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Heroic faith
The Servant of God, Emman-

uel d’Alzon, possessed and prac-
ticed all the virtues to a heroic 
degree…In everything he did, 
he always insisted on a spirit of 
faith, and his most characteris-
tic quality is without a doubt his 
preoccupation to publicly affirm 
the supernatural order at a time 
when it was not only so obscured 
but rejected. (…)

It was the truth that Fr. 
d’Alzon expressed in such a re-
markable faith. He received the 
gift of faith in its fullness and he 
preserved it pure and intact until 
his last day. (…) 

He always desired that this 
faith be whole, free from what-
ever diminishment might come 
from the pride of reason or from 
weakness of the heart. (…) 

We can affirm that, at a time 
when certain doctrines had not 
been defined as they are today 
and when in France there were 
still floating in the air subtle ves-
tiges of age-old errors, he knew 
how, from a supernatural in-

stinct and as an inseparable di-
mension of his spirit, to discern 
the authentic doctrines of the 
Church. (…)

His faith was the one and only 
light of his spirit and the one and 
only principle of his conduct, 
fully aware of his responsibili-
ties… « What God seems to be 
asking of me as the purpose of 
my never-ending efforts, » he 
wrote in 1846, « is a great spirit 
of faith in all my actions, and es-
pecially in all my judgments and 
decisions ». (…) 

Before acting on a decision 
and beginning some new initi-
taive, he called upon God’s light 
and God’s strength. How often, 
even at 4 in the morning, could 
he not be seen bowed before the 
altar, seeking only the holy will 
of God ?

(see « Articles pour le procès… », 
publication presented by the 

Postulator, Fr. Aubain Colette,  for 
the Cause of beatification, Rome, 

1958, articles 78 to 90). 

In Fr. d’Alzon’s words
Be men of faith, walk in this light 

that sheds light on events and responsibilities 
as God himself sees them. 

     Above all, be men of the truth. 
(Ecrits Spirituels, p. 1436)

A Word from 
the Postulator
Pope Benedict XVI called on 

the entire Church to celebrate a 
« year of faith ». It was meant to 
be an opportunity to recommit 
ourselves to search for the truth: 
the truth about God and the truth 
about Man. It also meant bear-
ing clear and courageous wit-
ness to our faith in Jesus Christ 
in the midst of our world and the 
men and women who surround 
us.

One basic criterion in dem-
onstrating the holiness of a Ser-
vant of God is precisely that of 
showing how he practiced a life 
of virtue, especially the virtue of 
faith. We know that Fr. d’Alzon 
was a man of faith and that it 
was this beacon that enlight-
ened his whole life, all his apos-
tolic initiatives, his love of the 
Church, and his unconditional 
commitment to Jesus Christ.

In this issue of « Signs of 
God », and in the other issues 
of this coming year, we would 
like to underline this aspect of 
the holiness of Fr. Emmanuel 
d’Alzon : how he lived out his 
faith. In this regard, as for the 
other virtues, he is a model for 
us today. May the Pope’s call 
to deepen our faith lead us as 
well to imitate the faith of Fr. 
d’Alzon. For him faith was in-
separable from truth, charity, 
and obedience.

Fr. Julio Navarro Román, A.A. 
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Our gaze fixed on Jesus Christ
During this time we will need 

to keep our gaze fixed upon Jesus 
Christ, the “pioneer and perfecter 
of our faith” (Heb 12:2): in him, all 
the anguish and all the longing of 
the human heart finds fulfilment. 
The joy of love, the answer to the 
drama of suffering and pain, the 
power of forgiveness in the face of 
an offence received and the victory 
of life over the emptiness of death: 
all this finds fulfilment in the mys-
tery of his Incarnation, in his be-
coming man, in his sharing our hu-
man weakness so as to transform 
it by the power of his resurrection. 
In him who died and rose again for 
our salvation, the examples of faith 
that have marked these two thou-
sand years of our salvation histo-
ry are brought into the fullness of 
light.

Mary’s faith
By faith, Mary accepted the An-

gel’s word and believed the mes-
sage that she was to become the 
Mother of God in the obedience of 
her devotion (cf. Lk 1:38). Visit-
ing Elizabeth, she raised her hymn 
of praise to the Most High for the 
marvels he worked in those who 
trust him (cf. Lk 1:46-55). With 
joy and trepidation she gave birth 
to her only son, keeping her vir-
ginity intact (cf. Lk 2:6-7). Trust-
ing in Joseph, her husband, she 
took Jesus to Egypt to save him 
from Herod’s persecution (cf. Mt 
2:13-15). With the same faith, she 
followed the Lord in his preach-
ing and remained with him all the 
way to Golgotha (cf. Jn 19:25-27). 
By faith, Mary tasted the fruits of 

Jesus’ resurrection, and treasur-
ing every memory in her heart (cf. 
Lk 2:19, 51), she passed them on 
to the Twelve assembled with her 
in the Upper Room to receive the 
Holy Spirit (cf. Acts 1:14; 2:1-4).

The example of the saints
By faith, the Apostles left ev-

erything to follow their Master 
(cf. Mk 10:28). They believed the 
words with which he proclaimed 
the Kingdom of God present 
and fulfilled in his person (cf. Lk 
11:20). They lived in communion 
of life with Jesus who instructed 
them with his teaching, leaving 
them a new rule of life, by which 
they would be recognized as his 
disciples after his death (cf. Jn 
13:34-35). By faith, they went out 
to the whole world, following the 
command to bring the Gospel to 
all creation (cf. Mk 16:15) and they 
fearlessly proclaimed to all the joy 
of the resurrection, of which they 
were faithful witnesses.

By faith, the disciples formed the 

first community, gathered around 
the teaching of the Apostles, in 
prayer, in celebration of the Eu-
charist, holding their possessions 
in common so as to meet the needs 
of the brethren (cf. Acts 2:42-47).

By faith, the martyrs gave their 
lives, bearing witness to the truth 
of the Gospel that had transformed 
them and made them capable of at-
taining to the greatest gift of love: 
the forgiveness of their persecu-
tors.

By faith, men and women have 
consecrated their lives to Christ, 
leaving all things behind so as to 
live obedience, poverty and chasti-
ty with Gospel simplicity, concrete 
signs of waiting for the Lord who 
comes without delay.

The faith of numerous Chris-
tians
By faith, countless Christians 

have promoted action for justice 
so as to put into practice the word 
of the Lord, who came to proclaim 
deliverance from oppression and a 

«The Door of Faith»
Pope Benedict XVI invited us to celebrate and to live a special year, that he called 

« a year of faith ». Here are a few of his reflections and recommendations
(Apostolic Exhortation, « Porta fidei », October 11, 2011, # 13)
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year of favour for all (cf. Lk 4:18-
19).

By faith, across the centuries, 
men and women of all ages, whose 
names are written in the Book of 
Life (cf. Rev 7:9, 13:8), have con-
fessed the beauty of following the 
Lord Jesus wherever they were 
called to bear witness to the fact 
that they were Christian: in the 
family, in the workplace, in public 
life, in the exercise of the charisms 
and ministries to which they were 
called.

By faith, we too live: by the liv-
ing recognition of the Lord Jesus, 
present in our lives and in our his-
tory.

Fr. d’Alzon’s faith 

Faith is a virtue by which I be-
lieve all the truths that the Church 
proposes for my belief, because 
God, the infallible Truth, has re-
vealed them. 

Mary, model for our faith
Jesus, being God, is the ori-

gin and culmination of all faith; 
as such he cannot be the model 
of my life of faith. It is to Mary, 
who at the Annunciation made 
the most sublime act of faith 
of which a creature is capable, 
that I must look as an exemplar 
of this virtue. By her faith, she 
merited to become the Mother 
of God when she offered her 
wholehearted co-operation in the 
mystery of the Incarnation. Faith 
can accomplish a similar mystery 
within me.

Am I a man, a woman, of 
faith?
For, is not divine Truth the 

object of my faith? And is it not 
through the enlightenment given 
me by Jesus Christ, the eternal 
Word and infinite Truth, that I 

believe? ... By faith, I attract 

Jesus into my heart, where He 
begins to live in me.

How intense and vigorous is 
my belief? … Do I realize my 
good fortune 

in being Christian and Catho-
lic?… Am I sufficiently grateful 
to God for making me a child of 
His Church? … 

To see things as God sees 
them
The primary effect of faith is 

to open up to me the supernatural 
order, and to enable me to enter 
into it, if I so desire. Faith shows 
me how God Himself sees and 
evaluates things, at least in so far 
as they have a direct bearing on 
my salvation. Is my sense of val-
ues the same as God’s? 

In the end, would I be ready, 
like the martyrs, to shed my 
blood rather than renounce my 
faith in Christ and His Church? 
Indeed, on occasion, even within 
my own religious family, have I 
not been ashamed of some action 
that showed my desire to live by 
faith, because I feared to be ridi-
culed? (Directory, II, 1).

Secretariates to promote 
the  Cause of Fr. d’Alzon

On January 28, 2013, the bishop 
of Nîmes, Most Rev. Robert Wat-
tebled, created a diocesan secre-
tariate « to promote the cause of 
the beatification and canoniza-
tion of Venerable Fr. Emmanuel 
d’Alzon ». The members of the 
secretariate are: Fr. Bernard Fou-
gères, episcopal vicar, Fr. Christian 
Salendres, pastor of the parish in 
Le Vigan, Sr. Claire Rabitz, Oblate 
of the Assumption, and Fr. Michel 
Carrière, A.A.

On December 20, 2012, Fr. Julio 
Navarro Román, A.A., Postula-
tor general, appointed secreta-
riates in Brussels (two Assumptio-
nists, two Oblates of the Assump-
tion and three lay partners), in 
Buenos Aires (an Assumptionist 
and four lay partners) and in Ro-
mania (three Assumptionists and 
three Oblates of the Assumption). 

Bogotá, November 21, 2012, profession of lay Assumptionists
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Witness
As an Assumptionist family, we are currently facing a 

lot of challenges with regard to humanity, society, young 
people, vocations, and mission. May the spirit of our 
founder rouse us to become bolder and more innovative 
in proclaiming the Kingdom of God in everything that we 
do. As a community, we are getting ready to celebrate the 
death and rebirth of Fr. d’Alzon, together with our brothers 
and sisters of the lay-religious Alliance as well as young 
people in vocational discernment. 

It is a great joy for us to be able to count on the presence 
of each one of them. It encourages us to to follow in Fr. 
d’Alzon’s footsteps. Here in Ecuador our religious family 
will be praying in a special way for our brothers held cap-
tive in the Congo.

« A noon, » the Ephémérides read, « our beloved Father 
and Founder fell asleep, in peace and in holiness, in the 
Lord, and he left us in order to go to heaven and take the 
place that his holiness had merited, like all those who live 
a long and holy life. » 

May our Venerable Father intercede on behalf of each 
one of our intentions, and from heaven may be obtain for 
us the grace to remain always attentive to the needs of the 
men and women of our time.

                
Fraternally in the Assumption,
The Assumptionist Community of Riobamba.

Favors and graces received
I attended the celebrations for the bicenten-

nial of Fr. Emmanuel d’Alzon’s birth, in the par-
ish of Le Vigan, on August 30, 2010. Since then, 
I have been praying to Fr. d’Alzon that he might 
obtain for me and my family several graces : 
the recovery of my health after undergoing an 
operation on my spinal column, adequate care 
for my handicapped daughter (24 years old), a 
solution for the administrative troubles I’m hav-
ing at work (social worker). « I have surrendered 
myself into Fr. d’Alzon’s hands. I can bear wit-
ness today to the fact that little by little I have 
obtained the favors I requested ». (Ghislaine, Le 
Vigan, France, November 2012).

Fr. d’Alzon worked a little miracle on my be-
half yesterday. There is a photo of Father on my 
night-table and I look at it when I get up and go 
to bed. Yesterday morning, my husband (78 years 
old) couldn’t get out of bed : he just didn’t have 
the strength ! My own efforts to help him were 
in vain… I started to cry and asked Fr. d’Alzon 
to come to my aid. At that very moment, some-
one rang the doorbell ; it was a neighbor who 
thought we might be having problems… (Mrs. 
Agnès, Saint Germain en Laye, France). 

At the Lourdes shrine here in Buenos Aires I 
picked up a photo of Fr. Emmanuel d’Alzon… I 
was having some difficult moments because of my 
wife’s illness. We have been married for 56 years. 
In my despair, I grabbed the image and I asked 
Father to give me strength… Within minutes ev-
erything went back to normal. Since that day, 
right up till now, I continue to give him thanks 
and I will continue to do so every night, until the 
beatification of Venerable Fr. Emmanuel d’Alzon 
becomes a reality. (Sebastián Roberto, San Mar-
tín, Province of Buenos Aires,Argentina).

I pray a lot and every morning I read the prayer 
to our holy Fr. d’Alzon. (R., Lourdes, France).   

Riobamba: young people and children of parishes run by the 
Assumptionists (taken at the time of Fr. General’s visit in March 2013)
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