
midst of a spiritual plan.  This session was also appreciated by others as 
they saw it as a means of better understanding one another.

>> the Plenary General Council
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Something new:  
the Secretary General for Formation
The PGC defined the structure and characteristics of the position, 
requested by the General Chapter, and named Fr. P. Vincent Leclerq, 
from the Province of Europe, as the first title-holder.

Will we talk someday in 
Assumption about the 
“SGF”, without it be-

ing necessary to explain what this 
abbreviation means?  We aren’t 
there yet, because the Secretary 
General for Formation (the SGF!) 
was just created:  it was a strong 
recommendation from the 33rd 
General Chapter, as it was devel-
oped into an ordinance, becoming 
a capitulary decision of constrain-
ing capability (Acts n. 45---see 
the text box).

We must remember that our 
Congregation consists of 400 reli-
gious in formation, which is near-
ly 50% of its total workforce:  this 
reality represents a major over-
view of our actual life, applicable 
to matters both human and finan-
cial.  Many things have been done 
already, but there is a lot more to 
do.  It seems only appropriate to 
pull together things that connect 
and to mutualize resources.

The Chapter made it very clear 
regarding the creation of such a 
position for this purpose.  It sug-
gested certain attributes that it 
could look to, but it left things 
to the Superior General and the 
Plenary General Council to de-
cide.  That is what the PGC first 
worked on at the 1st session held 
in Rome, at the beginning of 
December.  The discussions al-
lowed the issues to resurface that 
had been suggested by Fr. Ben-
oît Grière:  “It is wise to give to 

the Assumption the apostles that 
are needed, with a better discern-
ment, a better accompaniment 
and a better formation.”

This allowed the Council to 
specify the modalities that needed 
to be put into place for the SGF 
that would, in fact, be of a pro-
gressive nature.  Therefore, the 
vocation of the Secretary General 
for Formation is to be as a close 

collaborator with the OCG:  he 
should live in Rome during his 
term, but to start, his mission 
will be part-time and will involve 
only pivotal stays at the General 
House.  He will work on the ma-
jority of his mission, as long as it 
doesn’t become too burdensome.  
For this reason, his selected 
spokesmen, will be the respon-
sible provincials of formation 
who will form the SGF with him.  

« SGF » : what was outlined at the General Chapter:

n. 40 : We need a more integrated system of formation within the congre-
gation. To achieve this, we propose the creation of an Office of the Secre-
tary General of Formation.
n. 41 : For guidance purposes only, here are some of the possible res-
ponsibilities of such an office:
- to accompany and encourage formators, in particular those who bear 

central responsibilities at the provincial level and those in charge of 
international formation houses;

- to develop a plan of formation for formators and to oversee the consti-
tution of solid formation teams, based on a regular dialogue with pro-
vincials and the Superior general;

- to make proposals simplifying the discernment process at the different 
levels of formation, often perceived as too complex;

-  to prepare first apostolic assignments, including specialized studies, 
keeping in mind mobilizing works and Assumptionist priorities;

-  to undertake long-term studies regarding the creation of future forma-
tion houses, keeping in mind linguistic criteria (Spanish, English, French, 
etc.) and new territorial entities; 

-  to organize, for formators, sessions regarding the implementation and 
understanding of the     Ratio Institutionis;

-  to undertake a systematic reflection on continued formation and to pro-
pose a plan to be implemented by the time of the next general chapter;

-  to engage in a reflection on the formation of lay religious;
-  to assist in the evaluation of formation plans. 

n. 45 : Ordinance
The Chapter instructs the Superior general in consultation with his PGC 
to create an Office of the Secretary General of Formation. The Superior 
General in consultation with his PGC will determine the powers and the 
members of this Office. It will be overseen by a Secretary General (cf #37-
38).
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This Secretary General for For-
mation will, however, work with 
the superiors of the four inter-
national communities of forma-
tion for Assumptionists (CIFA), 
the Masters of novices, etc. As a 
result, the work of the SGF will 
evolve gradually, according to the 
urgencies of formation among the 
Provinces. 

The PGC was in agreement on 
the qualifications to look for in 
this position:  a religious having 
perpetual profession, young but 
with some experience in matters 
of formation, having good ideas, 
capable of working with a team, 
familiar with studies, understand-
ing languages . . .It does not have 
to be a “formator general”, who 
alone accompanies the young re-
ligious, but a secretary general, 
able to animate a group while 
keeping track of those under his 
care.  We equally insist on the ne-
cessity of reinforcing the specific 
Assumptionist dimension in the 
formation.

Of the reflections of the PGC, 
these were the outcomes:

• One aspect consists of the ap-
pointment of P. Vincent Lecler-
cq, from the Province of Europe 
(read his profile in the text box), 
by the Superior General with the 
affirmation of the PGC

• The other is a letter of mis-
sion for the Secretary General of 
Formation, which consists of the 
following content:

« to Father Vincent Leclercq 
(Community of Lille-France)

Dear Vincent.

In an effort to make our system 
of formation more cohesive, the 
33rd General Chapter requested 
the creation of a Secretary Gen-
eral of Formation (Acts of the 
Chapter, n. 45). It is through the 

application of this ordinance, 
with the agreement of the Plenary 
General Council, that I name you 
Secretary General for Formation, 
for one year (renewable). 

Under the authority of the 
Superior General, you will of-
fer technical support to the PGC 
and the OCG, in their mission to 
provide an adequate formation to 
our brothers, who respond to the 
demands of an Augustinian reli-
gious life and a life of apostolic 
authenticity.

This mission will take as its 
source of inspiration the text from 
the General Chapter of 2017 re-
garding formation and from the 
Ratio Institutionis, which was re-
vised during that Chapter.  This 
mission that I charge you with 
consists of the following de-
mands:

- To put in place the Secre-
tary General for Formation.  The 
Secretary General of Formation 
is comprised of the Secretary 
General of Formation, who will 
be supported in his work by the 
Formators of the Provinces and 
Vice-Provinces. To assure that 
this Secretary, at intervals, will 
live in community and will go pe-
riodically to Rome to work with 
the Ordinary General Council.

- Prepare for the Superior 
General, in his Ordinary General 
Council, the admission files for 
perpetual profession and orders, 
as well as the documents for first 
apostolic nominations.

- Organize meetings with the 
Formators from International 
Communities (CIFA).

- Put into place a data bank for 
Assumptionist formation, in col-
laboration with the digital conti-
nent established in the Province 
of Europe.

- Assist the Superior General in 
his mission to define the priorities 
of formation for the future and to 
organize formation sessions by 
developing ad hoc committees, if 
necessary.

After a one-year evaluation 
with the Superior General in his 
Ordinary General Council, nec-
essary plans will be made for the 
present mission.

It, therefore, remains with P. 
Vincent Leclercq to begin his 
work.  The Secretary General for 
Formation will begin to involve 
himself in these new tasks at the 
beginning of 2018, in all aspects 
of his availability in respect to 
his engagements for the academic 
year in progress.

M. K.

International Sessions/Meetings

The PGC proposed to the OCG (Ordinary General Council) to organize, from 
now until the next General Chapter (2023), meetings for formation and ani-
mation that will take place each year.  The following is the calendar deve-
loped up to this point (further details may need to be finalized):
2018 (October) :  meetings with the seven Novice Masters, in Rome (Acts of 
the Chapter, n.44)
2019 (June):  meetings on reviewing the missionary experience, in Rome 
(Acts of the Chapter, n.62)
2020:  gathering of the lay members, in Nimes (Acts of the Chapter, n. 121)
2021: meetings for the Formators, in Nairobi (cf. Acts of the Chapter, n.26)
2022:  meetings on the topics of youth and vocations
. . . not forgetting the meeting of the members of the CIFA, every two years 
(Acts of the Chapter, n. 44)

>> the Plenary General Council
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Fr. P. Vincent Leclercq, 
1st Secretary General for 
Formation

« 

Medicine is my profession; being an 
Assumptionist is my vocation.” These 
were the words of Fr. P. Vincent Leclercq 
during an interview.  He also could have 
added: “Formation is my mission!” 
He was born 48 years ago in Northern 
France, and began studying medicine 
from 1987 to 1996 in Lille, previously 
specializing in palliative care, and la-
ter in tropical medicine in Marseille, 
which he was able to put into prac-
tice in Benin.  Later, he studied ethics 
and medical ethics in Paris. He lived in 
Boston (USA) for three years where he 
received a Doctor in Moral Theology 
with his thesis, “Vulnerability and the 
Kingdom of God: a theological ethic in 
the time of Sida”. 
It was in Lille that a young Vincent en-
countered the Assumptionists and made 
his postulancy.  He did his novitiate in 
Sceaux in 1998-1999, followed by theo-
logical studies in Paris, in community 
at the Rue Morère.  He professed per-
petual vows in 2003, and continued in 
Lille from 2004 to 2005, where he was 
ordained. When he returned to Paris, 
he taught moral theology, bioethics and 
ethics of the family at the Catholic Insti-
tute until 2014.  At that point, he depar-
ted for Africa for three years to work in 
Kinshasa (RD-Congo).  He worked with a 
group of 40 young religious.  Since 2017, 
he has worked at the Catholic University 
of Lille.   
Besides his apostolates, Fr. Vincent has 
committed himself to the Lay-Religious 
Alliance.  He accompanied them in his 
Province, as well as with the formation 
of students to the public life (Olivaint 
Conference).  From 1999 to 2004, he 
worked at the heart of the NGO (non-
governmental organization), “Doctors 
of the world” in Paris, to care for the 
most needy.

Funding for Congregation 
Projects by the Office of 

Development and Solidarity 
« Assumptio Adveniat »

2017 was the best year for 
the collection of funds since 
the creation of the Bureau of 
Development and Solidar-
ity (BDS) in 2008.  Twenty-
eight projects, for which the 
requests for proposals were 
formed by the Bureau and 
sent to organizations, were al-
located funding for a total of 
$765,800 (as of December 31, 
2017.  

The majority of projects 
(85%) involved Africa:  RD-
Congo (57%), East Africa 
and West Africa (32%), the 
remaining 11% went to Mada-
gascar and to Rome. ISEAB 
received the greatest amount 
from this total---$507,000.00.  
There were contributions 
from 18 different organiza-
tions that are very faithful to 
us.  We are always faced with 
the challenge of increasing 
the number of organizations 
for the purpose of adding to 
our donations, specifically for 
construction costs.

In his report to the PGC, Fr. 
Luc Martel, Director of the 
BDS, strongly emphasized 
the need to apply to the BDS, 

the theme of the last General 
Chapter:  “New wine in fresh 
wineskins.”  The plan to as-
sure continuity, in effect, is 
already contemplated and it 
now must be carried out.  Fr. 
Martel also reminded the PGC 
that the politics of the congre-
gation should be communi-
cated to all the religious and 
all the communities that have 
projects.  There are still some 
people, and some communi-
ties, that submit projects to fi-
nancial organizations without 
the necessary preparation and 
coordination with the BDS.  
This can cause a negative ef-
fect on the reputation of the 
Congregation.  

The bulk of the work of the 
BDS is not only to put together 
requests for proposals (appli-
cation files): it also, more and 
more, has the need to compile 
intermediary reports and final 
reports for projects that are re-
quested by the organizations.  
They also, from their stand-
point, need to account to their 
donors. The BDS, however, 
will not give up while waiting 
for the relief promised. n   
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>> the Plenary General Council

Apostolic and community 
priorities 
How does one translate, in the six years ahead, the large 
focal points of the General Chapter?  The PGC has traced the 
pathway.
 

It is definite that the charism 
of the Assumption is Unity 
according to the 33rd Gen-

eral Chapter. The Chapter also 
determined the places where the 
Congregation wished to focus 
this goal.  However, it has to so-
lidify its choices, by means of 
apostolic and community direc-
tions that should be priorities.  
The PGC has given its blessing 
to the beginnings of its work.  
The following are the areas most 
discussed:

Formation is at the top of 
the list of concerns, along with 
the creation of a Secretary Gen-
eral dedicated for this purpose 
(read page 7) The PGC had 
wished for an evaluation of the 
CIFA (International Community 
of Formation for Assumption-
ists).  During the sessions for 
young priests, organized at the 
level of the Provinces (Acts of 
the Chapter, n.43), it wanted to 
circulate a paper via a common 
means. It is concerned with the 
large numbers of young men in 
formation who leave the Con-
gregation, and it emphasized 
the importance of developing a 
formation that is specifically As-
sumptionist.

The focus on youth min-
istry, as articulated within the 
boundaries of our Chapter, mo-
tivates us to conscientiously im-
prove our work with the young, 
within a hierarchy of importance 

for each Province and most cer-
tainly for each community.

Work with vocations 
was emphasized by a keyword: 
discernment! The extreme diver-
sity in situations and challenges, 
based on our regions (some rich 
in vocations, others very poor in 
vocations) and also the varying 
cultures, demands that all voca-
tional projects be addressed at 
the Congregational level.  For 
provincial and local plans, there 
is a golden rule:  “We will not 
have vocations without an inten-
sity of our religious life, as such 
that demands our Rule of Life” 
(B. Grière).

Finances will not lose their 
importance in the years ahead 
in the Congregation, far from 
the contrary! The PGC has been 
talking from the perspective of a 
better pooling of resources (not 
solely originating from Europe, 
necessarily), but emphasizing the 
very useful role of the Economic 
Council of the Congregation.

Our community orga-
nization will experience, very 
shortly, some very significant 
changes in growth within the 
body of the Assumption : the 
issues, then, will be to develop 
dialogue, solidarity and co-re-
sponsibility.

The creation of an Assump-
tionist data bank was dis-

cussed as an urgent need, because 
for various reasons, resources of 
this nature that existed are no 
longer of possible use today: a 
workforce should be established 
to collect needed documents for 
the entire congregation and to 
have them digitized.

Probation, or putting it 
into place, was requested by the 
Chapter (cf. Acts, n. 38), and 
will be organized at the Provin-
cial level for the intention of 
religious already having several 
years of perpetual profession.  
The purpose being to assist them 
to return to the fundamentals of 
the Assumptionist religious life.  
We insist on the quality of this 
preparation for the participants.

International meet-
ings are very precious tools for 
formation and animation in the 
Congregation, as the General 
Chapter has previously indicated.  
The PGC has therefore estab-
lished an agenda for the upcom-
ing six years of its mandate (note 
the calendar in the text box).

Many fruits still have to be 
garnered concerning the As-
sumptionist role in education, 
as a result of the Educational 
Congress held in Worcester, 
Massachusetts, in 2016. Initia-
tives were set in place to encour-
age reflection for regional plans, 
notably in Africa and in Europe 
(Belgium).
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Assumption 
Solidarity 
Campaign 
in 2018

Each year, the PGC appeals to 
the Congregation for solida-

rity in favor of various Assump-
tionist projects throughout the 
world.  This mobilization often 
finds itself in the context of 
Lent.

For the year 2018, the PGC 
decided that this « Campaign of 
Solidarity in Asssumption » has 
as its objective to assist three 
houses in Africa with indispen-
sable vehicles for their use.  In 
effect, the donating groups 
would agree that 50% of the ac-
quired funds would be used and 
the remaining funds would be 
acquired elsewhere. The three 
vehicles to purchase are:

• one jeep 4X4 for the postulate 
at Katembere (RDC, Kivu);

• a minibus for the CIFA Emma-
nuel House at Nairobi (Kenya);

• one jeep 4X4 for the postulate 
at Bibwas (RDC, Kinshasa).

All the communities, as well 
as the works and parishes 
dependent on the Congregation 
are invited to contribute, to the 
extent of their capabilities, to 
carry out the plan of fraternal 
solidarity.

Following 
the Mobilizing Works
One of the little-known tasks of the PGC 
consists of making yearly evaluations on 
the works of the Congregation that have 
been defined  by the General Chapter as « 
mobilizing ». Four of the seven works were 
on the agenda for the first session of the new 
Council.

Accompagner

This organization in Brus-
sels, Belgium, founded 

and presided over by Fr. Guy 
Leroy, is in full development.  
One can rejoice in this fact, as 
its reason for being is more and 
more justified.  We can also 
take heart in the fact that this 
indicates a belief in the precari-
ousness of certain individuals 
living in Western society who 

need “accompaniment”.  They 
need assistance with visits to 
administrative and governmen-
tal appointments of all kinds---
without which their social mar-
ginalization becomes a vicious 
cycle.  
In its annual report, the orga-
nization points out its planning 
for added locations, always 
in the region of Koekelberg, 
which is also part of the “Ma-
ranatha” community.  It also 
points out the development of 
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formation for those being wel-
comed (most notably in legal and 
psychological aspects) and for the 
volunteer helpers (accompaniers).  
A common subsidy is henceforth 
acquired.
There are several statistics for 
Accompagner (totals for 2016) :  
866 people were helped (this is 
double the number for 2011); four 
staff members at the headquar-
ters, particularly for assistance 
with social and legal issues; and 
approximately a dozen volunteers 
for accompaniment, not only in 
the Belgian capital but through-

out the country.  Their tasks ad-
dress administrative questions 
(paperwork, appointments, etc.), 
help with housing and work, 
with budgetary difficulties, with 
appointments having to do with 
the courts, health problems, etc. 
There is also a network of pray-
ing volunteers who support, in a 
spiritual way, what is being done 
in an earthly way.
The expertise of Accompagner 
is recognized not so much by the 
powers that be in Belgium but by 
the effect of the NGOs (non-gov-
ernmental organizations) on the 

social scene.  That should be the 
discussion at many association 
forums/meetings.  We have seen 
young people from the university 
spend time with us as part of their 
studies! The media is beginning 
to open up, as the 10th anniver-
sary of our association is upon us.  
The biggest challenge each year 
is to find financial resources so as 
to allow this mission to continue.
For more information:
http://www.accompagner.be/

Assumption College

It’s a difficult situation that ex-
ists at our college in Worcester 

(Massachusetts, USA): that of a 
superior private institution in the 
United States, with a workforce at 
a low point slipping due to the fact 
of an unsteady demographic—
therefore, with finances that must 
be managed with rigor---and also, 
with a crisis in confidence made 
known by part of the faculty.  The 
local Assumptionists, who num-
ber ten religious and many of 

whom are professors, have 
maintained their confidence 
in the administration during 
this derisive time.
This difficulty has not pre-
vented Assumption College 
from acquiring new stu-
dents (there were 550 new 
students at the most recent 
admission), and it is classi-
fied as one of the best insti-
tutions in its category in the 
United State.  A new aca-
demic center was recently 
constructed and a statue 
of Saint Augustine wel-
comes the students therein.  
New courses are being in-
troduced:  health science, 

behavioral analysis, science of 
engineering, medical assistant-
ship, cyber-security, etc. On-line 
courses are being developed and 
the interest of students for studies 
in non-Western cultures are being 
considered as a means of aiding 
in job searches and job security.  
Along with these changes one 
must consider not eradicating the 
classical tradition that was in-
stilled in the College in the area 
of letters, the arts and even the 

law.  And, like those before, the 
College benefits from the Chris-
tian identity upon which it was 
established and upon which such 
an identity was implemented---in 
the spirit of the Assumption. It 
is through this chaplaincy that 
seven religious conduct liturgies, 
organize times of recollection 
and provide religious accompa-
niment, linked with the Assump-
tionist community.
Lastly, Assumption College en-
tertains its international con-
nections, in particular through 
relations with other educational 
institutions of the Congregation, 
particularly in Africa and Latin 
America, and also with the Phil-
ippines (language school, Bayard, 
social work).  It also has a satel-
lite campus based at our property 
of Due Pini with the name “Vil-
lino Dufault”, which continues 
with great success to promote its 
mission of uncovering Europe 
and its culture to two classes of 
twenty students each year.
For more information:
www.assumption.edu

>> the Plenary General Council
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Bayard

The new Director of Ba-
yard came to the PGC 

to present facts pertaining to 
this “work-enterprise”:  Pas-
cal Ruffenach, the new pres-
ident, and Florence Guémy, 
the new general director, 
were introduced by the two 
former heads, Alain Augé 
and Fr. André Antoni.

Bayard has 1900 employees 
throughout the world today 
(most of them in France), 
and it exists with the same 
editorial vitality, symbol-
ized in this year’s best-seller 
Bible, Les récits fondateurs 
(book + DVD) that has been 
promoted through exposi-
tions, concerts and confer-
ences.  As a result, many 
translations have already 
been written.  Many historic 
titles are celebrating signifi-
cant anniversaries:  40 years 
of Astrapi, 50 years of Notre 
temps, and 60 years of Pan-
orama!
These venerable contribu-
tions do not impede new 
things:  the creation of a fes-
tival of sacred music “Via 
aeterna”, at Mont Saint-Mi-
chel (8000 people attended 
its first performance), the 
release of l’Encyclopédie 
Jésus, a series on Laudato 
si and on the Christians of 

the Orient, the launching of 
“Bayard Jeux”, and includ-
ing the adventure of Ba-
yard Bridge that launches 
in China with a local editor.  
The difficulties lie in the 
distribution, the decline in 
spreading Prions en Eglise 
and Pèlerin, most notably.  
There is also the cost of dig-
itizing of the supports and 
the trend of publicity toward 
Google, Apple, Facebook, 
Amazon, etc. 
Just as in the manner of his 
predecessors, the new presi-
dent expressed the need for 
the leadership of Bayard to 
« dialogue with a strong As-
sumption »: « We are not the 
shareholder, and we must 
have a dialectic, an other-
ness.  You and us, in our 
diverse capacities, need to 
talk”, stated Pascal Ruffen-
ach.
Father General recalled that 
for the Assumption, Bayard 
was « at one time a work 
and a business », that should 
not be viewed as a means of 
self-finance but rather as a 
mobilizing work , with an 
apostolic goal that should be 
made known: to be a Chris-
tian voice in contempo-
rary debates and presenting 
Christianity to younger gen-
erations. Fr. Grière thanked 
the director for attending, 
“not just to share accounts 
but for sharing your pas-
sion”.  He also noted: “We 
are proud of you, of your 
staff, for all that you do in 
the context of a complete 
evolution.”
For more information :  
http://www.groupebayard.
com/

ISEAB

ISEAB was created in 2002 to provide 
a stronger legal base to the Institute 

of Philosophy of Saint-Augustin of Bu-
lengera and it continues to do so.  Be-
sides philosophy, the choice to create 
three new strands (management and data 
processing, science and techniques of 
development, information sciences and 
communication) have been warranted 
due to the local political and social at-
mosphere, coinciding with the Assump-
tionist concern for justice, peace and 
solidarity with the poor.  
Following the Education Congress 
in Worcester at Assumption College 
(2016), a d’Alzon Chair was created 
last October to develop pedagogy in the 
spirit of the Assumption.  Elsewhere, the 
Provincial Chapter of Africa recently 
defined education according to Father 
d’Alzon as an apostolic project for the 
next six years, with the hope of contrib-
uting to a way out from the complex cri-
ses that exist in the continent of Africa. 
This would remain faithful to the wishes 
of our founder to re-establish society 
by returning to Jesus Christ, as the ap-
proach for the education of our youth 
and for their teaching.
Among the recent developments are the 
following: the new campus, welcom-
ing nearly 300 students to the site of 
Vulamba, has been enhanced to include 
new forms of transportation and lodging 
for students.  Today, ISEAB consists of 
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more than 650 students---and it is 
to be emphasized---presents a fi-
nancial picture that is much more 
balanced if we look at the oppor-
tunities for construction, and if 
we count on receiving a subsidy 
from the country that is in line 
with its private status.

The engagement of the Congo-
lese Assumptionists is extremely 
important at the administrative 
level (the four members of its 
Administrative Committee are all 

religious) and as teachers. Many 
young religious are currently re-
ceiving instruction.  About forty 
Assumptionists are directly in-
volved, through one title or an-
other, along with the lay people.  
It is to be noted that the Chancel-
lor of ISEAB is none other than 
the Superior General of the Con-
gregation!
For more information : 
http://www.iseab.org/

The three other mobilizing 
works validated by the 2011 
General Chapter and confirmed 
by the Chapter of 2017, are the 
network of schools in the bush 
of Madagascar; the youth hos-
tel, Adveniat in Paris, France; 
and the Center of Saint-Peter-
Saint Andre of Bucharest (Ro-
mania).  The PGC will evaluate 
them next June.

Meeting in Tanzania

According to a tradition already established, one of the two annual sessions of the PGC, usually in the 
month of December takes place in Rome and the other, in June, in a country having an Assumptionist 

establishment :  Brazil (Pinhal) in 2016, Kenya (Nairobi) in 2015, and France (Saint Lambert-des-Bois) in 
2014.

For the second session of its tenure, the new PGC has chosen to meet in Arusha (Tanzania), from June 1 
to June 11, 2018.  This will afford the Council the opportunity to better understand an Assumptionist real-
ity that is in full expansion, as two new houses have been agreed upon (read page 4).  Thus, there is a  
restructuring of the map of Assumptionist establishments in the country of the future Vice-Province of East 
Africa.

>> the Plenary General Council
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« Together we search the path on 
which God wants us to walk »
In his closing remarks of the 1st Session of the new PGC, Fr. 
Benoît Grière, Superior General, emphasized the necessity for 
the consecrated life, to live to the fullest a life of synodality.  The 
following are some of his principal points.

“We witness in our world an 
acceleration of time:  the re-
ligious life should give the 

testimony of time taken for dis-
cernment.  Pope Francis, for the 
50th Anniversary of the institu-
tion of the Synod of Bishops (Oc-
tober 17, 2015), said: “A synodal 
Church is one that listens, listen-
ing with conscience is ‘more than 
listening’ (Evangelii gaudium n. 
171).  It is a reciprocal listening 
in which each one has something 
to learn. The faithful people, the 
Episcopal College, the Bishop 
of Rome, each one listens to the 
other; and all listen to the Spirit, 
the ‘Spirit of Truth’ (Jn 14, 17), 
to find out what he says to the 
Church (Ap 2, 7).”

Francis also said, in the same 
discourse:  « We should advance 
on the path.  The world in which 
we live, and the one we are 
called to love and serve even in 
its contradictions, requires of the 
Church to reinforce its synergy 
in all aspects of its mission.  The 
path of synodality is exactly what 
God expects from the Church of 
the third millennium.”

I am quoting this discourse 
of Pope Francis because it in-
spires me for our work in the 
PGC:  listen reciprocally, listen 
to the Spirit, and synergy.  That 
is to say, put our forces together 
for the mission.  Without sound-
ing pretentious, I believe that the 
PGC is an exercise in synodality, 

of course limited to the body of 
our congregation, but an exercise 
that is defined by a desire to lis-
ten to one another and to the Holy 
Spirit.  This calling responds to an 
evangelical dynamic and to a mis-
sionary necessity.

Because this call has been giv-
en to us by the Holy Spirit, we can 
discover it among our brothers.  It 
is also because there is a mission-
ary urgency to it that we must re-
inforce our synergy. We unite to 
remain relevant in our work for 
the coming of the Kingdom.  To-
gether we search for the path on 
which God wants us to walk. I 
see, as the Gospel tells us, and as 
I said this morning in my homily, 
a sign of the Kingdom is the fact 
that even the lame walk (Mt 11, 
5). We are the lame---you know 

of my fondness for this Augustin-
ian theme---and we walk together 
on the path.  It is guaranteed that 
we are not in error. 

I hold as a sign for all of our 
communities and our provinces 
this statement of Jesus:  « All 
kingdoms divided against one an-
other are laid waste, their houses 
tumble one after the other » (Lk, 
11, 17).  This very clearly con-
nects to the appeal of the 33rd 
General Chapter asking us to be 
men of unity in a divided world.  
The exercise begins concretely 
at the heart of the PGC, here and 
now! (. . .) We develop, little by 
little, a true common conscience 
and we have as our assignment to 
pass on our method of working in 
our provincial situations, beyond 
the PGC. It is one of the issues 
along with the creation of the Vi-
cariats and of the Vice-Province 
of East Africa.  We have to ini-
tiate our new participants to this 
Assumptionist synodality.”

 (. . . ) Christmas is approach-
ing.  I wish that each of you can 
live this season of the arrival of 
the Lord with hope and joy. The 
Assumption is loved by God, I 
am convinced.  Our little family, 
having as an ambition to prepare 
for the coming of the Kingdom, 
will have its word to say.  Dear 
brothers, I renew to you my fra-
ternal love and wish you good 
luck in your work.  I declare the 
1st PGC closed.  Thank you!”  n
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My life with Assumption 
In each issue, AA Info will present Lay Assumption 
from here and there; 
today, one from Africa and one from Europe.

Ferdinand Sahani (Goma, RD-Congo) : 

‘We learn to deepen the family spirit of the Assumption’.

What does mean for you to be a Lay As-
sumptionist?
For us, it means to commit ourselves to 
remain followers of Emmanuel d’Alzon, 
adapting the charism, the spirituality and the 
family spirit in our family and at work (in us 
and around us). It also means to get involved 
in the mission of the Assumption, active and 
contemplative, through prayer, fraternal life 
as well as the specific apostolate of the As-
sumption like teaching, press, pilgrimages, 
etc.

 How do you live that link in your African 
context ?  
We have put together a method allowing us 
to appropriate the charism and the spiritu-
ality of the Asssumption: it is in organizing 
small units of a dozen lay Assumptionists 
whose families live nearby, like in the reli-
gious communities. This is where we learn 
to deepen the family spirit through weekly 
meetings, going from one family to the 
other, where joys and pains of each other. 
Thanks to the writings of Fr. D’Alzon, our 

founder, through the various decisions of the 
General Chapters of the Congregation and 
our Way of Life, we deepen the spiritual life 
of our small units.
Moreover, with the Assumptionist commu-
nities, our alliance is manifested through 
our participation in the recollections, our 
support in the life of the parishes run by the 
Assumption, our fraternal participation dur-
ing the major celebrations, etc.
Finally, this link is visible through apos-
tolic initiatives that we undertake in the 
name of the Lay Assumption Alliance. As 
an example, the building of an Assumption-
ist Spiritual Centre ‘Emmanuel d’Alzon’ 
(CAEMMA), for the formation of the youth 
and the needy, along seminars of formation. 
There are also publications which adapt the 
charism and the spirituality of the Assump-
tion to our family life in order to help use 
pedagogical tools: seven such ‘compasses’ 
are already in use.

Following the last General Chapter, what 
are you expecting from the Congrega-
tion?
We are expecting:
- The support of the initiatives of the Lay 

Assumption in the context of the Alliance;
- The strengthening of communications be-

tween the people in charge of the Alliance;
- Offices for the postulation in every area 

where the Lay Assumptionists live;
- To define apostolic actions proper to the 

Alliance, besides those which are exclu-
sive to the religious or the Lay Assump-
tionists;

- A unified plan of formation for the Lay 
Assumptionists;

>> Lay Assumption
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Marie-Claire (Toulouse, France) : 

‘That Assumption become more visible via the Lay Assumptionists !’

What does it mean for you to be 
a Lay Assumptionist woman?
It is important indeed to put the 
question to the feminine: I am a 
lay woman in link (because com-
mitted) to a male religious Con-
gregation. I will not conform 
uniquely to the definition given 
by the international Way of Life, 
but in adding to it the particulars 
of a family life, even at distance, 
I dare to say sometimes by proxy. 
To be a Lay Assumptionist is, in 
my modest way, to live closely 
the life of the Gospel while re-
maining in the world, in my fam-
ily and professional context. It is 
also the opportunity to be sup-
ported through the trials, to share 
the good and not so good mo-
ments with brothers, with other 
Lay Assumptionists of the family.

How do you live this link in 
your European context?
Do you mean Europe according 
to the geographical definition or 
the Assumptionist one? The sur-

face is not quite the same! I live 
geographically in Europe, but the 
Alliance in France is mainly alive 
in Paris, where I do not live. So, 
I live it less physically, even in 
my relationship. I am closer to 
my Spaniard companions than 
with my French ones, following 
their activities via the internet. 
For the European Assumption, it 
is more complicated due to the 
various languages present. I am 
more in link with brothers and 
Lay Assumptionists from French 
and English languages. I like to 
know the activities run jointly by 
religious and lay members, not so 
much to copy them but to be in-
spired by them according to the 
availability.

Following the latest General 
Chapter, what are you expect-
ing from the Congregation?
I could reverse the question since 
the Alliance works both ways. 
As for me, I prefer the verb ‘rec-
ommend’ rather than ‘expect’. I 

would recommend  to 
remember that the Lay 
Assumptionists are 
not necessarily living 
close to parishes run 
by the Assumptinists, 
that the Lay members 
are not all necessarily 
retired from work or 
have such a budget that 
would allow them to 
travel for meetings, but 
that all need the pres-
ence of brothers. On 
the other hand, I do not 

know if the reverse is true. The 
Alliance is a reality, a diversity 
that neither the Lay nor the broth-
ers have truly discovered yet. The 
Lay must be able to surprise the 
brothers, but that requires from 
them to have autonomy. This 
is quite a foolish idea that I am 
pleased with. I would like that 
a ‘répartition’ of the committed 
Lay exists, a blog, a Facebook 
account or any other means cap-
turing the various implications 
of this Alliance which is, in the 
words of Fr. Benoit Grière, ‘ir-
reversible’. Well, it seems to me 
that it is now ‘everyone in his 
own corner’. May the numeri-
cal continent become a reality 
for the Alliance! May the initia-
tives of the Lay around the globe 
be not reserved to the only ones 
who have experienced them but 
that they may be known to all ! 
Assumption is discrete: may it be 
less discrete, more visible  - who 
knows?  -  through the Lay As-
sumption.  n
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Marcel Neusch, Theologian of Religious Life

May 22, 2017, conference of Nicolas Potteau, aa, director of the 
Review Augustinian Itineraries.

Marcel Neusch was a great 
reader of Augustine, in a 

spiritual perspective to the extent 
of making Augustine his “spiri-
tual master” (1). When we look 
at his bibliography and his works, 
we realize that his studies on Au-
gustine are found at the very be-
ginning of his career (his master’s 
degree and his Thesis presented 
in 1972), then we find an eclipse 
of fifteen years before the appear-
ance of all the books that he con-
secrated to Augustine. 
The project of religious life was 
very near and dear to the heart of 
Marcel Neusch. For years, and 
mainly from his academic retreat, 
he dedicated himself very much 
to the service of religious com-
munities, particularly the com-
munities of sisters. Thus, he mul-
tiplied courses to young religious, 
formation sessions, retreats, 
preachings etc.
We have therefore two articles at 
our disposal, entitled “Religious 
vows and Trinitarian life” and 
“Poverty, obedience and chastity. 
A theology of vows in Augus-
tine’s Doctrine” (2). Their issue 
is to understand how Augustine 
considers the three religious 
vows in a perspective that starts 
with and from anthropology. For 
it has been a religious rule and 

documents that deal with monas-
tic life, Augustine did not write a 
comprehensive treaty on religious 
vows. He insists more generally 
on the being itself of the commu-
nity life, that reflects the image 
of the Trinity: “first of all, live in 
a household of perfect harmony, 
having but one heart and one 
mind intent on God.” (Rules I). 
These two articles want to show:
That religious vows allow the 
community to draw near to the 
image of the Trinity
That these vows have also a mys-
tical scope and that they are used 
for the building of the commu-
nity. 
M. Neusch takes-off, of course, 
with his perspective of anthro-
pological predilection. He starts 
from the structure of a human 
soul, subdivided between the esse 
(being) the nosse (knowledge), 
the velle (will). This Trinitarian 
structure gives a certain dyna-
mism to the life of the soul, and 
this dynamism can be expressed 
either positively (these are vir-
tues), either unfortunately, nega-
tively in cases like sin and envy. 
This brings us to complete the 
table with three forms of concu-
piscence that Augustine speaks 

about in book X of Confessions 
(X,35,54…). It consists of pride 
(or century’s ambition), of curios-
ity or concupiscence of eyes, and 
of sensuality or concupiscence of 
the flesh.
We can hence link envy to esse 
(being). Envy is what makes a 
human being to refuse acknowl-
edging that he has received every-
thing from the original gift. Will-
ing to exist by himself and doing 
by himself, a human being seeks 
honors, praise, glory, esteem of 
other people, but also the mate-
rial goods. The opposite virtue is 
therefore humility.
Thereafter, envy of eyes or cu-
riosity designates a wild thirst-
ing of knowing that Augustine 
lived, when he was attracted by 
the shows, the magic practices, 
and the consultations of oracles. 
The wisdom will be a virtue con-
trary to this curiosity.  We will 
come back to that very soon. Fi-
nally, the fleshly envy designates: 
“pleasure, fleshly passion, sen-
sual pleasure” (IA 14, p.23). The 
remedy to the sensuality will be 
love. M. Neusche goes on and 
qualifies these three concupis-
cences as anti-trinity.

>> Assumptionist Portraits
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Three vows.
To each of these vices opposes a 
virtue that will be translated in a 
religious vow. The humility is 
logically a virtue opposed to envy. 
The remedy to envy will be, and 
that may probably surprise us, not 
obedience but poverty. For Au-
gustine, poverty is not first of all 
a question of having, but of being. 
Marcel Neusch picked up in sub-
title the expression of Enquiries on 
the Psalms. 132,26, “The poor of 
God is poor in soul, not in the wal-
let”. Poverty consists in acknowl-
edging that we depend on the 
original gift (IA 14, p. 26), and in 
acknowledging one’s filial condi-
tion. Poverty is hence connected to 
the Father. The purpose of poverty 
is to strengthen the desire for God. 
(Enquiries on the Psalms 132,26).  
From a community point of view, 
poverty understood as the sharing 
of property, but also of souls, aims 
to insure unity and accord. Re-
versely, M. Neusch notifies: “what 
divides, is the appropriation of 
goods and the self-clinging.” (IA 
48, p. 20). Hence, the primordial 
importance of humility.
Concerning obedience, it does not 
correspond directly to humility, 
but it opposes first of all to curi-
osity. It is linked to the virtue of 
wisdom. This shows very well that 
for Augustine, as well as in all bal-
anced theologies for religious life, 
obedience is due, not first of all to 
the superior, but to God. And most 
precisely to the only master, the 
Interior Master: the Logos of God. 
While the word of God should 
have been sufficient for Augus-
tine, this one, out of vain curiosity 
disobeyed the Word and he went 
to seek elsewhere, at the theatre, 
astrology or different supersti-
tious practices.    We can speak of 
obedience when “living by truth, a 
human being does not live by him-
self, but by God; for God himself 
said: I am the truth” (ciu. XIV, 4, 

1, BA 35, p. 361-363). As it is well 
presented in the article, “obedi-
ence is not based first of all on a 
will that should have renounced 
itself, but on intelligence; that is a 
way leading to the truth.” (IA 48, 
p. 22). M. Neusch sees here a mys-
tical dimension, since obedience 
grants desire to the word of God. 
Finally, from a community point 
of view, obedience leads to seek-
ing truth together. 
Finally, chastity opposes cupid-
ity and the fleshly envy. Chastity 
is linked to love, and hence to the 
Spirit that had widespread this love 
in our hearts. (Cf. Rm 5,5). Augus-
tine is very silent about chastity in 
his Rule of Life. Therein, we find 
mainly some indications of pru-
dence, especially in reports con-
cerning different sexes. He insists 
above all on the discipline that 
must exist in human relationship, 
and does not develop so much the 
positive role of chastity. As it has 
been noted by Marcel Neusch, this 
is undoubtedly expressed by the 
personal itinerary of Augustine 
that admits in book X of Confes-
sions that he has not yet wined a 
decisive victory (conf. X, 30, 41). 
Nevertheless, Augustine proposes 
a sighting much mystical when he 
affirms in the De beata unita 3, 18, 
that “He, who is attentive to God 
and holds united to God alone 
is really chaste”. Repeating the 
words of Marcel Neusch, “chastity 
aims to unifying the desire in the 
love of God”.  On the community 
level, Marcel Neusch links that to 
mutual love and to charity. 
This attribution of each of the 
vows with the person of the Trin-
ity is not to be understood in an 
exclusive way. Marcel Neusch 

insists that Christ is the model in 
the life of vows and that he has 
lived all these mentioned vows. 
Religious vows are rooted in the 
earthly life of Christ.  But we find 
a principle of the Trinitarian the-
ology. If a quality is proper to a 
person, which does not mean that 
others come to nothing: “opposite-
ly it is better to bear in mind that 
persons, all the three and each one 
individually, possess these three 
perfections, each one in its proper 
nature” (Trin. XV, 17, 28). 
Finally, from the Augustine’s 
thought, Marcel Neusch gives a 
more mystical and community 
vision than ascetical vows. This 
is important to be reminded upon 
pain of rendering the vision of 
vows generally unlivable and fun-
damentally pelagianists. At the 
same time, the Assumptionists 
has established their foundations 
in the developed anthropology, 
which shows also that they are 
not the superhuman renunciations 
which should have been destined 
only to the elite. For, behind these 
official vows, there are also virtues 
that can be practiced or lived by 
each Christian. 
Let us finish with making a last 
link made by Marcel Neusch be-
tween the three vows and the fa-
mous Augustinian formula “Da 
quod iubes et iube quod uis”, (give 
what you order and order what 
you want). For these vows (or 
these virtues) without the presence 
and the action of grace are a pure 
chimera. This is what separates 
Augustine from Pelage. It is also 
thanks to the same approach that 
religious life can communicate a 
Trinitarian image.

(1). Marcel Neusch, Initiation to Saint Augustine, spiritual master, Paris, Cerf, 
1996.
(2). Marcel Neusch, “Religious Vows and the Trinitarian life”, IA (Jully 1995), 
p. 21-36 and “Poverty, obedience and chastity. A theology of vows according 
to Saint Augustinian” IA 48 (jully 2012), p. 17-30.
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The cause of Father d’Alzon

>> Postulation

In a bright light, his presence and 
his face

And the end of the Acts of the 
last General Chapter, the 
sixth and last text of anima-

tion proposed by the Chapter deals with 
the postulation. Is the holiness of Father 
d’Alzon a conviction for every one of 
us? Are we convinced that holiness is a 
goal for any Christian? What is the im-
portance of the beatification of Father 
d’Alzon? What would add an official 
proclamation? These are a few of the 
questions and many others contained in 
the document. There are possible many 
doubts and how difficult it is today to 
simply believe in holiness, in the reflec-
tion of God that would be printed on the 
face of a person like a mirror and in par-
ticular that of our founder. If we do be-
lieve in the holiness of Father d’Alzon, 
why would it be necessary that he be be-
atified? This questioning makes of us not 
so much sceptics but rather researchers. 

At the beginning of a new mandate of 
the general team heading the Congrega-
tion, the appointment of a new postulator 
wants to give a new breath. Let me first 
thank Father Julio Navarro who worked 
tirelessly for the last ten years as a postu-
lator and then also, in 2011, as archivist 
of the Congregation. The quarterly pub-
lication of the Bulletin Signs of God (21 
issues are recorded) are but a proof of 
that work. It was meant to be a means to 
promote collaboration by all those who 
wanted to help the cause of beatification 
of our founder and spiritual father and to 
make known the favors and graces ob-
tained through his intercession. Father 
Julio had put in place a real network: an 
international secretariat and also dynam-
ic local secretariats in order to encourage 
the promotion of the cause. This grass 
root work was to be continued in a re-
newed way. It would be worth to open 
it up to new means of communication 
which could inform, stimulate and mobi-
lize broadly to the cause of the holiness 

of our founder and of 
a few other great men 
in our Congregation.

The Chapter document insists that our 
communication on the matter has been 
far too modest and shy; it denounces a 
know-how that was lacking in this do-
main. The effort that has been initiated 
must be continued, even amplified, giv-
en what has already been done. It cannot 
be limited to a chronicle once in a while, 
like a recall shot. To make known and 
loved Father d’Alzon to the point of see-
ing him be beatified goes hand in hand 
with the transmission of his charism 
translated in today’s language for a new 
season.

Lay people are committed in the ser-
vice of the postulation, as recalled by the 
General Chapter. They have become pro-
moters of numerous initiatives in inter-
cession prayers to obtain favors through 
Father d’Alzon. How could these expec-
tations fail, the document asks?

Father Hervé Stéphan, when he took 
over as General Superior, left a note in 
the archives declaring that there were 
three areas that needed to be worked 
through: the postulation, the historiogra-
phy and the archives.

The postulator does not make saints, 
really. In a sailing boat race, he is the 
skipper who looks for the favorable wind 

The competent bishop

For the diocesan trial on the heroic virtues, it is the bishop of the 
diocese where the servant of God has died. For the recognition 
of the presumed miracle, it is the bishop where the event took 
place.
The declaration on the absence of worship:
According to the arrangements of Pope Urban Vlll, it is forbid-
den that a servant of God be the object of a public worship, but 
not of a private devotion (art. 117 of the decree Sanctorum Ma-
ter, dated 17th May 2007). This declaration about the absence 
of worship takes place after the procedure of the diocesan trial 
and took place on 25th June 1934 and was confirmed on 20th 
October 1958. It is understood that this absence of worship must 
continue and be verified until the beatification itself.

It is at 
these 
various 
levels 
that the 
Congre-
gation 
must be 
mobilized 
in favor 
of the 
cause.

“
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of the Holy Spirit. But he has no 
need of smaller sails. He is also 
the one to hand over, since pos-
tulators come and go. Where can 
be found the archives that would 
allow the file of a miracle to come 
to a positive conclusion? Where 
is this space to gather the works 
consecrated to the cause of Fa-
ther d’Alzon? The building site 
is huge if one takes seriously the 
matter. It cannot be the affair of 
one single person but the efforts 
of all, each one bringing his own 
stone to the building, one through 
prayer, the other through his/her 
apostolate to the sick people, 
this other through his preaching 
or in more specific or technical 
means, etc. Let us not be satisfied 
with standing along the road. The 
Chapter document speaks about 
Provincial postulation teams that 
need to be energized. It is at these 
various levels that the Congrega-
tion must be mobilized in favor of 
the cause.

Let us see where the cause 
stands today. The opening of the 
diocesan trial took place on 1st 
February 1931. It was completed 
by 18th December 1934.  The 
Roman trial was opened on 20th 
February 1935. The informative 
trial was ended on 13th July 1937. 
The decree of the introduction of 
the cause (apostolic trial) is dated 
29th May 1958. In March 1986, 
the ‘positio’ was handed over to 
the Congregation of the cause of 
the Saints. The commission of the 
cardinals approves it on 19th No-
vember 1991 and Pope John Paul 
ll signs the decree of the heroic 
virtues of Father d’Alzon on 21st 
December 1991, which defines 
Father d’Alzon a ‘venerable’. 
The next step is the beatification 
itself, an act through which the 
pope authorizes the local worship 
of ‘a servant of God’. It presup-
poses the authenticity of a mira-
cle through his intercession. The 

authentified miracle must have 
happened after the death of the 
servant of God, as an attestation 
of his communion with God after 
his death. When the healing of a 
person of an extraordinary char-
acter happens in the context of a 
prayer to God through the inter-
cession of a dead faithful, it is the 
duty of a local bishop to judge the 
opportunity to open a diocesan 
inquiry to assess the exact cir-
cumstances, both at the medical 
and spiritual levels. If the bishop 
judges it fit, after consulting with 
experts, he constitutes a tribunal 
in charge of pursuing the trial ac-
cording to the norms of Canon 
Law. At the end of this trial, the 
acts are transmitted to the Ro-
man Congregation for the cause 
of the Saints. Following rigorous 
proceedings and the intervention 
of numerous medical experts and 
theologians, the assembly of the 
Congregation, made up of cardi-
nals and bishops, decides if it is 
convenient or not to submit the 
case to the final judgement of the 
pope. When the pope recognizes 
the miracle, the door to beatifi-
cation is wide opened. The pro-
cedures, since a papal decree on 
23rd September 1916, are done 
through new regulations on the 
assessment of the miracle by 
medical experts.

Today, more than ever before, 
‘in the life of our companions in 
humanity more perfectly trans-
formed in the image of Christ’ 
(cf. 2 Co. 3, 18), God manifests to 
men in a bright light his presence 
and his face. Through them, God 
himself speaks to us, he gives us 
a sign of his Kingdom and brings 
us closer to it, so great is the num-
ber of witnesses that surrounds us 
(cf. He. 12, 1) and the truth of the 
Gospel that is being attested (Lu-
men Gentium, 50)

Bernard Le Léannec,

Postulator General

List of postulators and vice-postulators 

Fr. Arthur Deprez : 01/02/1931
Fr. Romuald Souarn : 15/08/1942
Fr. Jude Verstean : 08/05/1948
Fr. Aubain Colette 12/11/1952
Fr. Pierre Touveneraud : 29/04/1970
Fr. Wilfrid Dufault : 29/09/1983 (Fr. Désiré Deraedt, vice-postulator)
Fr. Camille Thibaut : 23/12/1996 (vice-postulator)
Fr. Bernard Holzer 14/12/1999
Fr. Vincent Cabanac : 18/04/2005
Fr. Julio Navarro Roman: 30/06/2008
Fr. Bernard Le Léannec : 20/10/2017
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The novitiates of the Augustinians of the 
Assumption (2nd part:  1880-1923)

We continue the publication of the complete 
story of the novitiates in our Congregation 
written by Fr. Patrick Zago, the archivist of 
the Province of Europe. This second part 
covers the period starting with the death 
of Fr. D’Alzon up to the General Chapter of 
1923.

Osma (Spain) 1880-1886
Osma, or more precisely Burgo 
de Osma where the novitiate was 
settled on 24 December 1880, at 
the time of the first expulsion of 
teaching Congrerations out of 
France.  The local bishop allowed 
the Assumption to occupy a for-
mer monastery of the Carmelite 
Fathers, abandoned since 1835. 
Both novitiates, that of Sèvres 
and of Nïmes, join together under 
the leadership of Fr. Emmanuel 
Bailly. The novitiate starts on 
24 December 1880. Just like for 
the Carmelites, food is frugal: 
‘Br. Polycarpe gets busy with the 
vegetable garden which is, as we 
know, the main resource of the 
house in Osma’. (2)  It is the first 
time that a novitiate of the As-
sumption occupies a real monas-
tery, with its cloister, cells, sanc-
tuary stalls; Nîmes was a college, 
Auteuil, le Vigan and Sèvres were 
private houses more or less adapt-
ed for the purpose, the house on 
François 1st street, an apostolate 
house, At Osma, the monastic 
practices got stronger and have 
left traces later in our ritual book. 
The Ephémérides teach us that, 
on 7 March 1882, the novices of 
Osma change their former habit 
for that of the Augustinians. (3) It 
is also a novitiate full of life and 
various activities, intellectual, 
cultural and apostolic. The Sou-
venirs give an account of pilgrim-

ages of the novices to Our Lady 
of Pilar, to Avila, to Santiago de 
Compostella (4).

Livry (France) 1886-1900
The expulsion of 1880 did not 
bring bad consequences because 
the government played it loose 
and let the religious come back to 
their convents. Fr. Picard decided 
then to move the novitiate back 
to the surroundings of Paris. On 
5 October 1886, the first group 
of novices from Osma arrives 
at Livry. On the 15 of the same 
month, the postulants receive 
their habit... Livry was a nice 
place with a rich history. A for-
mer abbey of the Xllth century, 
used by the Regular Canons of 
Saint Augustine and secularized 
during the French Revolution, 
it was later sold to some people. 
Madame de Sévigné was familiar 
with the place. The Assumption 
bought it and had the chapel re-
built. On this occasion, a famous 
statue of the Virgin in black wood 
surfaced. This is the statue with 
a smile, placed near the chapel 
that welcomes the visitors at the 
Provincial House on the Denfert-
Rochereau boulvard in Paris.
When reading in the Souvenirs, in 
which the novices loved to write 
and communicate, it sounds like 
the golden age of the novitiates. 
Fr. Picard would come there for 
a rest. Important people were re-

1) We find in Souvenirs that in 
1884 a few novices and students 
on their way to Osma had to stay 
patiently in Paris because they 
were put in quarantine due to 
the cholera present in the capital. 
They finally went to Spain on 4 
November (no. 37, November 
1884, p. 206)
2) Souvenirs, no. 35, 1884, p. 194.
3) Ephémérides de L’Assomption, 
p. 67. Also in Souvenirs, Fr. Picard, 
in a circular letter to all religious, 
asks Fr. Germer-Durand to give all 
the practical advices concerning 
the habit and the Proper ritual of 
the Augustinian Order: ‘The habit 
of the Augustinian Order, following 
the privilege agreed to, is adopted 
permanently; it is worn at the 
novitiate in Osma, at the house 
of studies in Rome, in the various 
communities of the Eastern 
Mission, and Most Reverend Fr. 
Picard has decided that it would 
also be adopted in France in the 
various houses, as soon as the old 
habits have been worn out. The 
habit should be similar to the one 
wore in Osma, which is that of the 
Augustinians in Rome, without 
any modification.’ (no. 30, 8 March 
1884, pp. 154-157)
4) In the Souvenirs, there is a 
short and sober account of the 
pilgrimages of the novices. But 
in L’Assomption, they are an epic 
story in 17 chapters, written by 
Fr. Christoval from no. 2, February 
1897 to no. 39, March 1900. This 
account has been for generations 
of novices some kind of a myth 
allowing to communicate with 
the fervor of the marvels of the 
origins. In the tear-off calendar of 
the various novitiates are traces 
of this almost like devotion. As an 
example, Fr. M-Albert Dewincq, 
who has been master of novices at 
Les Essarts et at Vérargues, would 
read in extenso these 17 chapters 
during his classes to the novices.

>> Archives lines
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ceived there: the Prior General of 
the Augustinian Order was wel-
comed there with great ceremo-
ny. Twice a year, the workers of 
La Bonne Presse would visit the 
house coming from Paris and the 
novices were making a point in 
serving them at table and to speak 
with them. The feast of Corpus 
Christi was taking a full week 
of preparation for the triumphal 
procession with hundreds of par-
ticipants coming from neighbor-
ing parishes and schools. There 
would also be on-foot pilgrim-
ages, like the one from Livry 
to Reims, from August 8 to 29 
1896. Novices were numerous: 
28 in 1886, out of whom were 5 
diocesan priests, 37 in 1895, 47 
in 1896.
On 28 April 1900, the dissolu-
tion of the Congregation, at the 
trial of the Twelve, has obliged 
Fr. Picard to find a quick solution 
to the situation: either the fake 
incardination of the religious 
priests by obliging bishops, or to 
take refuge in welcoming coun-
tries, particularly for the religious 

in formation and even the alumni. 
This is the reason why, starting 
on1st December 1901, the maga-
zine L’Assomption will bear the 
subtitle ‘Echos du noviciate ex-
ilé’. Rather than speaking of the 
exiled novitiate, Fr. Vincent de 
Paul Bailly would prefer speak-
ing of the pilgrim novitiate (5). 
The masters of novices at Livry 
were: Fr. Emmanuel Bailly for 
the first years, then Fr. Athanase 
Vanhove (1892-1896) and for the 
last years Fr. Ernest Baudouy un-
til 1901.
On 18 November 1896, the nov-
ices published their magazine La 
Croix des novices (6), to follow 
the previous Bon Apôtre of 1877. 
It will continue until 8 January 
1900, with 38 issues. Its goal: to 
be a bond strong but sweet be-
tween the dispersed novices of 
the Assumption. But it does not 
want to be in competition with 
the Souvenirs, which is the offi-
cial magazine of the whole Con-
gregation, while La Croix des 
novices relates only to the life 
of the novitiate and gives an ac-

Livry, ancient augustinian abbay, assumptionist novitiate from 1886 to 1900.
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5) In 1880, thrown out of the 
house, he says, we needed 
to flee, to hurry across the 
Pyrénées; we learned the 
Spanish language and we 
prayed... But, even if the cloisters 
of Osma were truly monastic, our 
long pilgrimages to Compostella 
and Avila were also touching, 
we thought that the storm was 
over and we let ourselves to the 
nostalgia of our native country... 
and as a miracle we found the 
old Augustinian abbey of Livry. 
There also we prayed and built 
and embellished. The chapel 
was built and a huge building, 
a Benedictine style library, a 
dining room where a hundred 
religious would fit easily. The 
eating system was not in use yet 
that the pilgrim novitiate set foot 
for a colder country this time: 
Gemert in Holland!’ Aux Frères 
de la Dispersion en Orient, lettre 
of 20 July 1900, pp. 26-27.
6) There were other journals, 
though hand-written, among 
them two were making the 
link between the novitiate of 
Phanaraki, entitled Oriens, and 
that of Livry, Adveniat.
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count of the history of the Abbey 
of Livry , ‘hoping that the novi-
tiates of Nîmes, Paris, Sèvres and 
Osma will also have their histori-
ans’. Two General Chapters have 
taken place at the Abbey of Livry, 
in 1892 and in 1898.

Phanaraki (Turkey) 1890-
1903
Phanaraki corresponds to the ac-
tual peninsula of Fenerbahçe, 
five km south of Kadiköy, on the 
Asian bank of the Sea of Mar-
mara. This is a beautiful property 
which is often referred to in the 
various Assumptionist magazines 
at the time. Fr. Picard moved the 
novitiate there for a precise rea-
son: the French military law of 
1889 (called ‘loi des curés sac 
au dos’), compelling the clergy 
to military service, except from 
the barracks young men living 
outside of Europe from age 19 
and living there until they are 30. 
Fr. Picard makes use of that law 
to send many postulants to have 
their novitiate and to begin their 
philosophy in Phanaraki, even 
teaching in the many schools we 
have in that country. They will 
go on with their theology at Jeru-
salem. The novitiate starts on 1st 
May 1890 with Fr. Alfred Mar-

iage as master of novices, before 
Fr. Ernest Baudouy until 1895, 
Fr. Félicien Vandenkoornhuyse 
until 1899, and Fr. Antoine Sil-
bermann, as the Superior until 
1903. After that, there will be 
only young profess religious.

Jerusalem 
There was an attempt of novitiate 
in 1904-1906, with Fr. Léonide 
Guyo. Notwithstanding the ad-
vantages of the Holy City, the in-
conveniencies of distance for the 
recruits are pressing. It becomes 
obvious and more practical to 
bring the novitiate back to Leu-
ven. (8)

Gemert (The Netherlands) 
‘Exiled novitiate’ 1900-1902
On 27 April 1900, the novices of 
Livry leave for Gemert in Hol-
land. Fr. Vincent de Paul Bailly, 
who is there as a refugee since 30 
June 1900, after the condemna-
tion of the Assumptionists at the 
trial of the Twelve, writes circu-
lar letters ‘To the brothers of the 
diaspora in the East’ (9) which 
will be continued thereafter with 
the magazine Souvenirs. He gives 
interesting details about this 
Dutch castle. First of all, about 
the country: ‘When freedom was 

Phanaraki, assumptionist novitiate in Turkey, asiatic bank, from 1887 to 1914

7) ‘It is there  that, on 2 July 1886, we 
founded our first native seminary... 
What a better place to welcome our 
novitiate? Out in the open air, along 
the sea shore, religious and patriotic 
memories. Two hectares of land were 
bought, rocks carved out on the spot, 
a house built now for forty novices, 
about fifteen scholastics, rooms for 
the seminary and the town school. The 
chapel of the novitiate is opened to the 
public. The chapel of the novitiate and 
the liturgical singing gather crowds of 
faithful and even the schismatic people 
themselves. A few hundred meters 
away, the Oblates of the Assumption 
have their school, their community 
clinic and pharmacy.’ Missions des 
Augustins de l’Assomption, new series, 
no. 1, January 1894
8) Notices biographiques des religieux, 
Léonide Guyo, p. 1421.
9) First letter, Gemert, after the Mass of 
the Visitation, 1900, pp. 2-3.
10) Canon George Bertoye (1857-1929), 
in 1900 becomes an Assumptionist 
under the name of François d’Assise. As 
soon as 1902, he becomes the editor in 
chief of La Croix until 1927, with the pen 
name Franc.
11) In the Assumptionist memory, Leuven 
holds a special place because it had 
been the scholasticate of the undivided 
Assumption. It was a buzzing hive of more 
than 100 Assumptionists. Fr. Guichardan, 
under the penname of Jacques Ouvard, 
made it the stage of his detective novel 
L’assasin est dans le couvent, where he 
describes with passion and precision the 
life of this convent. On a more serious 
tone, Fr. Libert Spinnael, in La chronique 
de Louvain, wrote the history of the house 
since its beginning, when it was still the 
Priory of Saint-Ursula of the Half-street. 
In the end, we were not appreciated by 
everybody in those days! As a witness 
of this is an article in the newspaper Le 
liberal: ‘The huge and beautiful property 
of Mr. Van Autgarerden, situated on the 
Half-street, of which a small part was 
already occupied by some religious, 
has just been invaded last week by 250 
to 300 Assumptionists thrown out of 
France. It is the most tremendous arrival 
of tonsured people that Leuven has ever 
known (...) huge black dragons, bearded 
like firemen.’ See Souvenirs, new series, 
no. 21, 1st November 1903, p. 99.

>> Archives lines
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at last given to the Catholics, 
an outburst for decorating the 
churches was manifest and, on 
the road from Bois-le-Duc to Ge-
mert, are seen everywhere beau-
tiful churches with cathedral-like 
church towers. (...) All of this is 
not the result of riches but of the 
faith of the people.’ The house: 
‘an alley in front of the gate of the 
old castle of the teutonic knights 
leads to a drawbridge of the for-
tress, well preserved, with its 
chains and uprights. A wide ditch 
filled with water runs around this 
first wall. Further away, a second 
wall, not fortified, gives an ac-
cess to the castle of the Teutons; 
this is where that the novitiate, 
exiled from Livry, replaces that 
of the Jesuits of the Province of 
Champagne.’ The novices at last: 
They are in small number because 
the military law has discouraged 
many of them but helped the no-
vitiate of Phanaraki. Among them 
are four priests novices, one of 
them being Fr. François d’Assise 

Bertoye, a recruit from La Croix. 
He works as humbly with the 
broom as he used to do with the 
stole and the cape of the canons’. 
The master of novices is Fr. Fé-
licien Vandenkoornhuyse. On 10 
August 1901 a group from the 
novitiate leaves for Leuven, an-
other group for Phanaraki, on 25 
November 1901.

Louvain (Belgium) 1901-
1919
The Assumption settled in Leu-
ven in 1901. The scholasticate 
took in the novitiate but in a sepa-
rate building. This was under the 
leadership of Fr. Léon Merklen, 
Superior of the whole commu-
nity. The novitiate lasted from 
1901 to 1919 with Fr. Félicien as 
master of novices. Fr. Merklen 
writes about him in his Memoirs. 
(12): ‘Fr. Vincent de Paul (Bailly) 
(13), when visiting the novitiate 
at Leuven, was telling me around 
1902: How can they live in a 
house with such a regular sched-

ule, such a monotonous life? As 
for me, I would not have stayed. 
And his brother, Fr. Emmanuel, 
although such a conformist man: 
‘Fr. Félicien (14) is very gifted; 
but his novitiate lacks enthusiasm 
and spirit. One needs from time to 
time to disrupt the order of prayer, 
chores, classes; the novices who 
are on such a regular schedule 
are often lazy, moreover selfish; 
if you disrupt the schedule, they 
are the one above all who will 
be disrupted and this will reveal 
their flaws, their lack of a genu-
ine religious spirit, the depth of 
their heart.  The trials, as their 
name shows, are there to reveal 
the depth of one’s soul’. After Fr. 
Félicien Vandenkoornhuyse, the 
masters of novices were Fr. Ben-
jamin Laurès until 1907, then Fr. 
Antoine de Padoue Vidal for one 
year. The novitiate moved in 1908 
for Gempe and then Limpersberg; 
from there, it came back to Leu-
ven from 1917 to 1919, the Su-
perior being Fr. Possidius Dauby. 

"Exiled" assumptionist novitiate transferred from Germert (Holland) to Louvain (Belgium)
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In August 1919, they leave for 
Saint-Gérard. The General Chap-
ters of 1903 and 1906 take place 
in our house of Leuven.

Gempe (Belgium) 1906-1911
This countryside house, not far 
from Leuven, was at first the no-
vitiate of the lay brothers from 
1906 to 1908 with Fr. Marie-
Clément Staub as master of nov-
ices, and then as the general novi-
tiate from 1909 to 1911 with Fr. 
Léonide Guyo.

Limpertsberg Luxemburg) 
1912-1917
On 17 April 1912, the novices 
from Leuven move to Limperts-
berg. Life there was quite difficult 
because, since 1914, behind the 
German frontline, people were 
starving. The religious who came 
there stayed for 3 to 5 years, like 
the confreres of Fr. Alphonse Pi-
cot: two years of novitiate, one 
year of philosophy and one or two 
years of work in farms in order to 
get some food. Fr. Antoine de Pa-
doue Vidal was the Superior and 
master of novices. On 21 Decem-
ber 1917, the novices go back to 
Leuven. In that community was 
held the General Chapter from 6 
to 14 November 1912.

Wartime novitiates (15)
Requested by Fr. Emmanuel 
Bailly, then General Superior, the 
Assumption is given two permis-
sions by the Vatican, on 12 and 
15 May 1916. The first one al-

lows the possibility to create two 
houses of novitiate during the 
wartime, one at Sart-les-Moines 
(Belgium), and the other one at 
Boxtel (The Netherlands) where 
the novices had gone who could 
not join Limpersberg. The second 
one straightens out (sanatio in ra-
dice)  the canonical situation of 
the novices who lived there since 
1914.

Notre-Dame des Lumières 
(France) 1916-1919
In this house, situated in the Vau-
cluse area, we were renting from 
the Oblats of Mary Immaculate. 
Fr. Léonide Guyo was the Supe-
rior and master of novices. The 
General Chapter of 21-28 April 
1918, under the leadership of Fr. 
Joseph Maubon, the General Vic-
ar, was held in that house.

Saint-Gérard (Belgium) 1919-
1924
The Congregation had bought 
(16) Saint-Gérard de Brogne ab-
bey in order to establish the no-
vitiate which ran from 1919 to 
1924, under the leadership of Fr. 
Rémy Kokel. In August 1924, the 
novitiate moves to Taintignies 
because the Province of Belgium-
Holland wants to set the scholas-
ticate at Saint-Gérard, larger and 
more practical. Saint-Gérard at 
first, Taintignies after, will remain 
thus novitiate for all brothers un-
til the opening of the novitiates in 
France.

(to be followed)

12) Memoirs of Fr. Merklen, booklet 
Vll, typed edition.
13) Fr. Vincent de Paul speaks 
from experience because he had 
a novitiate measured out for him; 
started at Nîmes under Fr. D’Alzon, 
continued at Auteuil with Fr. Picard, 
two years his elder, following the 
spirit of the Assumption but in 
having him do practical chores 
measured out for him, having 
the young novice in charge of 
finding a house in Paris – which 
allows us still to have a beautiful 
property in the 8th arrondissement! 
Fr. Vincent de Paul comes back 
to Nîmes in September 1861 in 
order to complete his novitiate 
and pronounce his first vows on 
31 November 1861. Because Fr. 
D’Alzon has obtained for him from 
the Holy See the dispensation of 
having a second year of novitiate, 
signed by the very hand of pope 
Pius lX. See Collectanea, p. 11.
14) Fr. Félicien, a doctor in philosophy 
and theology, master of novices, 
Superior of many communities, in 
charge of the Eastern Mission, first 
Provincial Superior of Bordeaux and 
General Assistant, is also the author 
of Liber novitiorum (Bonne Presse 
1932), a manual in Latin for the use 
of novices which summarizes, in 
a very scholarly way, the Secunda 
Secundae of Saint Thomas Aquinas 
Summa theologia (the virtues). In 
the 1950s, it was already outdated.
15) Collectanea, pp. 354-355
16) The Assumptionists followed the 
Visitandines de Meaux who, thrown 
out of France, had found refuge in 
this abbey in 1900. The origins of 
this abbey would be traced back to 
saint Gérard de Brognes in 959.

Our Lady of Light
assumptionist novitiate
in Provence
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One hundred and twenty 
years of assumptionist 
byzantine studies

One hundred and twenty years 
after its foundation in 1895, 
the “Assumptionist Byzantine 

Institute” was the key theme of a collo-
quium at Bucarest in September 2014 on 
«the contribution of the French Assump-
tionists to the byzantine studies ». I felt 
the great satisfaction with the idea and 
the realization of such a proposal. To tell 
the truth, I did not expect that the eye and 
microscope of the historian take charge 
of examining the works of the devoted 
assumptionists during the 20th century to 
the Byzance study and especially of its 
Church.

Benjamin who makes part of the team 
which took over from the group identi-
fied as the core of the IFEB for over fifty 
years (Venance Grumel, died in 1967, 
Raymond Janin in 1972, Vitalien Laurent 
in 1973), I have been the last Assump-
tionist  of the Institute after the death of 
Paul Gautier (1983) and Jean Darrouzès 
(1990), with an essential mission to safe-
guard the library and the treasures that 
were accumulated by my predecessors, 
often in the midst of difficult conditions. 
More precisely, today I am the last per-
son in the chain-link of death because 
the three other members who had their 
time and had belonged to the Institute 
have also died: Antoine Wenger in 2009, 
Christopher Walter in 2014 and Daniel 
Stiernon in 2015.

In total, about twenty Assumptionists 
illustrated by the institution during the 
20th century, among them some person-
alities have emerged such as Louis Petit, 
the founder and inspiring and Vitalien 
Laurent, director for over forty years. 
The members of the Institute had de-
ployed a multifaced activity, with very 
limited material means, which sometimes 
was exposed to failure to appropriate the 
knowledge of the authorities of the con-

gregation. These failed always to see how 
best research could bring a contribution 
to the mission. The most convenient pe-
riod had been the leadership of General 
Gervais Quénard (1923-1952), who had 
previously practiced his apostolic activ-
ity in orthodox countries, in Russia, and 
in Bulgaria, and who, warned about the 
interest and the importance of the Ori-
ent Mission, as it was commonly known, 
failed to protect itself in enhancing safe-
guard and shine growth of the IFEB.

Today, the link has been snatched by 
another generation of researchers and 
lay historians, conscient to gather a heri-
tage and desirous to continue the work, 
as witnessed through their implication in 
the IFEB’s colloquium at Bucarest and 
whose acts have just been published1. 

By revisiting the history of the IFEB, 
the colloquium has also offered the op-
portunity to renew the ties with the Ru-
manian residence of the Institute for a pe-
riod of ten years. The building of Chris-
tian Tell street launched in 1938 and tar-
geted by the communist power in 1948 
has been rendered to its owners, the As-
sumptionists have launched there, in No-
vember 2010, a new community, Saints 
Peter and Andrew Centre. It is meant to 
be an environment of study and ecumeni-
cal hosting centre.

I wish that the colloquium works had 
marked a new step in the IFEB activity 
and open the way to frutful future as far 
as researches and exchanges are con-
cerned. Ad multos annos, Εἰς ἔτη πολλά !

Albert Failler

1. L’apport des Assomptionnistes français aux études byzantines. 
Une approche critique, sous la dir. de Marie-Hélène Blancher et 
Ionut Tudorie (Archives de l’Orient chrétien n° 21, IFEB, Paris 2017)
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† Father Jan HEIJNEN, 
from the community 
of New Zeland 
(Province of Europe), 
died on October 
31rst, 2017 at Tawa 
(New-Zeland). His 
funeral ceremonies 
were celebrated on 
November 6th at Our 
Lady of Fatima de 
Tawa Church. He was 
88 old.

† Father Paul RIOU, 
from the communinty 
of Layrac (Province 
of Europe), died on 
December 14th 2017 
at Agen (France). His 
funeral ceremonies 
were celebrated 
on October 9th at 
Prieuré before the 
burial at the cemetery 
of Layrac. He was 94 
years old.

† Father Willibrord 
MUERMANS, from 
Leuven community 
(Province of Europe), 
died on December 
14th, 2017 at Leuven 
(Belgium). His 
funeral ceremonies 
were celebrated 
on December 21rst 
in the community 
chapel, before the 
burial at the cemetery 
of Leuven. He was 93 
years old.

† Father Jean-
Maurice BRULIN, 
from Albertville 
community (Province 
of Europe), died on 
December 19th 2017 
at Notre-Dame-des-
Vignes (France). His 
funeral ceremonies 
were celebrated on 
December 21rst in the 
community chapel 
before the burial 
at the cemetery of 
Albertville. He was 96 
years old.

† Father Germain 
(Ernest) BROC’H, 
from Layrac 
community (Province 
of Europe), died on 
December 22nd 2017 
at Agen (France). His 
funeral ceremonies 
were celebrated on 
December 27th at 
Prieuré before the 
burial at the cemetery 
of Layrac. He was 96 
years old.

† Father Xavier 
JACOB, from 
Albertville (Province 
d’Europe), died on 
December 26th 
2017 at Albertville 
(France). His funeral 
ceremonies were 
celebrated on 
December 29th in the 
community chapel 
before the burial 
at the cemetery of 
Albertville. He was 90 
years old.
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