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Dear Assumption Family,

Religious and Lay Assumptionists who belong to 
the province of North America and the Philippines 
came out of July’s Chapter of Application, which 
was held in Mexico, with a renewed understanding 
of their mission and how to take it into the future.   

That’s what happens when members of the 
Assumption family get together:  their minds fill 
with energy and ideas—as well as with the spirit of 
the community—and they can’t help but go forth 
into the world and bring about the Kingdom of 
God.    

The chapter endings were really beginnings. The 
first was the installation of Fr. Oswaldo Sanchez as 
pastor of our new parish in Orizaba. The second:  
new leadership. You’ll read about both in this issue. 
And, of course, you’ll read about the chapter itself. 

A final word:  as you may have heard, a massive 
earthquake struck central Mexico Sept. 19th. Our 
communities in Mexico City and Orizaba aren’t far 
from the epicenter and were affected. Please pray 
for healing. 

If you’d like to contribute to the rebuilding efforts, 
your donation, however small or large, would be 
greatly appreciated. As always, we thank and pray 
for our benefactors. 

In Christ,

Jon Bishop, Editor 

LIFE AS A NEW PASTOR

Dear Friends:

After four years as a missionary in the Philippines, I returned to 
Mexico, my native country, to be named superior and pastor 
of the new community of Saint James Apostle Tlilapan located in 
the state of Veracruz, east of our country. It is the first 
Assumptionist community that we founded outside of Mexico 
City—in fact, the formation community of “Casa Manuel” that 
worked in the capital city for more than 25 years was 
transferred to this place assuming the administration of the 
parish as its ordinary apostolate.

For me, it is the first time I’m working as parish priest. But I’m 
not facing this challenge alone. I’m doing it with the support 
of my brother priests Fataki Kakule Mwirawivu and Sebastien 
Bangandu Mwanza and religious Marciano López and Rodel 
Cervantez. 

There have been a few months full of pastoral activities, 
sacramental celebrations, and meetings with the lay groups so 
we can know the parish reality, detect the most urgent needs of 
the Christian community, organize our life of apostolic service. 
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I have been able to witness the availability and joy with which many lay people work in the service of building the Kingdom of 
God in this parish.  Parishoners have faced many demands and have responded to these demands. Some were tired of 
working so much without seeing the presence of the priest for many years, so I have given myself to the task of being present 
and meeting with each lay group of the parish. I have given them time and have thanked them enormously for their 
commitment to continue and improve upon the work they had done before.

We want to respond to the challenge of education in the faith of our lay brothers, as well as to seek to build unity among 
different groups to achieve common goals and respond to concrete needs.  Another challenge is to organize the community 
so its members can begin to work as a team, as a community of communities, in unity, with the same objective and following 
a pastoral plan that we are about to structure with the help of the newly created parish pastoral council. I am trying to teach 
the members of this council the methodology of participatory pastoral planning suggested by the CELAM (Latin American 
Episcopal Commission) to generate a pastoral plan that responds to the needs of the parish community.

During the earthquakes of 6 and 19 September, our parish office was seriously 
affected. They caused large cracks in the walls of the office.  The walls facing 
the church atrium have been separated from the ceiling and  columns. 
The lateral wall has a very pronounced crack in the shape of a triangle, even 
though the wall is 50 cm thick.

 The parish house also has some superficial cracks, as well as one of the walls 
of the church where the rainwater seeps out. We need help to correct these 
problems, so we call on your generosity to ask for your financial support to 
solve these problems. We have already consulted with some specialists and 
they have suggested to us to carry out works of reinforcement in the ceiling 
of the Church, the walls of the office and some rooms of the parish house. 
They’ve also suggested waterproofing. 

Thanks be to God for having accompanied us during these natural disasters 
that did not affect us very much in our parish, although it destroyed many 
historical churches of our country. Compared with them we have been 
affected very little, but still these details need to be corrected as soon as 
possible to ensure the maintenance of the structure of the buildings. So we 
also appreciate your generous help in getting this job done.

Fr. Oswaldo García Sánchez, a. a.
Superior and Parish Priest

The Chapter focused on:
Mission and spiritual renewal Pastoral planning 

The Lay-Religious Alliance Vocation and 
youth ministry Formation Internationality.

Fr. Dennis Gallagher, A.A., provincial superior:  
“The Chapters of 2017 have called for a deeper 

plunge into the essentials of our vocations as 
Assumptionist religious and members of 

the Alliance. That means the path of conversion, 
the laying aside of those encumbrances that
 diminish a real passion for the Kingdom.” 

The Lay Assumptionists—Pat Haggerty, Maricarmen 
Martinez, Bollo Maltos, Jaypee Calleja, and Chantal 
Rouette—at work during the Chapter. It wasn’t all work for the Chapter delegates:  they got to 

play, too! 

Chapter delegates worked hard and discussed all topics 
pertaining to the future of the province. 

The liturgies, reflecting the congregation, were international. 

“Our communities wish to share the joys 
and the hopes, the sorrows and 

the anxieties of the people of our time, 
especially the poor and all those who 

hunger and thirst for justice.” (Rule #14)
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MEET OUR NEW LEADERS

Fr. Peter Precourt, provincial assistant, with special responsibility for the Region of Mexico. 

Fr. Alex Castro, superior of the Assumptionist Center community in Brighton. 

Fr. Edward Shatov and Patricia Haggerty, Provincial tandem for the Lay/Religious Alliance. 

Fr. Richard Lamoureux, vice president for mission at Assumption College and 
Emmanuel House superior.

Fr. Simon Njuguna Waweru, formator and superior at Pavel House in Brighton, 
accompanying the student brothers. 

Fr. Oswaldo Sanchez, superior of the community at the new foundation in Orizaba. 


