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>> Official

Father Benoît Grière, Superior General,
Has, with his Council, called

■ To PerPeTual Profession
1) Bro. KaHinDo siKVVaYa, Jean-Marie
(Africa) (05-14-2013)

2) Bro. KaMBale KalonDero, Motabishi
(Africa) (05-14-2103)

3) Bro. KaMBale KoMBi, innocent
(Africa) (05-15-2013)

4) Bro. KaMsele aGBaKa, Bienvenu
(Africa) (05-15-2013)

5) Bro. KasereKa KaVunGa, emmanuel
(Africa) (05-16-2013)

6) Bro. KasereKa MuYisa, Moloveryo
(Africa) (05-16-20130)

7) Bro. KasereKa sinDani, edmond
(Africa) (05-17-20130)

8) Bro. KaTeMBo Kasolene, Moïse
(Africa) (05-17-2013)

9) Bro. KaTsuVa TsonGo, Joseph
(Africa) (05-20-2013)

10)Bro. MBusa KaluMBa, Michel
(Africa) (05-20-20130)

11)Bro. MuHinDo nGalYaVuYira, emmanuel
(Africa) (05-21-2013)

12)Bro. raDiMilaHY, Jean-Pierre
(Madagascar) (05-21-2013)

13)Bro. ranDriaMiZaKa, angelin alphonse
(Madagascar) (05-27-2013)

14)Bro. nGuYen Van, Truyen (Paul) 
(France) (05-27-2013)

■ To orDinaTion To THe 
DiaConaTe

15)Bro. BarBosa Dias, Wellington 
(Brazil) (05-28-2013)

16)Bro. MaBou siMo, serge-Patrick 
(France) (05-28-2013)

17)Bro. TleCuile MiXTeCo, Jesus 
(Chile-Argentina) (05-29-2013)

18)Bro. reYes DelGaDillo, roberto 
(North America) (05-29-2013)

■ To orDinaTion To THe 
PriesTHooD

19)Bro. DanCa, Mihail iulian 
(France) (05-28-2013)

20)Bro. nGuYen KHuonG, Duy (Joachim) 
(France) (05-29-2013)

21)Bro. MuMBere MaHaMBa, Joseph 
(North America) (05-29-2013)

22)Bro. sePulVeDa ConTreras, francisco Javier 
(Chile-Arg.) (05-31-2013)

Fr. Benoît GRIERE, Superior General in his Council, on 
June 23 named

■ fr. Juan Carlos Cisterna 
 ProVinCial suPerior of THe 

ProVinCe of CHile-arGenTina, 
 for a second term beginning on July 1, 2013.

Calls, nominations, arrangements...
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Editorial <<

A Re-foundation 
for the Assumption

The fourth Plenary General Council 
has just finished. The work was yet 
again abundant and progressively 

a new spirit has been implanted in 
the Congregation. It is characterized 
by a greater co-responsibility and by 
a marked interest for the whole of the 
body of our Institute. While important 
fragilities mark our daily existence, we 
cannot ignore the seeds of hope that 
grow here and there. I believe that our 
little family is becoming conscious of the 
urgency of a re-foundation to be better 
able to answer the challenges of our 
times.
The recent Canonical Visitation made 
in South America allowed me to 
understand the potential that we can 
deploy to be always more faithful to our 
religious consecration.
The starting point of a re-foundation 
is each one of us. We all need a 
radical conversion to return to the 
essential: Jesus Christ and his Father. 
It concerns a patient and confident 
work of rediscovering of the faith and 
of the passion for the Kingdom of God. 
Sometimes we have been led to stray 
from our “first love” as the prophet 
Hosea says and we need to return to that 
love of the first times. Conversion is a 
requirement for each one. I do not know 
a religious who could dispense himself 
from the work of a return to the essential. 
When we say that the Assumption 
is Christocentric, this necessitates a 
constant pursuit of Jesus Christ. What is 
his place in our lives? What means do 
we take to know him better? The work 
of conversion is never ending. It has to 
begin anew each day of our existence so 
as not to become lukewarm Christians. 
It is good and urgent to rebuild our 
vocation.
The re-foundation of the Assumption 
also goes through the revitalization 

of community life. We live in a world 
that has privileged the individual. The 
strength of Christianity is to make of us 
free and responsible persons. We have 
been freed by Christ to be truly free 
as Saint Paul writes in his Letter to the 
Galatians (V, 1). But that freedom is in 
a community ambiance. We are the 
Body of Christ and we cannot consider 
ourselves as autonomous entities. 
We are members of a body. It is thus 
important to come back to the primacy 
of common life and to be concerned 
with the common good above all. Too 
many religious, whatever their continent 
or their country, put forward their 
individual choice. That is not suitable for 
religious life.  Our consecration should 
make us happy to serve and work for 
all. The mission we receive is the fruit of 
the Spirit. It is not first of all a personal 
initiative but the meeting of our freedom 
and the grace of God lived in obedience.
The whole of the Congregation is also 
called to live a time of re-foundation. 
For that it is necessary to work towards a 
community and a personal conversion. 
But our times are an extraordinary 
invitation to “do something new”. 
The Gospel that leads us urges us to 
go forward and be bold. We are few 
in number, we lack leaders, we have 
financial problems, but we do not 
lack God. The faith that inhabits and 
works in us allows us to accomplish 
great things for the Kingdom. Will we 
allow the promptings of the Spirit go 
unanswered? Can we mobilize for Asia? 
Do we yet have the boldness to pursue 
ecumenical dialogue? Are we ready to 
work for justice, fight against poverty 
and exclusion?
I believe sincerely that the 
Assumptionists are generous and open to 
God’s call. Re-foundation is not a dream; 
it is a necessity. n

P. Benoît Grière

General Superior 
of the 

Augustinians of 
the Assumption
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Agenda
ordinary General Councils

●	September 9 to 21, 2013
●	November 11 to 16, 2013
●	December 10 and 11, 2013
●	February 3 to 7, 2014
●	March 3 to 7, 2014
●	June 19 to 28, 2014

Plenary General Councils

●	November 30 to December 9, 2013
●	June 7 to 16, 2014

Travels

●	europe forum in Valpré September 2 to 6, 2013
●	Meeting of the General Councils of the Assumption 

January 20 to 22 + January 23 for the Superiors 
General (Paris)

Benoît

● september 27 to october 20, 2013, Didier and 
Benoît in East Africa

● november 27 to 29, 2013 USG (Rome)
● December 14 to the end of the month: Chapter of 

the Province of Madagascar

emmanuel

● october 12 to 17 Commission on Europe at Leuven 
(Belgium,)

● october 26:	Preparation	for	the	General	Councils	of	
the	Assumption	Family	in	Paris

● october 28 to november 2,	International	
Commission	on	Formation	in	Paris

● January 27 to 30, Commission on Europe.

Didier

● september 27 to october 20 2013, Didier and Benoît 
in East Africa

● october 25-27, 2013, Board of Trustees at 
Assumption	College	(Worcester	USA)

● november 7 and 8, Council of Consultors (Paris)
● March 16 to May 1 2014	in	Latin	America
● May 9 and 10,	Board	of	Trustees	at	Assumption	
College	(Worcester	USA)

John 

● october 9 to november 22 2013	in		Latin	America	
(six weeks)

Marcelo

● July 13 to august 7, 2013 in Bangkok for the RIAD  
and CAFI

Other Meetings 

●	local Chapter September 21-22, 2013
●	Masters of novices session, May 2014
●	Chapter of europe, April 27 to May 2, 2014 (Valpré)
 

>> Official (continued)

father Juan Carlos Cisterna, Provincial for a second term

 Father Juan Carlos Cisterna 
begins his second term as 

Provincial Superior of the 
Province	of	Chile-Argentina.	
The	Province	has	just	benefited	
from	the	Canonical	Visitation	
by Father Benoît Grière the 
Superior General. Father Juan 
Carlos,	a	native	of	Vina	del	Mar	
(Diocese of Valparaiso) is 46 
years-old	and	has	just	finished	
his license in Psychology at 
the	University	of	Santiago.	
He celebrated his 15th 

anniversary of profession and 
his	10th	of	ordination	to	the	
priesthood.	He	will	continue	
the accompaniment of the 
realities	of	the	four	countries	
that	constitute	the	Province	
with	his	fifty	religious	and	
where the challenges are many. 
His work load is heavy and we 
cannot but express to him our 
fraternity and the assurance of 
our communion in prayer.
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Father Etienne Ratalata, the new 
‘man in charge’ for Madagascar

On April 25, a day situated in the 
Augustinian calendar between the 
memorial of the Conversion of Saint 

Augustine and the feast of Our Lady of Good 
Counsel, took place the nomination of a new 
man in charge of the Madagascar Mission, 
Father Joseph Etienne. It is quite a program 
for the new leader because the one who today 
is Vice Provincial will automatically become 
the first Provincial of the young Province on 
December 31 next.
Joseph-Etienne Rafanambinantsoa Ratalata 
was born on October 18, 1970 at Fandrandava 
in the home of Etienne Rasolo and Victorine 
Ravao and was baptized at Alatsinainy 
Ialamarina on November 14, 1970 in the 
diocese of Fianarantsoa. He admits that from 
a young age he was nourished by the lively 
faith of his parents. Among the nine children, 
there are also two nuns, one in the Sisters 
of Marie Réparatrice and the other with the 
Soeurs du Sacré-Coeur de Raguse. He made 
his first communion on September 14, 1980 
and was confirmed on November 2, 1981 
by Bishop Gilbert Ramanantoanina in the 
parish where he had been baptized. His path 
was simple: while he was in third form at the 
Saint François Xavier School of Finarantsoa 
at 17 years-old, he felt the desire to become 
a priest. He then entered the minor seminary 
of the diocese and soon made contact with 

the Congregation and become part of 
a group of fifteen young people 

received in the community 
of Sanfily where resides 
Fr. Jean-Bosco, the first 
Malagasy Assumptionist 
and Fathers Maurice and 
Marcel: “I was marked 
by what I saw and heard 

in these men… Everything 
was said and was done with 

simplicity” (See his testimony 
in L’Assomption et ses oeuvres, 

no. 695, 2003, pp. 28-29). From 
1991 to 1993, he perfects his knowledge of 
French and after his baccalaureate did a year 

of theology at Fiananrantsoa. He entered the 
novitiate on September 1, 1993 at Belemboka 
where Fr. Daniel Carton was his Master of 
Novices. He pronounced his first vows on 
September 29, 1994 and his perpetual vows 
in 1999.

He was ordained a deacon by Bishop 
Fulgence Rabeony on January 25, 2001 at 
Betioky and a priest at the same time as Fr. 
Roddy Pierre Ratsimiolaka on August 15, 
2001 by the same Bishop. It was then that he 
left for France in the community of Valpré 
and the Institut Catholique de Lyon where he 
obtained his Masters in Theology. In 2004 he 
was back in the Great Island to strengthen 
the formation team. In September 2008 he 
was named Superior of the Scolasticate 
of Manirisoa in Fianarantsoa and in 2010 
became the first Assistant Vice-Provincial of 
Madagascar. He is short but with a cordial 
and smiling personality; he loves above all 
simplicity in his brotherly interactions and 
in his pastoral activity carries a concern for 
the poor and the little ones. He takes up the 
responsibility for 55 religious. At the moment 
Madagascar has 7 novices.

Bernard Le Léannec
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the rise of the North Ameri-
can Evangelicals among the 
poor and the rise of secularism 
among the elites. This secular-
ization is less felt in Ecuador 
and Colombia.

Inflation

According to reporters 
without borders the press 

in Colombia is in a difficult 
situation. As to the economic 
situation, if in 2011 France had 
an inflation of about 2%, that 
of Brazil hits 5, 9% annually in 
2011; the Argentinians, how-
ever, face an annual inflation 
of 30% since the beginning of 
2010.
During Father General`s visit 
two historic events marked 
the sub-continent: the death of 
Hugo Chavez and the election 
of the first Pope from South 
America announced by the 
white smoke at the moment 
that Father Benoît was landing 
in Santiago, Chile.
The Province was careful to 
prepare well the Canonical 
Visitation among the religious, 
the institutions, the laity and 
the Congregations of women, 
where that was possible.
Bogota. The first stage be-
came the area of a fragile As-
sumption. Since forty years 
the changes in structures in 
Colombia were accompanied 
by numerous departures and la-
cunae in formation, recruiting, 
and the discernment of which 

If you look at a map of 
South America, you note 
that Colombia and Ecua-

dor are in the north and Ar-
gentina and Chile cover the 
south. The first two are more 
modest in size, the two oth-
ers go all the way to the South 
Pole, Chile over 4265 km and 
Argentina over 3500 km. As 
to the populations, there are 
different parameters: Colom-
bia and Argentina each have a 
population of some 45 million 
inhabitants while Ecuador and 
Chile have about 15 millions. 
While in neighboring Brazil 
we have some twenty Assump-
tionist religious, all of the four 
South American countries that 
at the moment constitute the 
Province, have only some fifty 
religious. “It is an infinitesimal 
presence for what is considered 
the biggest Catholic continent 
in the world,” notes Fr. Benoît 
at the end of his first Canonical 
Visitation in those countries.

Secularization

Do we really realize it? In 
these countries with a 

lively popular piety, secular-
ization is advancing rapidly 
because of the more and more 
invasive influence of Europe 
and North America. Today 
11% of Argentinians declare 
themselves without religion. 
Only 69% of the population of 
Chile declares itself Catholic. 
The Church is caught between 

>> Latin America

The Canonical Visitation to
The Province of Chile-Argentina

A Modest Presence on the Biggest Catholic 
Continent in the World

our presence today is a victim.

A Traditional Church

Colombia remains a tradi-
tional church, but alive 

and continuing to get vocations 
and can be for the Assump-
tion an area of new hope. Our 
school is one of the last to stay 
closed to co-ed education. Four 
axes characterize our presence: 
solidarity with a day center, 
education with the d’Alzon 
school, vocation ministry and 
formation. Faced with a grow-
ing secularization and individ-
ualism, a new apostolic project 
must be envisioned open to a 
more international community 
a trying to favor a personal and 
community renewal.

The Youngest Foundation

Of the four countries, Ecua-
dor is the youngest foun-

dation. We are present in two 
parishes doing apostolic work 
and pastoral ministry to the 
youth. One of the structural 
flaws of the young implanta-
tion is the revolving respon-
sibilities that made fragile the 
start of the project. Chile is 
now the only support for our 
presence in Ecuador.

Argentina

At the moment Argen-
tina has only five reli-

gious working in two dynamic 
schools and the much frequent-
ed shrine of Santos Lugares. 
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Santa Fe de Bogota and 

Cali: 2 communities 

and 11 religious

Riobamba :

1 community 

and 3 religious

Santiago, Valparaiso, 

Rengo and Lota: 7 

communities and 28 

religious

Santos Lugares 

(Buenos Aires: 1 

community and 5 

religious

Despite its fragility, our hum-
ble presence lacks neither fra-
ternity nor influence.

Chile 

The Assumption in Chile is 
a changing landscape. The 

ageing fathers remain impor-
tant actors in the pastoral life of 
seven communities. At the mo-
ment four Congolese brothers 
support the communities and 
their apostolate. In a Church 
in deep crisis and a society in 
complete economic expansion, 
the faithful remain attached 
to the Assumption. It awaits a 

greater international collabora-
tion in order to restructure for-
mation and restart a vocation 
ministry and the solidity of a 
more authentic community and 
brotherly life.
Unifying the province and re-
place its apostolic project on 
track: that synergy could not 
be done without a greater soli-
darity and a deeper mutual at-
tention carrying continental-
ization.

Bernard Le Léannec
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Towards the end of his visit 
to South America, Father 
Benoît, accompanied by 

Fathers Marcelo Marciel and 
Emmanuel Rospide, began his 
search for the star. It was an 
inescapable stage… For in the 
end, is it not always the question 
to scrutinize resolutely the sky, 
“believe in the stars right up to 
the dawning of the last day”? 
Must not one always “believe 
in one`s good stars”, believe in 
life with such a great mindset 
that enthusiasm is spread, a 
faith so unshakable that nothing 
can put it out or stop it? Is it 
not, finally, having the right 
stuff of someone who shoots 
for the heights, making around 
him a true fabric of solidarity 
and enthusiasm? This visit in 
the desert of Atacama, the most 
arid desert in the world, had a 
very Biblical symbolism. San 
Pedro de Atacama is situated 
some 250 kilometers from 

Antofagasta, in the middle of 
the desert in the north of Chile 
at the level of the Tropic of 
Capricorn at the altitude of some 
2,400 meters. It is the point of 
departure of many expeditions 
in the immense territory of the 
Andes and an ideal place to 
observe the stars. This area with 
a lunar landscape is considered 
the driest area of the world and 
the lighting is particularly clear. 
San Pedro is the base behind 
the biggest astronomical site of 
the world that allows it to attain 
the confines of the universe. 
“ALMA”, that is its name, is the 
observatory of all the extremes. 
It is a revolution in the manner of 
studying the universe. Situated 
at the altitude of 5,100 meters, 
with its 66 parabolic antennae 
directed to the cosmos, ALMA 
(the acronym for “Atacama 
Large Millimeter/Submillimeter 
Array) beats all records… Begun 
in 2003, it was inaugurated last 

March 13 but will be in full 
activity only in 2016. “Did 
someone not one day give the 
following definition of the 
Assumptionists: “they have 
the eyes fixed on heaven and 
their feet everywhere”.” May 
heaven allow us to always 
have our eyes fixed on the 
stars and our feet on all the 
apostolic fields, despite our 
weaknesses and the modesty 
of our present means. “My star 
has again appeared to me,” 
Father d’Alzon wrote one day 
to Eugène Germer Durand 
(Letter of May 31, 1845), “For 
ten years I no longer knew 
where I was going; today I 
believe that I know. I am going 
to many sorrows, troubles, and 
I am very calm. Will God keep 
me always in this feeling?” And 
let us take for ourselves the 
wish our Founder expressed to 
his successor, Fr. Picard, in the 
very year of his death: “May 
the Magi give us their star too 
find the Child Jesus and the 
mean s to serve him!” (Letter 
of January 8, 1880).

Bernard Le Léannec

In San Pedro d’Atacama 
searching for the star

“May the Magi give you their star 
to find the Child Jesus and the 
means to serve him! »

(Fr. d’Alzon, letter of January 8, 1880)
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Europa <<

Do not Be afraid!

In	 his	 Visitation	 Letters	 to	 the	
communities	of	the	Province	of	
North Europe, Fr. Benoît Grière 
recalled:
“The Province of Europe has 
an	 apostolic	 ambition	 and	 you	
can contribute in your own 
way. Your will not receive new 
letters	 of	 obedience,	 but	 you	
will be in charge of praying 
that the Master of the Harvest 
call workers to join us” (To the 
religious of the Netherlands 
Region).
“I hope that it is a new stage in 
Assumptionist	 life	 and	 not	 the	
sign of an inexorable march to 
the end. Each one must commit 
himself resolutely to propose 
whether it is opportune or not, 
the	Assumptionist	vocation.	Do	
not forget the path of the laity. 
I	 believe	 that	 it	 is	 still	 possible	
to propose our charism to the 
laity	 and	 that	 they	 can	 find	 it	
interesting…	Be	impassioned	for	
the Kingdom through your way 
of life” (To the members of the 
Flemish Region).
“Do not be afraid to take 
interest	in	the	rest	of	the	body…	
That	will	prepare	the	creation	of	
the future Province of Europe” 
(To the religious of the rue des 
Braves).

time of sharing the first profes-
sion of the novices and the re-
newal of vows will take place, 
showing in that way that the 
change of structures reflects a 
reality: it is a question of be-
coming ferrymen and pass the 
baton to those who will take 
the helm.
The reflection on the economic 
life and the functioning of the 
future Province of Europe has 
gone forward and the results 
of the economic commission 
notably will be more explicit. 
The Province of Spain and that 
of North Europe were the first 
to accept the new Statutes. The 
Province of France adopted 
them at the end of June.
After the Forum, the prepara-
tory commission will have two 
more meetings before carrying 
the young Province of Europe 
over the baptismal font, repre-
senting still 1/3 of the member-
ship of the Congregation: from 
October 16 t0 16, 2013 at Leu-
ven in Belgium and from Janu-
ary 27 to 30 2014 at Denfert, 
(France). Then in conformity 
with the electoral law adopted 
and accepted by the Plenary 

General Council, the Superior 
General will make a consulta-
tion of all the religious. This 
consultation should take place 
towards the end of the year 
2013 and during the first weeks 
of 2014. Then towards the end 
of February Father General 
will name the first Provincial 
of Europe in order to allow the 
new team to organize itself and 
benefit from a period of trans-
mission and transition until the 
end of April.  n

The European reorganiza-
tion of the AA is in its 
last straight. The count-

down has begun. The process 
of the unification of the old 
continent had been put in mo-
tion by the May 2011 General 
Chapter (No. 91) that will be 
effective “on September 30, 
2014 at the latest” (No. 92). 
The timeline will be respect-
ed. Stages have already been 
done with ease: those notably 
concerning the statutes and the 
financial questions. The Forum 
of Valpré which will be held 
from next September 2 to 6 will 
be the summit of the fraternity 
with its some 150 participants 
from the whole of the three 
present Provinces. The pres-
ence of the Superior General 
will be particularly significant 
in this regard, showing clearly 
that the continentalization on 
the way is truly the will of the 
whole of the Congregation and 
the expression of its profound 
communion in a renewed dy-
namism. The intervention of 
Fr. Benoît will synthesize all 
that he has expressed and heard 
during the meeting. During that 

Province of Europe
The Countdown 
Has Begun
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The Inter-Asiatic Coor-
dination, requested by 
the last General Chap-

ter, met for the second time in 
Gwangju (South Korea). Last 
year it had met at Cap Saint-
Jacques in Vietnam.

The participants met from April 
15 to 20, 2013 in the spacious 
house of our community in 
Gwangju. It was at the same 
time a work meeting and a very 
fraternal encounter with the 
brothers of the local commu-
nity, their benefactors and the 
Oblate Sisters.

The participants are beginning 
to find a good work rhythm 

and the building up of some 
complicity among them. That 
allows an easier path to a con-
sensus and the elaboration of 
common action. For the com-
ing months the program is am-
bitious.

An Ambitious Program
The program consists first of 
all to discern the priorities of 
the Assumption in Asia and to 
define an apostolic project for 
this continent as well as a vo-
cational program. In order not 
to be too scattered, three ac-
tions for a common animation 
were defined and five points 
for reflection were retained.

The 2nd Inter-Asiatic Coordination 
met in Gwangju (South Korea). 

>> Asia

The Program

Presentation	 by	 country	 on	 the	
reality	of	the	Assumption	in	Asia
News	of	the	Congregation
Evaluation	of	the	follow-up	to	the	
decisions of the last Inter-Asian 
Coordination	
Report of the Delegate of the 
Superior General for Asia
Information	on	the	RIAD	and	the	
Inter-Asian CAFI and APAC
Orientations,	 priority	 and	 plan	
for	 action	 of	 the	 Inter-Asian	
Coordination	for	the	coming	year.
Evaluation	of	the	meeting
Message of the Superior General
Day	 of	 relaxation	 and	 day	 of	
visiting	 with	 the	 benefactors	 to	
discover	 the	 cultural	 realities	 of	
Korea



tion, Bayard and the migrants. 
For each of them a work and 
reflection plan was elaborated. 
It will allow for a sharing at the 
next Coordination.

Actions for a Common 
Animation
Three projects were selected 
for a common animation in 
Asia: a meeting of the Superi-
ors and Formators of Asia, the 
summer apostolic experiences 
and the study of languages and 
a participation in the Sixth Asi-
atic Youth Days from August 
10 to 20, 2014 in Daejeon, 
South Korea.

Points for Continued Re-
flection
Five points for reflection were 
identified to work together to 
build the Assumptionist fu-
ture in Asia: internationaliza-
tion and continentalization, the 
formation in internationality 
and inter-culturalism, the new 
foundations, the reception of 
Asiatic vocations from coun-
tries where we are not yet es-
tablished, and an opening to 
China and our collaboration 
with the Assumptionist Family, 
especially with the Oblates.
These points will be studied in 
the coming months in the com-
munities, the Councils of the 
Province and the Plenary Gen-

The Work of Discernment
To begin this process of dis-
cernment, each community in 
Asia is called to question itself 
on the Assumptionist identity 
in Asia (how do we live the 
Assumptionist charism in our 
country?), on the Assumption-
ist apostolic identity in each of 
the Asiatic cultures in which 
the community is implanted 
and on the apostolic priorities 
and vocation ministry. This re-
flection will take into consid-
eration the mobilizing works 
defined by the General Chapter 
(} 98-102) and the realities of 
our communities.
Various apostolic priorities 
were evoked: vocations, forma- 

Your brothers of the entire world call on you to form 
a strong Asian Assumption, well-rooted in your so 
diverse countries, but also open on the whole of the 
continent and on its challenges.»

(Message to the religious in Asia, 2011 General Chapter)“
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eral Council.
Father Benoît Grière, our Su-
perior General, underscored 
this: “In one year, great chang-
es have marked the Asiatic 
reality of the Assumption. We 
are faced with a living As-
sumptionist reality. The fra-
gilities – real ones – do not 
stop us. They are natural in a 
period of evolution. We must 
consolidate our implantations, 
prepare a generation of leaders 
and, despite our fragilities, be 
ambitious. We must see “big 
and large”: Bayard, China and 

other missionary fields,” He 
added: “In the area of conti-
nentalization, it is a question 
of advancing resolutely, step 
by step. Nothing will be done 
by decree or right away, but we 
must advance on this terrain.
Continentalization cannot be 
understood without interna-
tionalization. The Asiatic real-
ity must be understood in the 
whole of the body and not in 
its absence or against it. It be-
hooves us to build footbridges 
between the founding Prov-
inces and the local realities, es-

tablish links between the new 
Province of Europe and the 
Asian realities. But we must 
examine immediately a func-
tional autonomy that is linked 
to the demographic develop-
ment of the Congregation. 
That autonomy will take place 
in solidarity with the whole 
body. We must continue to go 
forward without being afraid 
of the realities underlying that 
word. The reflection must be 
continued by listening to each 
other and hearing the fears. But 
we must go forward.
The Inter-Asian Coordination 
is the laboratory to put these 
orientations in motion.
The next meeting will take 
place in Manila from March 
12-14, 2014, preceded by the 
first meeting of the Superiors 
and Formators of Asia from 
March 10-12, 2014 with time 
to work together.

Bernard Holzer

The Participants 

The	 Superior	 General,	 the	 Provincial	 responsible	 for	 the	 communities	
of Asia (France and North America-Philippines) the General’s Delegate 
for Asia: Benoît Grière, Benoît Gschwind, Miguel Diaz and Bernard Hol-
zer and one member for each country: The Delegate of the Provincial of 
France for Vietnam and Korea, the Superior of Korea, and a Councilor 
of	the	Delegation	of	the	Philippines:	François	Xavier	Nguyen	Tien	Dung,	
Joseph Baik Ho and Ricky Montanez.
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world are there, the vigils, 
the celebrations and even the 
‘feijoadas’ have prepared these 
days.
“The man of conviction has 
his spine in faith” (Nietzsche). 
Those of the WYD follow, in 
the same way, a fundamental 
plan: the opening ceremony, the 
welcoming of Pope Francis, the 
Catechesis, the Way of the Cross, 
the Youth Vigil and the closing 
Mass. The COL has foreseen 

Go, from all nations 
make disciples” (Mt. 
28/19). With this motto, 
the Archdiocese of 

Rio de Janeiro will welcome 
thousands of young people for 
the World Youth Day, from July 
23-28, 2013. At the heart of the 
Year of Faith, this meeting of 
faces and cultures from the four 
corners of the earth constitutes 
a unique moment of faith, of 
fraternization, of dialogues, 
or reinforcement, whose first 
objective is this encounter with 
Christ and the extension of his 
Kingdom.
The Local Organizing 
Committee (COL) has worked 
with ardor to make everything 
ready for the event. The various 
parishes of the city of Rio de 
Janeiro and the other cities 
that make up greater Rio did 
not skimp on efforts to realize 
the dream of the WYD. To 
“put on one’s Sunday best” for 
the event, to whole Brazilian 
Church was mobilized. The 
meetings, and the catechesis 
session proliferated, thousands 
of volunteers worked without 
stop, the media of the whole 

other moments with carioca and 
Brazilian colors for this 28th 
edition of WYD: exhibits in the 
city museums, the platforms 
erected in more than 20 places 
with a cultural program and 
tourist visits, with moments of 
sharing and friendship.
The Archdiocese of Rio de 
Janeiro has also called on the 
entire people and the youth of 
the whole world to welcome 
the new Pope Francis with joy 

World Youth Day: 
the time has come

With the collaboration of 

Father Marco Aurelio and 

Brother José Oyakawa for 

the testimonials

We are finishing this issue while the youth of the world converge on 
Brazil and the 28th edition of the World Youth Day to meet with the 
first Pope from the Latin-American sub-continent. The Assumption is at 
the heart of the event.

“

WYD <<
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Testimonials 
From Europe with the Assumption
Rita: Rio, a Dream
“I wanted to relive the 
experience that I had had in 
Madrid, the immense gathering 
of young Christians come from 
the entire world in a young, 
dynamic and joyful atmosphere, 
centered on the person of Jesus 
Christ. And also it was the first 
time I saw the Pope. When 
Benedict XVI passed close to 
us, I really felt the love of a 
father and his teaching fortified 
my faith. For Rio, it is a dream, 
that of meeting people that 
have the reputation of having 
an immense faith. And the new 
Pope has a great number of 
things to teach us about the poor 
and poverty and I would like to 
know more about that.”

Kaye: a solid cornerstone
“I want to make of my first 
WYD a solid cornerstone in 
the construction of my life of 
faith. To see the Pope during 
his first trip and to assure him 
of my support and my prayer 
is something very special, a 
unique opportunity. That is 
already promising and can 
change the face of the Church. 
Also I seek to live concretely 
my Christian life and meet other 
young believers and to share 
their joy in believing can help 
me. I am also curious to see 
how the Brazilians who are for 
a great part poor live this deep 
joy rooted in faith while in our 
rich Europe we look at you as 
strange when you say that you 

are a believer. In going to the 
WYD we show that the true joy 
comes from Jesus and not from 
material things.”

Inès: this pilgrimage to 
meet the other
“What a beautiful opportunity to 
meet young people from various 
horizons. This pilgrimage to 
meet the other decenters me 
from myself to reflect on the 
meaning of my Christian life, of 
my relationship with God and 
experience the love of Christ. I 
find that it is marvelous to find 
oneself in the midst of millions 
of young people around the 
risen Christ for the mission 
of evangelization that each 
Christian is called to pursue. 

Living the WYD with the 
Assumption Family

The Assumption is regularly 
present at the WYD: it assem-
bles young people from diffe-
rent continents and countries 
accompanied by brothers and 

sisters of the Assumption.

and enthusiasm. Brazil is the 
first country to receive the new 
Pastor.
The Assumptionist religious of 
Brazil have foreseen a special 
day for the pilgrims who 
will accompany the brother 
Assumptionists from all over 
the world. From July 15-20, 
the youth will be gathered in 
Eugenopolis (Minas Gerais) 
a place chosen because of its 

importance in the history of the 
Congregation in Brazil and its 
ecclesiastical characteristics. 
These days of celebration, 
sharing, solidarity and vivid 
knowledge beginning with the 
charism of the Assumption will 
culminate in the Bay of Rio de 
Janeiro.
In Rio, the youth will find room 
and board in the parish of the 
Holy Trinity, thanks notably to 

the parish team with a network 
of welcoming families and 
the unconditional support of 
the Pastor, Fr. Luiz Gonzaga. 
With very different cultures 
and tongues our Assumptionist 
pilgrims will have in those 
days an experience of unity and 
brotherly love animated by a 
common desire the better know, 
follow, and announce Jesus 
Christ. n
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In Rio they are the ambassadors of the Assumption of Europe, Rita, Kaye, Inès and Judith want to discover the youth of the 
entire world and live these WYD with the Assumption Family.

Brazil is the biggest Catholic 
country in the world: what a 
grace it is to be there at the foot 
of the immense statue of Christ 
the Redeemer that overlooks 
Rio de Janeiro! To have the 
experience of unity, fraternity 
and charity with people 
different by language, culture 
and nation, but sharing the same 
feelings and ideals, that is the 
proof that our Church is alive 
and universal.”

Judith: to come back more 
motivated
“I am impatient to be in Rio 
in the midst of young people 
imbued with faith and with the 
fire of the Holy Spirit. The Lord 
lives as a treasure in each of us. 
I want to see that he lives in the 
thousands of young people who 
affirm that God is not dead, but 
that he lives in our joy and our 
unity. I am also honored to meet 
Pope Francis whose wisdom 

and humility I like since the 
beginning of his pontificate. 
I want to come back more 
motivated to make our Church 
in Belgium more dynamic and 
to unify more solidly our youth 
group more fervent in prayer. 
I add that this pilgrimage, that 
brings me closer to Jesus, is an 
unheard of occasion to discover 
even more the Congregation of 
the Assumption.” n

Three questions to Father Luiz Carlos, Provincial of Brazil

On the road to Rio 
in the context of the prepara-
tion of the WYD, how is the as-
sumption living it?

We	 are	 within	 a	 few	
days of the greatest 
live event for the youth 
of the world! The en-
tire Church of Brazil, 
and, in particular, that 
of Rio de Janeiro is on 
the	bridge.	We	are	con-
scious that all the eyes 
will be on us and we are 
all mobilized.

Does that have any influence on 
vocation ministry for us?
Christ the Redeemer with out-
spread arms on the Corcovado 
wants to embrace all the young 

pilgrims who walk towards him. 
In this context, the Brazilian As-
sumption lives with great inten-
sity this great hope. All our par-
ishes are implicated in its prepa-
ration.	We	 are	 impatient	 to	 live	
this unique moment of grace for 
our country.

On	 the	 occasion	 of	 the	 WYD	
Pope Francis with his joy and 
friendly smile brings to us a feel-
ing of joy and fills us with hope. 
It is certain that it will have an 
impact on vocations. This meet-
ing can awaken many and holy 
vocations in the entire Church 
and especially in our small Bra-
zilian Province.

This meeting then is an occasion 
for a new impetus for the Bra-
zilian assumption. What do you 
expect from it?
Surely the missionary spirit that 
guides	 these	 World	 Youth	 Days	
will have fallout on the youth of 
the	 Church	 in	 our	 country.	 We	
will live a great moment of mutu-
al emulation and brotherly ardor 
that will revive in our hearts the 
desire and the zeal for the mis-
sion.	With	these	WYD,	as	faithful	
disciple of Jesus we will feel that 
we are witnesses of the Kingdom 
and with all these young people, 
ready to follow in his footsteps.
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>> Economic Dossier
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 5.000 USD from Fasten 
Aktion Eisenstat for the same 
school;
 342 BP from an Assump-
tionist community for Uganda 
(late for the Lenten Campagne 
of 2012!);
 350 Euros from a family of 
friends for a project in Africa;
 11.000 Euros collected by 
Niceto for projects in Africa;
 11.200 Euros from “Aide 
à l’Église en détresse » to buy a 
pick-up for the crops and animal 
farms in the Kinshasa region on 
condition that we find the re-
mainder of the cost;

To the end of May 2013, 
the BDS has received the 
following gifts:

 2.873 Euros of Masses for 
Africa from “The Little Way As-
sociation”;
 10.250 Euros of Masses for 
Africa from “Aide à l’Église en 
détresse”;
 3.000 USD from a private 
donor for the chemistry labora-
tory for the Kambali school;
 26.500 Euros from “Kin-
dermissions Werk for the con-
struction of the school of Kindu-
gu (Butembo) on condition that 
we find the rest of the financing; 

Activities of the Office 
of Solidarity and 
Development for the 
First Trimester of 2013

The Solidarity and Development Office 
Courageously its – difficult – activities.

A Little Smart 
Advice:
When	someone	needs	to	
buy	an	airplane	ticket,	many	
of	us	visit	the	Web	sites	of	
a few airlines to compare 
prices.
In doing so, there is one 
thing to know: when a 
person begins a search to 
reserve	a	flight	on	the	site	
of an airline, but abandons 
during the search and then 
comes back later to the 
same	site	to	finally	buy	a	
ticket,	it	seems	that	many	
sites then increase the price 

of	the	ticket	compared	
to	what	it	was	initially	
on	the	first	visit.	

Technology allows 
that by keeping 
a trace on the 

computer from 
the	first	visit.
It is 
recommended 

then to open 
a few sites at 
the	same	time	
on the Internet 
navigator – one 

for each airline 
– and not close them 

before	having	finished	the	
comparisons. It is only 
when	one	has	finally	chosen	
the airline that one can 
close the sites of the other 
airlines	and	finalize	the	
process on the site of the 
chosen company.
There is devious and more 
devious…
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That is a total of 8000 USD
69.000 Euros and 2873 BP for 
a total of about 103.000 USD.

We must not that two donors 
promised money on condi-
tion that we find the rest of 
the financing. We are actively 
working so as not to lose these 
promises!

 For the pick-up truck to 
help our brothers of Kinshasa 
in the development of their 
crop fields and animal farms, 
we have found the remainder 
of the financing.
 Concerning the construc-
tion of the Kindugu pri-
mary school in Butembo, 
we are missing 30,000USD on 
a total of 70,000 USD.

 Also, ten used comput-
ers were given by Roularta 
and delivered to the Procure 
d’Afrique in Brussels to be 
transported to Butembo; ten 
others have been delivered.
 Ten used computers 
were given by Bayard for Mad-
agascar and are being sent in a 
container hired by the Jesuits;
 More than m3 of maga-
zines of the Box style (Eng-
lish language magazines for 
children) were given by Ba-
yard for the Ejeda School and 
will be delivered in the same 
way.                                                               

This success should not 
obscure the fact that it re-
mains very difficult to iden-
tify the organisms capable 
of helping to finance our 
projects.

Without even trying to list all 
the letters or e-mails sent that 
remain without an answer, it 
must be noted that we have 
also received many refusals. 

Since the beginning of 2013:
 Refusal of KinderMissions 
Werk to finance a dormitory for 
students at the Ejeda School.
 Refusal by “Aide à l’Église 
en détresse » for an Assump-
tionist student scholarship in 
Rome.
 Refusal by “Christian Aid” 
and the “Bridderllech Deelen 
Luxembourg” to help finance 
the construction of the Kindu-
gu School (Butembo).
 Refusal by Miva Auustria 
to finance the pick-up in Kin-
shasa.
 Refusal by the “Catholic Hu-
man Services Foundation” to 
help finance an ambulance in 
Bulengera.
 Refusal by Missio for Mass-
es for Africa.
 Refusal by the “Frank J. 
Lewis Foundation” to help the 
construction of a chapel and a 
library at the Arusha Philoso-
phy Scholasticate.

We must see the great difficul-
ty, even impossibility, at least 
for now, to obtain help for the 
construction of buildings, buy-
ing of vehicles, and student 
scholarships.

But the BDS does not abandon 
and therefore seeks to increase 
the number of foundations and 
organisms to contact to solicit 
help.
In April 2013 Didier and Sal-
vator spent a whole day ex-
ploring the list for the various 
foundations maintained by the 
“Foundation Center” in Man-
hattan. A short list of some 
twenty interesting foundations 
was identified.
We have bought a list for 
France.
After the summer, we will 
make contact with the Italian 
Episcopal Conference and the 
office of the Holy Childhood 
(Propaganda Fide) in the Vati-
can.
Finally the maintenance of per-
sonal contacts with the founda-
tions remains a primary obliga-
tion: in March Didier in Tanan-
arive visited the “Aide et Ac-
tion” organism and Luc visited 
Porticus Hollande at the end of 
May 2013.

Didier Remiot 

Treasurer General 

Uganda: a message of gratitude!

In 2012, the Plenary General Council had launched a campagne 
called	 “Lent	 2012”	 to	 finish	
the church in Kyabakadde, 
Uganda, one of the last 
foundations	 of	 the	 Province	
of Africa. This campagne 
had collected some 30.000 
USD. Fathers Kisangani and 
Maghesse express their 
gratitude:	“Our	thanks	to	the	
whole	 Congregation	 for	 the	
financing	 of	 the	 roof	 of	 the	
church of Kyabakadde.”
The	interior	finishing	remains…

17
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Under The Icon of the 
Consolata
A Visit to Turin in April 2013

From Rome, the Frec-
ciarossa has the advan-
tage at the occasional 

speed of 300km/h of dropping 
you off, after four hours of 
an agreeable trip through the 
whole peninsula, in the heart of 
the Piedmontese capital. The 
terminal, Porta Nuova, is as if 
by enchantment, in the heart 
of the ancient capital of the 
House of the Kings of Savoy. 
It became during five years the 
capital of the young Kingdom 
of Italy in 1861. It has multiple 
aspects: historic capital with 
numerous castles and sumptu-
ous churches, but also a pres-
tigious city because of the 
Juventus (soccer club, transla-
tor’s note) as well as the auto-
mobile and textile industries. 
The Italian saying goes: Turin 
produces, Milan sells, Rome 
consumes. But in Turin, visit-
ing the historic center, the one 
that Fr. d’Alzon discovered on 
May 26, 1844, we are taken by 
the harmony at the same time 
immutable and old-fashioned 
that is discovered along the 
visit. 

Walking on the humid pave-
ments, we see the arcades and 
commercial galleries, the luxu-
rious shop-windows where the 
innumerable production of the 
local industry, famous for their 
very high quality are offered. 
Nothing seems to have changed 
much in this 18th century roco-

co style from via Roma to the 
piazza San Carlo. Its Egyptian 
Museum is the richest in Eu-
rope. Its royal palaces anchor 
the city in is rich past. But be-
yond this exterior harmony, the 
walls keep the secret of many 
interior riches. 

An Assumptionist cannot take 
via Domenico and discover on 
the street, his heart beating, a 
circular church, the Sanctuary 
of La Consolata. It was there 
that our Founder made the vow 
to refuse ecclesiastical honors. 
Turin was for him much more 
than a visit to his sister Marie, 
but the place where, he con-
fesses, he felt something bi-
zarre that he confides to Mère 
Marie-Eugénie de Jésus: “It 

seems to me that God wants 
only that I remain at the ready,” 
he wrote to her. B ut there was 
also this intuition that is often 
overlooked and that he also 
confides to Mère Marie-Eugé-
nie: “What I want you to know 
is that since then, an idea that 
I had in the past and was only 
a memory, has come back to 
me stronger than ever, that is 
to consecrate myself to form a 
religious community” (Letter 
of June 24, 1844, T. B, p. 162). 
Without contest, his stay in this 
city gave him more faith and a 
disposition of love (Letter of 
July 6, 1844, t. B, p. 170), but 
especially lit as a spark this 
initial inspiration that will end 
later in the foundation of our 
Congregation.

>> Manuel d’Alzon

It seems that God only wants 
me to remain ready»

(Fr. d’Alzon To Mère Marie Eugénie)“
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But Turin, like many cities is 
to be ever rediscovered. For 
example, it is the St. John ca-
thedral where the relic of the 
Sacred Shroud is preciously 
conserved, the church of Mary 
Auxiliatrix where reposes 
Saint John Bosco next to Saint 
Dominic Savio and Saint Ma-
rie-Dominique Mazzarello, 
persons known and loved by 
many of the pioneers of the As-
sumption for their admirable 
work at the Oratorio of Val-
docco. Without contest mark 
of time and the care for social 
commitment and the educa-
tion of youth are things that we 
share with the descendants of 
Don Bosco.

BLL
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The Sanctuary of La Consolata : the altar 
where Father d’Alzon celebrated Mass in 
June 1844 and made his vow to renounce 
ecclesiastical honors.

Memory and Patrimony 

Here is a short summary of the work recently done in 
our Archives of the Congregation in Rome. Practically 
we dedicated the months of 

March, April and May to the bulletins 
and periodical publications of both the 
masculine and feminine Assumption.
The first stage was to assemble all the 
publications in the same physical space 
that we named section IV.A (the official 
bulletins and documents of the General 
Government) and IV.B (the bulletins 
of the Provinces, the communities, the 
apostolic works, the alumnates and 
schools, parish journals, the bulletins of 
the feminine Congregations). In all we 
found 217 publications. Each one was given a new classification 
code.
After that, the work consisted, with the help of a professional 
archivist, Miss Sara Simone, to transcribe on a computed thanks 
to an adapted program, all the useful information of each bulletin 
or publication so as to facilitate a quick and practical search. Thus 
we could know the date and place of publication, the aim and the 
institution responsible for the publication, the issues we have and 
those that are missing, the changes of the names or the format, the 
former classification code and the new one, and the date of the last 
issue published. It must be said that Fr. Jean-Paul Périer-Muzet 
had already done an immense task in compiling the list of these 
publications (See L’Assomption: les Assomptionnistes, les Oblates. 
Documentation recensée et référence, Cahiers du Bicentenaire 
d’Alzon, No. 7, p. 217-257) a work that was very useful to us.
This work was accompanied by a considerable correspondence 
with the concerned archivists and religious (men and women) so as 
to obtain the missing issues and complete the collections.
Finally, the more mechanical and patient work was that of checking 
one by one each bulletin and each collection to know which issues 
were missing, stamp them with the Archive’s seal and the new 
code on each issue, redo the ribbons that hold the bulletins, change 
the worn out boxes and stick labels on each box with the name, 
date, and new code of the publication contained in it. For that 
work we had the collaboration of two lay volunteers: Mrs. Brigitte 
Galle (France) during the month of March, and Francisco Rentero 
(Spain), during the month of May. I express my deep gratitude to 
both.
We ask the Archivists or Secretaries of the Provinces and those 
responsible for periodicals to think of the Archives of Rome and to 
send us regularly each issue published with the mention: “Archives 
of the Congregation”. Thank you for your cooperation.

Fr. Julio Navarro Romàn, A.A., Archivist

Archives of the Congregation <<
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>> Publications

Etienne Pernet and 
Antoinette Fage :
Confronting the 

Misery of the Worker

Frédérique de Watrigant1), bas-
ing herself on a voluminous 
correspondence and numerous 

testimonials, proposes an attractive 
work and an agreeable and easy read. 
She retraces the path of Etienne Per-
net from his origins in Franche-Comté 
that explains in part his vocation as a 
religious-priest for the poor. After the 
death of his father when he was only 
14, Etienne leaves home to attend the 
minor seminary, supported by his men-
tor, the Abbé Guillaume, the one who 
initiates him to the first rudiments of 
the catechism and zeal for the Kingdom 
and will be his compass. The young 
man is peaceful, timid, discreet, hum-
ble, but his piety will forge in him oth-
er traits of temperament just as strong: 
a solid piety, an absolute confidence in 
providence and a true love for the poor. 
After he left the major seminary he be-
comes a monitor in an orphanage. He 
then finds himself in the heart of the 
Paris of 1848 that opens on the Second 
Republic. It is for him the stage where 
in Our Lady of Victories, he tells God: 
“Here I am; what do you want me to 

Is Benedict XVI the jew-
eler or the lapidary of the 
Word of God? Does he 
excel in the art of cutting 
the stones or in making the 
presentation or the setting 
of the revealed text? The 
selection that is presented 
here1) retains some sixty of 
the most beautiful of the 
collection of homilies on 
faith and rare pieces for the 
knowledgeable collector. 
The book has two parts, 
one dedicated to homilies 
on faith and Christian life 
and the other the homilies 
for the principal liturgi-
cal feasts. The index of 
themes, quotations and 
scriptural references fa-
cilitate a quick consulta-
tion. This book is a trea-
sure, a thesaurus as the 
Greeks say, that is a jewel 
case containing precious 
goods that neither moths 
nor worms (Mt, 6/ 19), nor 
time or fashion can attack, 
or robbers steal. We can 
come secretly draw and 
nourish the hope that as 
Christians we are carriers 
(1P3/15)

Bernard Le Léannec

On last February 11 
the announcement 
of the resignation 

of Benedict XVI resound-
ed in Saint Peter’s in Rome 
under a sky streaked with 
lightening, with a torren-
tial rain falling, and the 
roar of thunderclaps. Af-
ter a pontificate of eight 
years, the Pope-theologian 
was retiring into silence 

and prayer. 
Will history 
be able to 
recognize at 
its true value 
the merits 
of this peda-
gogue think-
er and this 
unexcel led 
guide in the 
understand-
ing of the 
faith in this 
time of a 

troubled civilization? His 
Pontificate, his ministry 
as the head of the Congre-
gation for the Doctrine of 
the Faith or as Archbishop 
of Munich, his teaching 
in German universities, 
his books and numerous 
articles constitute an im-
pressive body. It was said 
that people traveled to see 
John Paul II and that they 
traveled to listen to Bene-
dict XVI. Let us recognize 
the merit of guiding us 
through this body of 331 
homilies with a clear eye, 
to Fathers Jean Landousies 
of the Secretariat of State 
of the Vatican and our 
brother Vincent Cabanac.

1) Homélies. Texts chosen and pre-
sented by fathers Jean landousies 
and Vincent Cabanac, Bayard, 474 

pages, 22 euros.

Jeweler or Lapidary
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Ageing and the End 
of Life
Father Vincent 
Leclercq professor 
of bioethics at the 
Institut Catholique 
de Paris opens the 
debate on ageing 
and the end of life, 
two revelatory ques-
tions for our vision 
of man and the pres-
ent-day ethics. The 
author of this essay in five parts1) wants 
first of all to foster hope. He firstly affirms 
that “end of life does not mean the end of 
life”. He examines at first the problem of 
the ageing of a population and what it can 
engender: a dependence that must be man-
aged by new medi-
cal practices and the 
stability of a health-
care system. His re-
flection then looks 
at the roles and the 
responsibilities of 
society faced with the considerable im-
pact of ageing in Western societies. The 
following chapter titled: “Euthanasia, 
false answer and true questions” considers 
the Leoni Law of 2005 and its evolutions. 
Then the author takes up the question of 
palliative care and its functioning. Final-
ly the author proposes a new look on the 
end of life. We hold a precious good: life 
is a gift that his placed in the care of the 
vulnerability of man. But God is the most 
vulnerable of beings, as Jacques Maritain 
expressed it. Let us not cease to go to the 
school of the frailty of life to better pro-
tect it. Frailty is also a right.

Bernard Le Léannec
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branch, the Religious of 
the Assumption of Au-
teuil and the Assump-
tionists of François Ier, 
the community of Father 
Pernet. The further de-
velopments of the apos-
tolate are accompanied 
by the dram of the Com-
mune, the anticlerical-
ism and the expulsions, 
and a few years later the 
death of Mother Marie 
de Jésus, on September 
18, 1883 after the visit 
of Don Bosco in the 
spring and her pilgrim-
age to Lourdes during 
the summer. A young 
29 year-old professed 
sister who pronounces 
her vows in the hands of 
Cardinal Richard, Arch-
bishop of Paris with the 
name of Mère Marie du 
Saint Sacrement. Father 
Etienne dies on April 3, 
1899 recommending to 
his daughters “unity of 
the spirits in truth and 
of the hearts in charity”. 
The author took care to 
place in relief the pro-
phetic and innovative 
character of the work 
begun by the founda-
tion of the Little Sisters 
of the Assumption. It is 
always valid in the pres-
ent day. It is a question 
of evangelizing by this 
particular attention to 
the poorest and the lit-
tlest people.

Bernard Le Léannec

1) Passionnés de Jésus-Christ. 
Etienne Pernet et Antoinette 
Fage, fondateurs des Petites 

Sœurs de l’Assomption by Frédé-
rique de Watrigant, DDB, Biogra-

phies collection, 2013, 229 pages, 
19, 90 euros.

do?” He then contacts 
Mother Marie-Eugénie, 
the Founder of the Reli-
gious of the Assumption 
and meets Fr. d’Alzon in 
June 1849. In d’Alzon 
he finds the father that 
he had lost too young 
and a spiritual master 
who will lead him to the 
priesthood. In between, 
he loses his mother and 
has to carry the heavy 
burden of his family. 
Arriving in Nîmes he 
discovers in the work-
ing-class neighborhood 
of the Enclos Rey, “the 
misery of the workers”. 
He is ordained on April 
3, 1858, on a Holy Sat-
urday, in the chapel of 
the Bishops residence at 
Le Mans. After many tri-
als in community and his 
work as an educator – a 
domain for which he was 
not made – he returns to 
Paris with the mission 
to become “a sitter of 
the confessional” (sic 
Fr. d’Alzon). In 1864 
he meets Antoinette 
Fage, a child of Provi-
dence.  From then on 
their paths will be fused 
to the development of 
the common work, the 
foundation of the Little 
Sisters of the Assump-
tion. The second part 
of the book is dedicated 
to the time of the foun-
dations. And these be-
ginnings are poor! The 
poverty of the manger is 
not far on this July 17, 
1865, official date of the 
foundation. As the small 
Congregation develops 
a true family spirit is 
woven between this new 

1) Fin de Vie. Pourquoi les chrétiens ne peuvent pas se 
taire, by Vincent Leclercq, Editions de l’Atelier, 141 pages, 

14 euros.

Life is a gift that
is placed in the 

care of the vulnerability 
of man.
“
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60 Years of 
Mission 
in New 
Zealand

It was on Febru-
ary 26, 1952 that Fr. 
Gervais decided to 

install Assumption-
ist religious in New 
Zealand and the first 
Assumptionist, Fr. Piet 
Mul, left Rotterdam on 
September 11 of the same 
year for the New Zealand 
foundation. On the oc-
casion of this 60th 
anniversary, Kees 
Scheffers1)  proposes 
a monograph in Dutch 
that presents this coun-
try at the ends of the earth, 
the migrant ministry to which 
the fathers will dedicate them-
selves, but also the educational 
work they do with the opening 
of Viard College in Porirua. The 
following chapters concern their 
parish work and their efforts to 
awaken vocations, followed by 
the biographies of the twenty re-
ligious who participated in this 
adventure in the country of the 
kiwi.

>> Publications

The Kiriku of the French 
Press Is 130 Years-old

On the occasion of the 
130th anniversary of the 
founding of the La Croix 

daily newspaper, the Embassy of 
France to the Holy See organized 
an evening with some 50 invitees 
with the staff of the newspaper. In 
the presence of the Assumption-
ist Curia, Yves Pitette as historian 
retraced the relationship of the 

newspaper with Rome accord-
ing to a principle of reality 

and freedom in the line of 
our Founder who consid-
ered obedience to Rome 

as a “knowing acceptance 
to suffer for Rome.” He re-
called that this fidelity of 
the newspaper was not a 
long peaceful river. It was 
lived in obedience to the 
Pope at the cost of great 
sacrifices often ending in 
the removal of the editor 
on orders from Rome.

Fr. Dominique 
Greiner recalled 

that to exist tomorrow, the faith-
ful journal needed to take up the 
challenges, to take, to define ori-
entations in the era of the digi-
tal revolution, to open itself to a 
younger public, to invent a new 
economic model in a world in 
crisis and invest in a new edito-
rial line, in the domains where its 
savoir-faire was known, recog-
nized and appreciated in a soci-
ety that was lay ‘à la française’. 
In his presentation, Dominique 
Quinio compared the newspaper 
to the personage of Kiriku, small 
but valiant, who refuses the frivo-
lous, the canting of all sorts, who 
“always looks as far as there is a 
man” according to Cardinal Et-
chegaray, a newspaper that wants 
to be more informational than 
educational, in the image of the 
Pontiff who wants to be a ferry-
man, a “bridge” rather than a be-
sieged fortress, a media that pres-
ents itself as deeply responsible 
on questions that society asks.

erraTuM

Concerning	Tome	VI	of	the	Biographical	Notices,	Father	Arno	Burg,	
A.A. of the Netherlands asks us to point out a list of errors con-
cerning	religious	who	left	the	Congregation,	names	that	were	list-
ed	in	this	Tome	on	pages	617-741.	A	dozen	Dutch	AA`s,	some	still	
living,	other	already	dead,	never	left	the	Congregation	though	they	
are	on	that	list.	We	express	our	regrets,	the	error	was	because	of	
defects in the Registers of the General Secretariat that the author 
of the volume, JPPM had used. It is clear that it was impossible for 
the author to know personally the precise state of the Provinces 
outside	 of	 this	 source	 of	 information.	Moreover,	 there	 was	 the	
habit	of	certain	regions	to	change	“x”	times	the	baptismal	names	
or	the	nicknames	that	made	the	identification	difficult.	That	is	not	
an	excuse,	but	an	explanation.	That	is	why	in	the	future	to	clearly	
verify that the name of such and such a religious is not already on 
the list of the deceased or on that of the living in the Directory of 
Religious.

(1) De Assumptionisten in Nieuw-
Zeeland 1952-2012, Eindhoven, 
2013, 192 pages.



Baptismal Catechesis of Saint 
John Chrysostome that he 
discovered on Mount Athos), 
his life as Editor in Chief of La 
Croix (1957-1968) during which 
he will have the exceptional 
experience of the Council of 
the Vatican II. There he will 
play a role of the first order. We 
remember that he published the 
chronicles of the Council in four 
tomes, a truly necessary work to 
know the event.

This first tome ends with his 
times of trials. That period 

brings him back to Alsace 
where he becomes a professor 
at the Theology Faculty of the 
University of Strasburg and 
where he is revivified in contact 
with his native land. It is there 
that he begins to write his 
famous Rome et Moscou, the 
work that recounts the essential 
elements of the relations 
between Rome and the Soviet 
Empire during the first part of 
the 20th century.

With finesse and precision, 
Françoise Paoli, draws, all 

through these pages, the multi-
faceted portrait or a researcher, 
a journalist, a chronicler and 
a traveler. He was the author 
of some ten important books 
and thousands of articles. But 
Father Antoine is above all a 
religious and a priest: the pages 
written day by day, studded with 

On May 22, 2009, Father 
Antoine Wenger died 
in Lorgues (Var) in his 

90th year after a full life. When 
he reached his 80th year, he 
wisely retired to the retirement 
house. His exceptional path was 
in the image of the multiple 
talents nature had given him. No 
one other than Françoise Paoli, 
an historian friend who knew 
him since her youth, was better 
placed to take charge of such an 
enterprise and to transmit the 
story. Father Antoine Wenger is 
a great name in the Assumption 
as Father Jean-Paul Périer-
Muzet underscores in his A.A. 
Biographical Notices.

The first volume of these 
Memoirs with the title: 

Le Journaliste, La Croix, le 
Concile1) is published as the 
130th anniversary of the daily 
newspaper is celebrated. It 
covers a much longer period 
than the title leads us to think 
and goes till 1974. The eight 
chapters cover successively 
his formative years, his life 
as a Byzantine specialist 
and especially as a source of 
unpublished manuscripts (the 

a thousand anecdotes, testify to 
the unconditional love of the 
Church that fills the intimate 
center of his heart. Russia and 
the Orthodox Church in general 
are never far from his spiritual 
reflections or his political 
analyses. Athenagoras and 
Nikodim are as familiar to him 
as Neuvecelle in Rome, who is 
none other than the poet Ivanov.

Since the author is the 
niece of another renowned 

Assumptionist, Fr. Athanase 
Sage, specialist on Saint 
Augustine but especially as 
editor of the Écrits Spirituels 
of  Father d’Alzon, she makes 
us relive from the inside a 
history of the Assumption, like 
a family member, a mine lode 
of very precious details that 
for the most part we did not 
know. Certainly the publication 
is without contest an event, 
especially for the Assumption 
and we owe a debt of gratitude 
to its author. It remains now 
for the publication to receive 
the wide distribution that it 
deserves and that is worthy of 
the great communicator that 
was Father Antoine Wenger

Father Antoine Wenger:
The First Volume of his 
Memoirs

1)  Antoine WENGER : 1919-2009. 
Une passion russe et quelques 
jalons œcuméniques. Tome I, Le 
Journaliste, La Croix, le Concile, 
2013, 545 pages.
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Inserts:
Plenary General CounCIl n. 4
sIGns of God n. 7

Our Deceased Brothers

Agostiniani dell’Assunzione - Via San Pio V, 55 - I - 00165 Roma 
Tel. : 06 6623998 - Fax : 06 6635924 - E-mail : Assunzione@mclink.it

  Father Henri FOLLIET (Fr.) 
died at Albertville on Sunday, 
May 5. His funeral was 
celebrated	on	Wednesday,	
May 8, in the community 
chapel of Notre-Dame des 
Vignes. He was 89 years-old.

 Father Jan (Johannes 
Bartholomeus) 
STROOMBERGEN (ENE) died 
at Boxtel (Netherlands) on 
Sunday June 16, 2013. His 
funeral was celebrated on 
Saturday, June 22 in the 
Saint Peter Basilica of Boxtel. 
He was buried in the Kasteel 
Stapelen cemetery of Boxtel. 
He was 82 years-old.
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So that AA News
can “talk” about you, 

please send information about the life

of the Assumption in your countries

to the General Secretariat 

bll719@gmail.com 
before the end of each 

General Council.  
Thanks especially 

for sending photos and 
illustrations.
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