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A sense of direction
As the Chapter elects the general council. it also updates the choices made in 2005.

 

The General Chapter of 2011 found 
that the trilogy adopted at the Chapter 
of 2005 remains very pertinent and 
should receive further elaboration.  
What does it mean in today’s world 
to be “Men of communion, proposing 
the faith in solidarity with the poor”?  
How does this affect us on a personal 
level as well as in our apostolic com-
munities?
 
How can we be men of Faith in a 
world that is separated from God and 
where the Church itself is discredited 
as a result of the serious pedophile 
scandal?   How can we bring hope 
in a God-given future when political 
and economic institutions in this time 
of financial crisis are viewed with 
suspicion, and even technical prog-
ress is questioned after the Fukushima 
disaster?
How can we be men of Commu-
nion in a world torn by tensions that 
sometimes turn violent?  How can 
we promote inter religious dialogue 
when terrorist threats feed incompre-

hensions and exacerbate the tensions 
among different religious traditions?
How can we encourage Unity when 
dialogue and good relations among 
Churches undergo highs and lows and 
when even among Catholics unity 
is difficult attain?  How can we live 
in solidarity with the poor, at a time 
when the resources of the Congrega-
tion no longer allow us to meet our 
own needs, especially in the young 
provinces where vocations are abun-
dant?
In this general context, our religious 
life appears more than ever to be pro-
phetic.  This is, in any event, the con-
viction that the Chapter is considering 
with the 2005 trilogy.   In a world 
that tends to consider the neighbour 
as a predator, a competitor, even an 
enemy, our community life, marked 
with a desire for an ever greater com-
munion, bears witness to the fact that 
it is possible to live together differ-
ently.  Following a mode of life that 
is a gift from God.
Fr. Dominique Greiner

Editorial
A question of methodology
Michel Kubler
 
How does a General Chapter produce the texts 
that it will promulgate?  The answer is rather 
complex.   A good example is found in the 
way the three “Fundamental Orientations” of 
the Chapter of 2005 (“Men of communion 
announcing the Faith in solidarity with the 
poor”) are being updated. (Read opposite the 
state of the dossier)
Everything starts with the “Tool Box” pro-
vided by the Preparatory Commission for the 
General Chapter. It contained, in particular, 
the contributions from the Provincial Chap-
ters, a grid to help to be used by the members 
of the Chapter in their reflection in linguis-
tic groups on each of the orientations.  This 
reflection was then summarized by a small 
committee for discussion in plenary session.  
A few members were asked to “lend their 
ears” to catch the more important themes or 
problems.  As a result, a working document 
was produced on each of these orientations.
Then three large groups were formed, to 
review these findings and compose future ca-
pitular documents on Faith, Communion and 
Solidarity.  These groups met three times for 
two hours each to produce their text.  These 
texts were divided into two sections:  Convic-
tions” and “Means” (on three levels:  personal, 
community, apostolic).  They were brought 
to the full session for a lively discussion and 
numerous amendments.  Once all these have 
been included, the texts will be adopted!
Is this method too burdensome?  All this com-
ing and going has a purpose:  make sure that 
a capitular text takes into consideration the 
situations of the Congregation and the various 
points of view of the members.  But most of 
all that they express faithfully the consensus 
of the ensemble of the Chapter.  And we call 
that Communion! 

From 2005 to 2011... and beyond



My Voice at 
the Chapter

Our Congregation is at an important turning 
point.  A considerable number of Africans are 
present and that is obvious.   Furthermore, 
the presence of laity for a second consecutive 
time manifests the real concern of all to work 
together.  Another stage: the choice for the 10th 
Superior General in the person of Fr. Benoît 
Grière, now encourages us to give him a solid, 
multicolor, polyglot team with the qualities and 
virtues that he has a right to expect!  I am tempted to believe that we 
need a team of saints at the head of the Congregation! Luckily we are 
not all there yet!  To be fully human and nothing more, as St. Francis 
de Sales said.  Is this not what we need to focus on?
This Chapter, in my opinion, is much more important because of 
the community reorganization or better still the restructuring of 
the Congregation that it is undertaking.  The reality in the �ield 
obliges us to live our charism and our spirituality in such a way as 
to confront the different challenges of society and of the Church; it 
especially invites us to better live in communion with one another.  
The aim is to promote the animation of the body, from head to toe, 
in its diverse parts.  I am convinced that, despite the legitimate 
reservations linked to the closing in on oneself in the face of a 
hostile world, we are on our way toward the good of all for the Holy 
Spirit is truly guiding our discussions and orientations.  Behind this 
will to change, there is the concern for a personal conversion to 
which we are all called!
Fr. Roger Kasereka Syayipuma (Nairobi – Africa)

“Love Jesus Christ 
and what Jesus Christ 
loves most:  Mary, 
his Mother and the 
Church, his spouse.”  
These words of our 
Founder encourage us 

to search in the intimacy with the Lord, 
the strength to live our baptismal vocation 
authentically. In our case this call grows 
and develops in our religious family which 
is the Assumption.  
At this time our family is living a 
momentous event. The General Chapter 
is trying to make of the Assumption a 
prophetic place where each one with 
the gift he has received might give to the 
body a more international, multicultural 
countenance always opened to new 
challenges.  This is the second time I 
participate in a Chapter and I never fail to 
thank God for the opportunity take part 
making history with a responsability that 
is not only mine but is also given to the 
brothers who wanted me to be here.  
We have elected a new Superior General 
and I am profoundly convinced that the 
signs that lead to his election will mark 
the future.  What were those signs?  An 
Assumption standing erect having set 
out to meet the new Superior General 
with its diversity of  languages, colors, 
nationalities. An Assumption that 
embraced him. An African Assumption 
who gave him the scepter of authority 
from the Massai people...  An Assumption 
that entered into prayer and was  united 
in thanksgiving and celebration.  An 
Assumption from whom, in the various 
countries where we are, rose a refrain to 
which God will not be indifferent because 
“God hears the cry of the poor”.  
This is an Assumption attentive to the 
signs of the time and that is our challenge.  
With Benoît we want to say:  “Here I am, 
Lord, why have you called me?”
Fr. Marcelo Marciel  
(Rengo-Chile-Argentina)

The �irst week of the General Chapter was a time for 
listening.  We especially heard the voices of the laity 
of Africa, North and South America, Europe.  The 
presentations of the Provinces show the diversity 
and great value of our apostolic realities as well as 
our poverty (in human and material resources).  And 
yet, what unites us is our zeal for the Kingdom as 
manifested in three fundamental dimensions: men 
of faith, of communion and in solidarity.

These divergences do not proceed simply from our individual 
differences but �low from a world marked by political, economic, 
cultural and religious pluralism.  In this context we are obliged to 
dialogue with the world and our contemporaries.  To dialogue is to 
speak a word of truth and of communion.  There are at least three 
spheres in which we must dialogue:
-  with the cultures : no longer in the strict sense (a country, its 
customs, its life styles), but of new cultures which emerge in our day : 
communication, technology …
-  interreligious.  Today we are present on four continents and are 
confronted by a diversity of religious sensitivities. Men of faith and of 
communion, it is not possible for us to avoid  the dialogue with other 
believers.
-  with  the poor.  If we want to be faithful to our vocation and to our 
charism, the poor need to be at the heart of our mission and of all our 
preoccupations.
I strongly believe that if we commit ourselves to the way of dialogue, 
we shall then be recognized as men of faith, of communion, in 
solidarity and of our time.
Fr. Pierre Tran Van Khue (Vietnam – France)



A winning hand
The Chapter has elected the team of Assistants 

for the new Superior General

Emmanuel Kahindo Kihugho, 
Bible and organization
Born 45 years ago in the Democratic Republic-Congo, 
this son of the tiny village of Paida, was introduced to 
the Assumption from an early age in Beni (Nord-Kivu).  
After his first profession in 1986, he became a “mis-
sionary” in the Ivory Coast (1989-90) before returning 
to his country to pursue his theological studies.  
In 1994 he came to the Pontifical Biblical Institute 
in Rome and then in Jerusalem until 1998.  He was 
ordained a priest in 1999. From September, 2000 to 
July 2004, he taught Bible and biblical languages while 
serving as formator in Kinshasa and Nairobi.
At the Chapter of 2005, he was elected Assistant Gen-
eral and has just been elected for a second term.  Of a 
spontaneous and lively nature, he has the reputation of 
being a hard worker and a good organizer.  
He was the Chairman of the Prepara-
tory Commission for the 32nd General 
Chapter and is also the actual and 
attentive superior of the community at 
Due Pini.

He was elected Vicar general of the 
Congregation.

Didier Remiot, 
Cosmopolitan and enterprising
Yesterday, the Treasurer for the 
Province of France was elected Trea-
surer General of the Congregation, 
succeeding Fr. Jean-Daniel Gullung.  
The only Brother at the 32nd General 
Chapter (all the other members are 
priests), at 52 he will now come to 

Rome to pursue a career that has been cosmopolitan and 
eclectic.  
Born in Kolwezi (DR-Congo) , raised in Belgium, 
trained in aeronotic engineering at M.I.T, he completed 
his Noviciate training in Boston, MA. He pronounced 
his first vows in 1987 and worked as an aeronotic 
engineer until becoming the COF of Bayard, Paris from 
1995 to 2008.
Since then he has served as Assistant and then Treasurer 
for the Province of France.  He was instrumental in the 
foundation in Vietnam. (He speaks the language.)  He 
holds a Bachelor’s degree in Theology.  Last year he 
supervised the foundation of a youth hostel called “Ad-
veniat” in Paris.

Marcelo Marciel,
the smiling apostle
At 37, this smiling Chilean will be the 
youngest member of the general team.  
He is also young in religious life hav-
ing made profession only a short 14 
years ago - with  Julio Navarro as Nov-
ice Master, no less!  But he is already 
at his second General Chapter.
Marcelo was introduced to the Assumptionists in his native 
Parish, Our Lady of Lourdes in Santiago.  After attending 
technical high school, this young’, dynamic and approach-
able man did his postulancy in the Robert Kennedy com-
munity, named for the section of Santiago by the same 
name and pursued his studies in History before beginning 
the regular studies in philosophy and theology at the Catho-
lic University of Santiago.
Ordained a priest in 2001, he was responsible for youth 
ministry in Lota gathering a group of 500 young people.  
He had a similar apostolate in Santiago at Nuestra Senora 
de los Angeles and finally was named Pastor in Rengo as 
well as vocation minister.

John Franck, a multilingual formator
Before leaving for Rome he promised that he would 
rerturn:  that promise will not be kept by this 64 year old 
American who was elected yesterday as Assistant Gener-
al.  Fr. John Franck may not become the Dean of the new 
team leading the Congregation, but he is certainly well 
aware of the international context of the Assumption.
Born in Pennsylvania, he discovered his religious family 
first at the alumnate (minor seminary) in Cassadaga, NY, 
and then at Assumption College, Worcester, MA, where 
he majored in Philosophy.  He spent two years in “Zaire” 
(DR-Congo) teaching in the seminary of Musienene and 
the College in Butembo (1970-72).  He joined the As-
sumptionists in 1968 and was ordained a priest in 1977.  
Fluent in French and Spanish, he has been a frequent visi-
tor to Asia and Latin America.
He socialized in formation first as Director of Forma-

tion and Master of Novices and later 
as Vice President for Student Affairs 
at Assumption College.  From 1996 
to 2005, he served as Superior of the 
North American Province and since 
then has been Vocation Minister.
His passion:  sports, especially jogging 
and mountain climbing!



Dear Father Grière: Congratulations 
and welcome to the service of your 
Brothers as Superior General.  We 
will have the opportunity to meet 
and chat.
Many thanks to your predecessor, Fr. 
Richard Lamoureux, who I had the 
pleasure of meeting a few times.
Good sailing for the rest of the 
Chapter and may the Holy Spirit 
accompany you in the choice of your 
Counsellors.
Fr. Richard Kuuia Baawabr, Superior 
General of the White Fathers
 
Dear Father Benoît,
We hasten to congratulate you 
on your election as Superior 
General.  Here in North Belgium 
we have always hoped to see 
you in this important function.  
Congratulations, yes, but especially 
our encouragement so that you can 
guide our Assumption “on the ways 
of the Kingdom:”, with the help of the 
new team that the Chapter has given 
you and, above all, with the grace of 
the Lord.
Frs Lambert Maurissen, Valère 
Kewpers and the confreres of North 
Belgium
 
Good News!
We thank the Lord for the work of 
His Spirit that has made you elect 
Rev. Father Benoît Grière Superior 
General of the congregation for 
the next six years.  May the same 
Spirit help yoi to pursue the work of 
the Chapter.  We are united to you 
in prayer.  Congratulate very Rev. 
Benoît for us and assure him of our 
spiritual support.
Sr. Fancine Anuarite Wasakundi, Or.A. 
(Nairobi, Kenya)

You are in General Chapter and 
I wanted to tell you that our 
community is united with you asking 
the Holy Spirit to not deprive you 
of His help and give all the gifts you 
need to enlighten you choices and 
bless your work.
Sr. Luisa Drago, O.A.

 We are following your Chapter 
attentively and we continue to pray 
for your re�lections after the election 
of the new Superior General.
Sr. Marie Nicole, Superior of the 
Orants in the Philippines
 
We keep the general chapter in our 
prayers.  The grace it will bring you 
will also be ours in the Assumption...
in the whole Church!
One with you.
Sr. Jose�ina, R.A. (San Simon, 
Philippines)
 
On this day when the Church 
reminds us of the apparitions of 
Mary in Europe,  I come again to 
join  you with these few words:  
Thank you each and everyone, for  
what each one expresses in his own 
words.  Thanks to you, we are rather 
extraordinary participants!
Thanks to those who are willing 
to say:  Here I am for new ways to 
serve!  May the Spirit of peace be 
with you in this last week so that 
new shoots will begin to grow in the 
Kingdom that we need to care for as 
a Garden of Eden!
Catherine Voyant, Lay Assumptionist 
(Montoire-sur-le-Loir, France)
 
Please convey to Benoît my 
congratulations for his nomination 
at the head of your Congregation.  To 
be honest, it is not a surprise.
Fr. Joseph Enger, Provincial of France 
for the Salesians.

From our readers

Today’s Program...

Morning
Plenary Assembly + Groups:

- Work on the “Solidarity” 
document

Plenary Assembly:
- Economic affairs: answers to 

ques�ons asked
- Elec�on of the 4th Assistant

A�ernoon
Plenary Assembly:

- Version 2 of the document on 
our “Apostolic orienta�ons”

- Presenta�on: “Territorial Organ
iza�on” and clarifying ques�ons

…and tomorrow

Morning
Plenary Assembly:

- 2nd discussion of the 
documents: « Apostolic 
Orienta�ons »

- Presenta�on of the Document 
« Introduc�on to the Apostolic 
Orienta�ons»

N.B. There will be no Diary of the 
Chapter tomorrow !


