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EEDDIITTOORR’’SS  DDEESSKK
Jesus “began to preach and say, “… the
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” … He went
around all of Galilee, teaching in their syn-
agogues, proclaiming the good news of
the kingdom, and curing every disease
and illness among the people. … Jesus
sent out the Twelve after instructing them
thus: “… As you go, make this proclama-
tion: ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’
Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lep-
ers, drive out demons.” 

(Matthew 4-10)

In the first issue of this newsletter, and even in
its very name, we promised to use its pages to
“keep one another informed about where we
are and what we are doing.”  The coming-into-
being of the Kingdom, the Reign of God is at
the very heart of every Christian and of every
Assumptionist.  Passion for this Kingdom,
though certainly not unique to us, is the hall-
mark of every Assumptionist, religious and lay.

The Kingdom of God is like a jigsaw puzzle:
pieces of different size and shape, connected
to one another according to God’s plan.  On
the pages of this issue of tthhee  aassssuummppttiioonniisstt  ……
we share some of those puzzle pieces.  There
are many more than we can show you here
today … more to come in the months and years
ahead!

Do you recognize your piece of the puzzle?
How do you proclaim in your life that the king-
dom of heaven is at hand?  

Once again, thank you for your continued sup-
port and encouragement of our newsletter.  If
there is anything that you would like to share
with our team, please do not hesitate to con-
tact us.  You can contact our team by e-mail at:
newsletter@assumptio.us

For more stories and information on the
Augustinians of the Assumption, and for more
pictures, please visit our website at
www.assumption.us

AADDVVEENNIIAATT RREEGGNNUUMM TTUUUUMM TTHHYY  KKIINNGGDDOOMM  CCOOMMEE
From his earliest days, Father Emmanuel d’Alzon devoted himself to the
coming of the Kingdom of God as the only way to cure the profound 
sickness of the world around him.  Society was ignoring and attempting to
replace God as its source and foundation.  The way to save and regenerate
society was to restore the Reign of God in the hearts and lives of men and
women throughout its institutions and structures.
Jesus taught his followers to pray for the coming of the Kingdom of God and
sent them to proclaim that the Kingdom of God is at hand.  And so, “Our very
reason for being, as Assumptionists, is to be found in our motto: Thy
Kingdom Come.”  “Assumptionists … choose before all else to work, out of
love for Jesus Christ, for the coming of the Reign of God in ourselves and
around us.” (Rule of Life)

What does this mean for us, religious and lay Assumptionists, here
and now?

-  giving a public voice to God and the Church
-  forming capable believers (religious and lay) for positions of 
leadership in the Church and in society

-  freeing people from the chains of ignorance
-  opening minds, not simply to information but to Truth and Wisdom
-  helping believers to live as members of a Pilgrim People
-  teaching people to see and serve the needs of others
-  promoting unity and communion among men and women of faith
and good will
-  bringing healing and hope to the burdened and those in need

Our Church, searching for 
genuine servant leadership,
needs passionate and dedicated
men and women to guide it on its
journey.  So the Assumptionists
live and work together for the 
ffoorrmmaattiioonn of capable and caring
men and women as priests, 

sisters and brothers, and committed lay leaders, here and abroad.



We proclaim that the Kingdom of God is at hand when we live lives of service to those in need (and
teach others to do the same), in the streets of Manila, in the dry and rocky fields of Mexico, at our
doors in Kenya and the Congo or with Habitat for Humanity in Bridgeport, Connecticut.

t h e  a s s u m p t i o n i s t . . .

The Assumptionists  are truly blessed and grateful for your dedicated support;
and, without your generosity, the Assumptionists would not be able to reach
out and expand our good works around the world and extending the Kingdom
of God.  But our work is far from complete and we humbly ask for your 
additional support to help us continue our mission.  

The Assumptionists have deeply felt the challenges of these troubling eco-
nomic times and we are sure you have been affected as well. However, we are
not letting these struggles stop our missions both at home and abroad.  We
are committed to continuing the formation and education of new
Assumptionist priests and we also vow to continue caring for our senior
Assumptionists who have dedicated their lives to extending the Kingdom of
God. We are doing everything we can to stretch every dollar we raise as far as
it can go…but we know we can go even further with your support. 

DEVELOPMENT OFFICE CORNER
the  assumpt ion is t…
a quarterly newsletter of the US

Region
of the Augustinians of the Assumption

Director of Development: Tomasz
Kierul

Editors: Donald Espinosa, A.A., Beth
Fleming,  Patricia Haggerty, Joe

Pagano, Mary Ann McCue
Design: Natalia Kierul

330 Market Street Brighton, MA
02135

Tel  617-783-0400  Fax 617-783-8030 
newsletter@assumptio.org
w w w . a s s u m p t i o n . u s

“...we choose as our prime objec-
tive to work, out of love for Jesus

Christ, for the coming of the Reign
of God in ourselves and around

us. ... The Assumptionist commu-
nity exists for the coming of the

Kingdom. ... our communities are
at the service of truth, of unity

and charity. In this way, they her-
ald the Kingdom.”

Rule of Life

Our own Assumption College in Worcester, Massachusetts is one of seventeen educational institutions operated or sponsored
by Assumptionists in eight different countries throughout the world, while the Oblate Sisters of the Assumption operate twenty-

four institutions in three countries.  For
their part, the Religious Sisters of the
Assumption, whose primary mission is
education, work in more than seventy
institutions in seventeen countries.
Assumptionist education seeks to
transform students and the society in
which they live.

From the streets of Lourdes in southern France, where thousands gather in pilgrimage, to the grounds
of Saint Anne’s Shrine in Fiskdale, Massachusetts, where crowds of hundreds come in procession, the
Assumptionists have always supported these public manifestations of faith as the witness of the
Pilgrim People of God.

The Assumptionists have always accepted the challenge of
ecumenical and inter-religious dialogue.  Men like Father George
Tavard have marked the ecumenical effort throughout the Church, as

did the three Bulgarian Assumptionists
recently recognized by the Church as
blessed martyrs under the Communist
regime.  We are grateful for the 
opportunity to serve in Moscow and in
Jerusalem, as well as in Asia (in Korea, the
Philippines and Vietnam).

The Kingdom of God is a kingdom of unity and community.  Whether it’s at the Assumptionist Center
in Brighton, at the parish and shrine in Fiskdale, in the Chapel and 
lecture halls of Assumption College … or wherever we are able to gather men and women in the
name of the Lord Jesus, He is there in our midst!

For us, communications and publications allow
the Christian voice to be heard in the public
square.  Assumptionist authors
and their readers fashion 
together a more human world;
radio stations broadcast in Africa
and South America. Through
Bayard Press, in this country and
throughout the world, the
Assumptionists sponsor La Croix
in France, Prions en Eglise and Owl in Canada,
and Catholic Digest, Living with Christ, God’s Word
Today and Twenty-Third Publications in the United
States.



Emmanuel d’Alzon
was born at Le
Vigan, the family
home, on August
30, 1810. It is with
joy and enthusi-
asm that the
Assumptionists ,
religious and lay,
have begun to
prepare for this
B i c e n t e n n i a l
Celebration in
2010.

On April 9, 2008, Father Richard Lamoureux,
Superior General of the Assumptionists, spoke
of this celebration in his Closing Remarks to the
meeting of the Council of the Congregation in
Kwangju, South Korea: “We are counting on the
Bicentenary celebration to help us deepen this
spirit of faith, to help us rediscover Father
d’Alzon as a model of holiness for us today. The
choice of our theme (“Following Christ with
Emmanuel d’Alzon”) is a clear reflection of this
desire.”

There are a number of publications in
production, and others being planned and con-
sidered. There will also be a number of events,
international ones (like the session of the Lay-
Religious Alliance in Nimes, France this summer)
as well as local ones. A number of projects are
being considered: images and medals, musical
compositions, videos, and an international
Bicentennial website.

We will keep you informed about these develop-
ments over the months ahead. We invite you to
join us in this celebration. Together let’s search
for ways to mark this special time in the life of
the Assumptionist family. Please feel free to
share your ideas and suggestions with all of us.

This celebration will be marked then by a num-
ber of external events, but more importantly, by
what will be lived internally by each
Assumptionist, religious and layperson, as we
seek to rediscover Emmanuel d’Alzon as a mas-
ter of holiness.
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Father Emmanuel d’Alzon, A.A.
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