
On Sunday the sunrise returns on Lyon. It seems 
as though to answer a request on paper discreetly 
slipped a few hours in the urn (a cardboard box) 
dedicated to complaints and waiting at the back of the 
room to collect the humours of the capitulates. Wish 
therefore heard before a new disturbance announced 

and the return of a strong heat. While 
waiting for the good news of the sky, 
placed between halt Sunday and 
continuation of the works, the Chapter 
alternated the tempos. After a period 
of work in committees, the members 
of the Chapter joined the missionary 
community of Valpré for the Sunday 
Eucharist, celebrated at 10:30 am and 
presided over by the Superior General. 
A troop of wolves has reinforced the 
community.

In the first part of the afternoon, the 
Assembly listened to the presentation 
of a revised version of the text of the 
Commission “Our priority missions” 
presented by Fr. Miguel Diaz Ayllon. 

This new document has incorporated the fruits of 
the exchanges noted during the “world café”, the 
alternate round table of Saturday.

Then the Chapter continued its voting session to 
complete the new government of the Congregation. 
Fr. Miguel Diaz Ayllon (Province North America 

Day 17 | May 14

THE ESSENTIAL
From enumeration to choices of priorities

THE NUMBER: 9
The members of the Chapter were invited on Sunday to express their opinion 
among the nine apostolic priorities proposed by the Coordination.

WORD: To accompany
In order to carry out changes underway in the Congregation, the Assembly has 
repeatedly expressed this imperative and method.

Celebration with the missionary Christian community of 
Valpré
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Philippines) was elected. He accepted his election. The 
president, Father Benoît Grière, thanked the Chapter. 
The election of the vicar general, among the four 
assistants elected, and that of the secretary-general-
attorney general should take place on Monday. The 
day ended with the return to commissions.

F. Robert Migliorini, a.a.
robert.migliorini@assomption.org

Back to images

Current Online News 
about the General 
Chapter :
www.assumptio.org
www.assomption.org
www.facebook.com/assumptio.roma

José Miguel DIAZ AYLLON, 58 years old. 
4th general assistant elected Sunday

The capitulates in the library of Valpré
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On good voices
Echoes of the capitulates

Fr. Bolivar Paluku Lukenzano: 
a trainer at the International 
Theologate of Buenos Aires.

“My experience of internationality 
and inter-culturality at the end of the 
world”

I am happy to share my experience of internationality 
here.

Coming from a large family, I was born in Butembo, in 
the eastern DRC (Congo). I lived in the proximity of the 
Assumptionist community of Bulengera where I met 
our international congregation. In 1996 I joined the 
Assumption and I had the chance to share this initial 
experience with other young people from different 
parts of the country. What marked my formation? 
My personal story, in the family, at the scouts, at the 
college, had prepared me for this opening. I have 
learned to view the community as a place to meet 
and to “live with” others.

A new stage after my studies in philosophy, I was 
then solicited to continue my theological formation 
in Chile with a view to experiencing internationality 
and mission. I stayed there for 14 years. Today, since 
2016, I am in Buenos Aires where I continue to live this 
international and missionary adventure, collaborating 
in the life of the Andean Province in the Spanish-
speaking International Community of Formation.

One can understand that everything was not self-
evident from the start. Every departure implies being 
willing to sacrifice something: I felt a certain cultural 
shock until I discovered the value that openness to 
novelty represents and the fruits of adaptation. I was 
called to love my modest roots, to deepen my identity 
and to recognize my history, confronting myself with 
the difficulties of another language than mine and 
living the change of scenery. I experienced this under 

On the program this Monday: 
education, young people and vocations, 
formation, ratio institutionis; Justice and 
peace, postulation, new foundations, 
community organization; statutes; Lay-
religious alliance; Election of the Vicar 
General and the Secretary General.

the sign of the paschal 
mystery: suffering-death-
resurrection-life.

This “living at the end of the 
world” “for love of Christ and for the 
extension of His Kingdom” (RL. 149) is 
an opportunity to grow humanly. Through 
faith in Christ I learned to de-dramatize 
certain things, to forgive and to prepare myself 
for dialogue. I felt welcomed and taken care of! 
The patience of the Chilean and Argentinian 
brothers made me feel that I was “at home” 
despite the difference in customs and customs. 
I give thanks to God, who liberates me day 
after day to shut him up on myself and give 
me to recognize in the other a “gift of God” for 
me, in whom God speaks to me; but also that 
other with whom I am called to build in the light 
of faith.

In my present task as a trainer, I place a 
lot of trust in God, first and then in others: I 
exist thanks; to God. I ask Him every day 
to give me simplicity of life and a broad 
spirit that strengthen my life in the context 
of internationality and inter-culturality. With 
humility, I am grateful: without this openness 
to the Latin American way of life (in Chile and 
Argentina), I would not have tasted the joy of 
living there as an Assumptionist!
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Received in the mail

Eric KIHUNDU, layman of the 
Assumption, in Goma (DRC)
Eric could not be one of us for the 
chapter as the laypeople of Goma. 
He gives us his impressions at a 
distance on our work.

The General Chapter of 2017 was exceptional and 
exciting for us Lay Assumptionists of Goma who had 
the grace to live it fully and actively in communion 
with the other capitulates by active participation by 
distance Internet through which e-mails exchanged 
regularly with our Sisters Stella VUMILIA of Kinshasa 
who, with Mary KINYUNGU of Nairobi, represented 
us well.
Convictions:
Our source of joy is the result of several facts:
•  An invitation to participate in the General Chapter, 

which became a historical event, especially since it 
was the first time that the Laity of Goma were invited 
to the General Chapter after three participations in 
the Provincial Chapters of 2005, 2011 and 2017;

•  The progress of the work of the International 
Commission of the Lay-Religious Alliance;

•  Encouragement from the Congregation, which 
reserves a place of choice for the Lay-Religious 
Alliance, especially when Superior General Benoît 
Grière affirms in his report that “lay faithful are 
now irreplaceable actors in Pastoral ministry. 
The Assumption has the chance to have the Lay-
Religious Alliance,” he continues. These are facts 
which have strengthened the conviction of all the 
Lay Assumptionists of Goma that they no longer 
regard themselves as substitutes in the cause of 
the Assumption but as actors in their own right.

Our Participation:
We were directly affected by the new orientations that 
the Congregation will stop for the next 6 years. So we 
have lived this chapter fully, not on deferred but live. 
The lay people of Goma, a group of more than 400 
members engaged in the Path of Life, were regularly 
informed of the progress of the work and joined their 

intercessory prayer to that 
of the capitulants and all the 
Assumptionists
Our expectations:
From this Chapter we await a new 
breath, as clearly stated in the theme, 
“A new wine, new wineskins for Jesus 
Christ to be announced to the men and 
women of our time.” For us, these new skins 
represent a new perception of the Alliance’s 
participation in the mission of the congregation. 
While we hope that the proposals submitted to 
the Chapter by the Alliance Commission will 
be included in the Chapter’s proceedings, we 
have other expectations that could also be 
reconsidered:
•  The in-depth definition of the structure of 

the Assumptionist laity with leaders from the 
grass-roots level, from the general level to 
the provincial level, to the local fraternities. 
This implies, of course, the reinforcement of 
communication between animators of the 
Lay-Religious Alliance;

•  The postulation offices in each site where 
lay Assumptionists are located;

•  The definition of the apostolic axes specific 
to the Alliance apart from those which are 
exclusive to the religious or the laity;

•  A joint fund of solidarity for the common 
projects and needs of the Lay-Religious 
Alliance;

This time of the Chapter has united us to 
the sap which nourishes us each day to 
consolidate our fraternal cohesion in order to 
contribute to the advent of the Kingdom in this 
“adventure of the faith.”

We cannot end without sharing our joy linked 
to the re-election of the Most Reverend Father 
Benoît GRIERE as Superior General of the 
Congregation for his second term. May the 
Holy Spirit be with him to better guide our family 
confronted with innumerable challenges.


