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Dear Baby Jesus; 
 

I thank you so much for coming into my life.  I am thankful that I 
will be full of joy, because of your birth.  I have prepared a 
warm manger for you in the depths of my heart.  You are my 
whole life.  Please continue to be with me, throughout the rest 
of my journey. 
 Baby Jesus, I love you! 
 
 (A prayer from Chinese Seminarian Joseph – Martin Yen) 
 

 

 

 

 

No 20 | DECEMBER 2011 

 
The Philippines – it is well known 
– is a country of festivities.  The 
celebration of Christmas begins in 
September. That is why these 
Chronicles would like to share with 
you our ways of celebrating Jesus’ 
birth.  It is a way to be in 
communion with you these days of 
festivities and of joy. 
 
 
Very cordially yours,       

                

               Bernard Holzer, A.A. 
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Augustinians:  Witnesses of Hope in 
Our World Today APAC workshop in 

Cebu 
(by Frs. Gilles Blouin and  Jean -Marie Chuvi) 

 

The theme of the APAC congress held at the Sto. Niño 

Spirituality Center in Consolation, Cebu city, on 

October 26 – 30, 2011 was chosen to suit the interest 

of vocation promoters and the members of the justice 

and peace commission of the Augustinian family, 

represented by Fr. Jean-Marie Chuvi, AA and Sr. 

Cecile Bayona, AMP who addressed the 29 

participants on “ the Challenges Confronting the 

Augustinian Way of Life Today”.  

 

From the perspective of the 2004 World Congress on 
religious life, the speaker called the participants to be 
sensitive to the global and local situations of social 
inequalities and injustices. In the subsequent 
workshop, the participants discussed the meaning of 
social justice, and they expressed the need to act 
justly even in their own communities, referring 
particularly to the national issues of poverty and RH 
bill. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
An exposure to “Girls’ town” of the Sisters of Mary 
helped the participants to concretely see one way of 
empowering the poor through sponsored education. 
Finally, an all-night youth event gathered 1,500 young 
people at the Basilica of the Santo Nino, culminating in 
a Galilee Mass at 4:00 am. 
 
Bros. Ellis and Jay, Frs. Chuvi and Gilles participated 
at this workshop. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Augustinian Spirituality 
Workshop 

Held last Oct. 22 - 24, 2011 
(by  Fr. Jean-Marie Chuvi) 

 
The workshop on the Augustinian 
spirituality was organized during 
the semester break at Adveniat 
house for all the religious, novices, 
postulants and lay volunteers; 
about thirty participants in all. The 
first day was facilitated by Fr. 
Richard Brunelle, AA, who 
presented to the attendance the 
“Religious Life According to St. 
Augustine”, based on the book by 
Athanase Sage, AA. The speaker 
pointed out many common 
elements between Fr. Emmanuel 
d’Alzon and St. Augustine, namely: 
the spirit of common life, prayer, 
apostolate, unity in the church, 
studies, searching and teaching 
the Lord Jesus Christ. The second 
day was facilitated by Sr. Ma Luz 
Mijares, OSA, on “St. Augustine 
and Justice and Peace”. The 
speaker opened the minds of the 
participants on the reading of St. 
Augustine’s teachings in relation to 
the advocacy for social justice. In 
fact St. Augustine is a thinker who 
defended the rights of the poor and 
the oppressed as he envisioned to 
establish a true peace in his 
writings, especially in his 
masterpiece the City of God! The 
presentation thought threw light on 
the delegation’s involvement 
among the poor in Marytown, Piat, 
etc. The third day was dedicated to 
the integration of the learning with 
the different aspects of our life 
(Prayer, community, formation, 
apostolate), and it helped to 
personalize the knowledge in our 
own situations.  

 
   
 

 

Forum Bayard 
(by Jerome Berson) 

 
On the 8th of November, Christine 
Auberger (Bayard France) and Jean-
François Bouchard (Bayard Canada) 
arrived for the preparation of the 
launching of “Living with Christ” -
Philippine Edition. 
 

 
 
Both Christine and Jean-Francois had a 
full week of meetings to talk to the people 
involved in this project.  Among the 
Assumptionists, these are the ones 
designated to assume the following 
responsibilities:  Ricky is Editor-in-Chief; 
Ellis is Editor; and Blair is Art Director. 
 
All those involved worked hard during this 
week and prior to it to organize a 
workshop with 7 persons (a mixture of 
both lay and religious) to share their 
insights, suggestions and 
recommendations for the project. 
 
Their insights and suggestions would 
prove to be very helpful for the “Living 
with Christ” Team to make the Philippine 
Edition of “Living with Christ” superior 
quality in terms of content, marketing, and 
commercial strategies as it launched in 
the country. 
 
The first issue of “Living with Christ” will 
be out in April 2012.  We look forward to 
it! 
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Fathers Alex and Ricky celebrate Thanksgiving 
Masses 

 (by Bro. Jay Lituañas) 

Members of the Philippine Delegation, Oblates of the Assumption, 
some Religious of the Assumption Sisters, residents of Martin Yen 
House and  our volunteers trooped to the town of Apalit in 
Pampanga last November 13 for the Thanksgiving Mass at 8 in the 
morning of newly-ordained priest Alex Castro.  
 
Father Alex hails from Apalit and is an active member of the Knights 
of Columbus. He presided over the Eucharistic celebration, which 
was held in the town’s Church of Saint Peter, the Apostle, using the 
Eastern rite in th1e Prayers of the Faithful because November 13 
happened to be the Feast of the Bulgarian Assumptionist Martyrs. 
Fr. Bernard gave the homily.  
 

Simple lunch and a program followed 
after the mass. Pampanga Archbishop 
Paciano Aniceto, unable to attend the 
Thanksgiving Mass and Program/lunch 
thereafter, met with Fr. Alex in his 
cousins’ house in Apalit to personally 
congratulate him for his priestly 
ordination. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fr. Alex after his  
Thanksgiving mass at the  

St. Peter’s Church in Pampanga 

Meanwhile, Father Ricky Montañez made his Thanksgiving Mass in 
the chapel of Assumption College in Iloilo City in Central Philippines 
at 10 in the morning of December 4. Ricky hails from Bago City in 
the nearby island of Negros but had his college and post-graduate 
studies in Iloilo City. He worked as an English teacher in 
Assumption College (owned and managed by the Religious of the 
Assumption sisters) for 10 years before joining the Assumptionists. 
 
Some members of the Philippine Delegation, Religious Sisters of 
the Assumption in Iloilo and nearby Antique Province, 
representatives of the Little Sisters of the Assumption and the 
Orantes of the Assumption, Assumption School faculty and staff, 
former students of Father Ricky, friends and benefactors attended 
the celebration. Ricky’s Jesuit spiritual director, Fr. Robert Rivera, 
delivered the homily. A luncheon party, tendered by the Religious of 
the Assumption Sisters, school faculty and staff, benefactors and 
friends of Fr. Ricky, followed the mass. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fr. Ricky celebrated his Thanksgiving mass at the  

Chapel of Assumption College in Iloilo 

Thanksgiving Mass in Antipolo 
(by:  Bro. Floro del Pilar III) 

  
Although set to start at 7:00 pm on December 10, 2011, most of 
the people arrived early. Relatives of Fr. Alex all the way from 
Pampanga were there, workers and parishioners of Antipolo 
Cathedral, sisters from the Religious of the Assumption and of 
course, the AA family from the novitiate and postulancy 
community. 
  
The homily was given by Msgr. Rigo, the parish priest of the 
Cathedral. His message encapsulates the fruitful deaconal 
formation of Fr. Alex in Antipolo, mixed with the inspiring and 
humbling advice of a father to his son. 
  
“Bring people to Christ and not to yourself, that’s how your life 
as a priest should be. Being the first Filipino Assumptionist 
should make you proud, but never allow that to get into your 
head.  
 

Fr. Alex celebrated his Thanksgiving mass at the Antipolo 
Cathedral 
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AMERICAN THANKSGIVING 
IN ANTIPOLO 
(by Bro. Floro del Pilar III) 

 
The traditional thanksgiving was 
celebrated in the Novitiate house last 
Nov. 27, 2011 because of the presence 
of our two American formators Fr. 
Richard Brunelle and Fr. Leo Brassard. It 
was atended by the brothers from the 
three communities, Novitiate, Pavel 
house in Marikina, Galabert house and 
Adveniat community in Katipunan, 

Quezon City. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It started with a vespers at 6:30pm 

followed by a socials wherein Fr. Richard 

told a story behind the traditional 

thanksgiving with the presence of our lay 

volunteers from France and from UK and 

States.  Frs Richard and Leo prepared 

the dishes most specially the turkey. 

 
 

20th Anniversary of our presence in South Korea 
(by Fr. Bernard Holzer) 

 
On 17 December 2001, the three Assumptionist 
founding members arrived in Seoul: Frs. Frans 
Desmet (Belgium), Leo Brassard (USA) and 
Thierry Cocquerez (France).  Later Thierry was 
called back to France because of health 
problems.  After 18 years of presence, Leo was 
transferred to the Philippines.  Frans is the 
lonely founding pillar left. 

 
 
After 20 years of hard work and trust in the 
future, a young community is taking roots in 
Gwangju, in the South of the country: Frs. Frans 
Desmet, Joseph Baik Hô, newly appointed 
Superior of the community, Paul Tran Minh Hai 
(Vietnam) and Bros. Vianney Kim Myong-Ho 
and Christopher Jeong. 
 
 

 
 

Our best wishes to them: Thy Kingdom Come! Thank you, brothers, for your witness. 

 

6th Manila Cathedral-Basilica (MCB) Pipe Organ Gala Concert 
(by  Bro. Darwin Anolin) 

 
Last Nov. 29, 2011, some brothers from Adveniat, the 
volunteers, and the Martin Yen Community, attended 
6th Manila Cathedral-Basilica (MCB) Pipe Organ 
Concert. The said concert marks the 30 years of 
Manila Cathedral as a minor basilica dedicated to the 
Immaculate Conception.  

 
The concert featured liturgical compositions from great western classical music masters 
such as Beethoven, Mozart and Chopin.  The concert also welcomed Bishop Chito 
Tagle, the new Archbishop of Manila, while bidding goodbye and paying tribute to Cardinal 
Rosales, who has retired. New compositions by Ferdinand Bautista – the choir 
master, were launched during the event such as Wedding Mass Songs and new Christmas 
songs. 
 

Frs. Frans Desmet, Leo Brassard and Thierry Cocquerez 

Fr. Paul Hai, Br Vianney Kim, Frs. Benoît Gschwind (Provincial of 
France), Joseph Baik, Frans Desmet and Bro. Christopher Jeong 
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Philippine Delegation marks 
 d’Alzon Day 

(by  Bros Jay Lituañas / Davy Sagun & Rex Navarro) 

 
The 3 communities of 
the Philippine 
Delegation decided to 
mark the 131st death 
anniversary of 
Venerable Emmanuel 
d’Alzon last November 
21 separately. 
 
For its part, the Adveniat Community consisting 
of 2 houses, Adveniat and Galabert, celebrated 
the occasion with a Eucharistic Celebration in 
the evening of November 21 at the chapel of 
Adveniat House. Fr. Gilles Blouin presided over 
the mass and spoke about Venerable d’Alzon in 
his homily. Dinner followed the mass. 
Volunteers and staff working with the 
Assumptionists in Manila, Oblates of the 
Assumption and residents of Martin Yen House 
joined the brothers/priests in the said 
celebration. 
 
In Marikina City, where the Postulancy (Pavel 
House) is located, the said celebration was 
held with a Eucharistic celebration presided by 
Rev. Fr. Jean-Marie Chuvi, which he quoted 
the words of Fr. Emmanuel d’Alzon about his 
final reminder for all his religious to be good 
religious. Stressing on the community life, the 
Pavel community prepared a festive meal and 
socials followed after which the brothers and 
fathers shared some insights about living in a 
community and some insights from the writings 
of Fr. D’Alzon. 
Meanwhile, at the Novitiate (D’Alzon 
community in Antipolo), there was a simple 
celebration that started with the Holy Eucharist 
in the morning. The highlight of the celebration 
was in the evening with some invited Religious 
of the Assumption sisters from their Antipolo 
community to be with us during vespers 
followed by the socials. It was an occasion to 
view the ordination pictures of Frs. Ricky and 
Alex. 
 
 
 

 

The Feast of Fr. d’Alzon in the USA 
(by  Fr. Bernard Holzer) 

 

On Monday November 20, after a whole day of meeting with the Provincial Council, all 
religious and lay collaborators were invited to the launching of a book about education 
according to Fr.d’Alzon: “Teaching after Emmanuel d’Alzon”, essays on education today, 
published by Bayard USA.  The co-authors are teachers at Assumption College in 
Worcester. 
 
The celebration went on with a concelebrated Eucharist in the chapel of the College 
which was presided by Fr. Dinh Vo Tran Gia (ordained earlier this year) and assisted by 
our two newly ordained Filipino priests, Ricky and Alex.  They shared the homily giving a 
witnessing about their discoveries since they joined Assumption.  The evening came to a 
close after an “anticipated” Thanksgiving dinner. 
 

Plenary Provincial Council of the North American – Philippines 
Province 

(by Fr. Bernard Holzer) 
 

On November 22-23, Frs. Bernard, Ricky and Alex took part in the Plenary Council of 
the Province in Worcester (Massachusetts).  Each on the four Delegate of the 
Provincial (Canada, USA, Mexico and the Philippines) presented the state of their 
constituency.  The 14 members of the Council then proceeded with a lengthy agenda: 
budgets, statutes, fund raising offices, formation for religious and lay, apostolic 
priorities and commitments, lay-religious alliance, youth and vocations ministry, 
opening of a new novitiate in the USA. 
 

French parish 
(by Fr.  Bernard Holzer) 

 
The French speaking parish of Manila is well preparing for the Christmas celebration.  
On Thursday December 8, there was a lecture given by Fr. Bernard on “Mystery and 
scandal of Christmas”.  The mystery of the incarnation brings newness in the way we 
relate to God, to society and to neighbours; it is also a cause of scandal for people 
nowadays.  His references were the Bible, the tradition, the icons, the hymns and 
modern witnesses.  A time for sharing among the participants enriched the whole 
evening. 
 
There will be a “live” Nativity with the children of 

the parish during the Christmas Mass on 

December 24. On January 8, there will be the 

celebration of the Epiphany and its traditional 

Kings’ cake. 

 

Fr. Emmanuel d’ Alzon 

Frs. Gilles Blouin and Bernard Holzer 

with First Communion 
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New Provincial Meets with 
the Philippine Delegation 

(by Bro. Jay Lituañas) 
 

Arriving early in the morning of 
November 5, Fr. Miguel Diaz Ayllon, 
newly-appointed Provincial of the 
North American-Mexico-Philippine 
Province, lost no time in meeting 
with members of the Philippine 
Delegation. In some instances, he 
met with them individually and in 
other instances, he met with them as 
a group. 
 
Upon his arrival, Fr. Miguel stayed 
for a few days in the Novitiate 
community in Antipolo City. 
Thereafter, he moved to Adveniat 
House in Quezon City where an 
Assembly of the Religious was held 
on November 7. During the said 
Assembly, Fr. Miguel updated the 
brothers/priests on the thrusts of the 
Province and some organizational 
changes. He heard the concerns 
raised by the assembly and 
fraternally discussed with brothers 
possible ways to address them. 
 
During the priestly ordination of 
Fathers Ricky Montañez and Alex 
Castro last November 12, he 
presented the candidates for 
ordination. On the following day, he 
went with the Delegation to 

Pampanga (a province north of 
Manila) for the thanksgiving mass 
of Father Alex.  
 
He spent some time with the 
postulants in Marikina City from 
November 15 to 16, and he flew 
back to the United States of America 
on November 17. 
 

Grand Marian Procession 
(by Bro. Darwin Anolin) 

 
Last Dec. 04, 2011, the yearly Grand 
Marian procession in Intramuros was 
marred by rains. Rains fell on people 
setting up the “carrozas” inside Fort 
Santiago. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

But this did not stop Devotees who had 
brought their images as far as Isabela and 
Piat. They came along with improvised 
tarpaulins to cover the sacred images. 
This also did not stop the people to attend 
the celebration along with their families 
and friends. Beautiful flower decorations 
highlighted each carrozas along with 
some dance choreography from each 
delegation. The dance, accompanied by 
signing and playing of a band portrays a 
distinct character of the joyful devotion 
each place gives to the blessed Mother. 
Personally, amidst the pomes and 
pageantry of the event, I saw how people 
show their distinct devotion to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, particularly how an old 
woman from Paete, Laguna comes along 
in the procession with a small image of the 
Our Lady of Turumaba. All in all, there 
were at least 80 images. The last image 
was the Immaculate Conception of Manila 
Metropolitan Cathedral, the Principal 
Patroness of the Philippines. 
 

 

Fr. Paul Van Dong, AA: A seed that 
was sown, and bore much fruit 

(by Fr. Alex Castro) 

Fr. Paul Dong, a young 
Master of Novices in 
Vietnam, died of a tragic 
motorcycle accident which 
shocked the communities in 
Vietnam. He was loved by 
the people he worked with 
especially in the novitiate.  
 
His death was really a loss to the young foundation 
of Assumptionist presence in Vietnam.  He was one 
of the pioneers of the Vietnamese foundation and 
formator for the young brothers. 
 
I represented the Province of North America and the 
Philippines during the funeral. The whole ceremony 
was a moving experience. It was an expression of 
faith. It was an expression of love. It was an 
outpouring of sympathy to a well-loved priest. Those 
people present, either religious or villagers, 
expressing openly their emotions as if they lost their 
own son, were manifestations of the love, care and 
concern given by Fr. Paul, and by his community.  
 
Indeed, the Assumptionist presence in Vietnam is 
growing and developing; and Fr. Paul’s death 
unfortunate as it was striking mark of expression of 
how the Assumptionists are accepted, loved and 
recognized by the communities where they are 
planted. Indeed, Fr. Paul is the first fruit of the seeds 
that were sown in Vietnam, and those plants are 
continuously growing bigger and stronger. 
 
Rest in peace Fr. Paul, your brothers in Vietnam will 
gather the harvest you started planting. 
 

Fr. Paul Van Dong † 
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Advent recollection with Bishop Chito Tagle 
(by Fr. Bernard Holzer) 

 

On Saturday December 17, Frs. Bernard, Gilles and Léo, Bros. Ed and John Ray were present at the Advent 
recollection with Bishop Chito Tagle as facilitator, the new archbishop of Manila.  In the church of the Gesu at the 
Ateneo the Manila campus, he focused on the conversion we have to experience for things to become new in our 
lives, in our Church, in our society.  He commented on the Book of Revelation 21, the letter of Paul to the Romans 5 
and the characters of Advent and Christmas: Mary, Joseph, John the Baptist, Simeon, the shepherds, the magi… 
who all accepted that Jesus would change something in their lives.  Will we be able to do the same?  Will we be 
able to follow him rather than the old Adam? 

 

New Manila 
Archbishop 

 

Most Reverend Luis 
Antonio G. Tagle was 
appointed by Pope 
Benedict XVI as the 32nd 
Archbishop of Manila, 
succeeding Gaudencio B. 
Cardinal Rosales, 
Archbishop of Manila, who 
retired on his 79th Birth 
Anniversary on August 10, 
2011.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Prior to his appointment, 
Reverend Tagle was the 
Bishop of Imus, Cavite, 
and Chairman of the 
Commission on Doctrine 
of the Faith of the Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference of 
the Philippines (CBCP). 
 

Installation of the New Archbishop of Manila 
(by Fr. Bernard Holzer) 

 
 
 
On Monday December 12, on the feast 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Frs. Bernard, 
Gilles and Ricky were present at the 
celebration of the inauguration of the 
ministry of the newly appointed 
archbishop of Manila, Luis Antonio 
Tagle, a friend of the Assumption family.   
 
 
 
In a cathedral full to capacity, the three hour long celebration was at the same time simple and solemn;  
Tagle became emotional when thanking his former diocese of Imus and when speaking about the many 
things he has learned from the poor.  Expectations are high in the Church, particularly in regards to the 
many political issues confronting the country (see our Press Review) and a more efficient solidarity with 
the poor 

Most Reverend Luis Antonio G. Tagle 
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Christmas with the Family 
(by Bro.  Cris Quiñal) 

 
Christmas is the season of spreading good cheer, of spending time with the family and of 
sharing, caring, and giving. With this reason, the 1st Marytown-Assumption Christmas party is a 
celebration with the whole family. The theme of the celebration is “Kaloob ng Pasko, Pamilyang 
Buo” (The gift of Christmas is a complete family). The theme speaks not only about the 
celebration but also the whole works in Marytown which is building a community and it should 
start in the family. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was simple but a happy celebration. It was not possible without the cooperation of everybody; the tireless works of the Brothers in the 

planning and preparation with the support of the whole congregation, the decoration and physical arrangement done by the youth, and the 

food prepared by the Nanays. We thank also the LGU of Barangay Loyola Heights with their officers for allowing us to use the covered 

court. It was a family celebration ended. We thank the Lord for all his blessings and the gift of family. 

It was a fine evening of December 9 that we had the 1st Marytown-Assumption Christmas party. It started with a mass presided by Fr. 
Ricky Montanez. In his homily, Fr. Ricky talked about our attitudes toward God. We always forget God and the things he has done for us. 
He is always reaching out for us but we turn our back to Him. As what the Gospel says “We played the flute for you, but you did not dance, 
we sang a dirge but you did not mourn.”(Matthew 11:17) 
 

After the mass, the program followed. It was facilitated by the two energetic emcees Br. Ellis Luciano and MJ “Wangwang” Tuazon. There 

are different games for the whole family. The youth played a physically challenging game using their youthful energies. There is also 

dance showdown of the kids, youths, and nanays with the tune of “Teach me how to Doggy,” and everybody knows how to doggy. There 

are different presentations; two cute dance number from the kids, a rap Christmas song and a dance number by the youth, and the well 

applauded dance number of the women. There is also raffle draws, with prices given by the benefactors. 

 

Christmas with the Street Children 
(by Bro.  Darwin Anolin) 

 
 

 

 

The evening of December 15, 2011 the street children of Balintawak Area gathered together for 

a small Christmas party at Ron’s Inasal at Monumento, Caloocan City. Through the efforts of the 

street educators assigned in the area, we were able to solicit and come up with some gifts and 

prizes for the said children. There were parlor games facilitated to set the mood for the party.  

 

 

 

The highlight of the party is the exchange gift after a sumptuous dinner enjoyed by everybody. 

Everybody was able to have a gift. And before going back to the area, I shared to the kinds that 

no matter what kind of gifts they receive, what matters is that we share.  And that’s what 

Christmas is all about.  Sharing and making other people happy, making Jesus happy as well. 

 
Bro.  Darwin with the Street Children during 

Christmas gift-giving 

Nanay’s with their children during 

Marytown Christmas party 
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Christmas party, Pavel 
(by Bro.  Renju Paul) 

 

On December 10, Pavel 
community began the Christmas 
party with a prayer service lead by 
Fr. Alex where everyone was 
asked to choose a character from 
the crib that inspires our lives and 
to share their insights with 
everyone. Soon after the prayers 
the community gathered together 
for the socials and exchange of 
gifts, where everyone shared their 
experiences about Christmas. 
From there we headed to our 
refectory for our sumptuous lunch 
prepared by Fr. Alex and Br. 
Floro. Adding flavor to the 
celebration, we had some 
community sharing which brought 
colorful memories to everyone. 
The Filipino brothers left for their 
family visit the very next day. 
 

“Green Christmas sa Pinas”-Delegation Christmas party 
(by Bro.  Renju Paul) 

 
This year we had a “Green” Christmas not only because it is green in the Philippines the whole year-
round but because we wanted to “go green” as in eco-friendly, this year. The celebration started with 
vespers and followed by the gathering in the barbecue area. Adding color to our internationality and 
our close association to lay people, there were the presence of our lay friends, Martin Yen residents 
(Chinese, Vietnamese and Korean nationalities), our teaching and working staffs, our volunteers 
(from Belgium, France, England and America), oblate sisters, some friends from other religious 
congregations and above all, the members from our four houses. It was a celebration represented by 
people from 4 different continents. Everyone wore something green aside from their minds. We had 
some native dishes for our Christmas party so as to get in close touch with the people here in 
Philippines.  Soon after the dinner we gathered together for the exchange of gifts with our chosen 
Christmas friends. Then we had presentations and programs from different groups starting from the 
so called “elderly group” which constitutes of Frs. Bernard and Gilles, Br Ed and Jerome our 
volunteer from France.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

They presented a native dance – the “coconut dance”- item which brought lot of applause and 
appreciation from the whole community. Followed by that was the presentations of Pavel community, 
D’Alzon novitiate community, Chinese residents, Vietnamese residents, our volunteers, our staff, and 
the oblate sisters. Everyone was in high five mode as we were moving from one program to another 
and it was festive mood everywhere, surrounded by full of laughter’s and cheers. It was truly inspiring 
and refreshing to see the dream of our founder being flourished here in Philippines because of the joy 
and sharing that was in the atmosphere. After all, that is the real spirit of Christmas. The celebrations 
ended with a note proclaiming the importance of sharing and love not by words but by our very actions. 
Everyone who attended the celebrations left the place with a heart full of joy and sweet memories. 

 Martin Yen Residents 

Teachers from ALC  Oblate Sisters Martin Yen Residents Volunteers 

Jerome, Frs. Bernard and Gilles, Bro. Ed Fr. Chuvi and Bro. Sagar Fr. Joseph,  Br o. Rex, Fr. Leo and Bro.  John Ray 
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Thank you to help us to help! 
 

Please send your donations to : 
 

In the Philippines (Php): 

 

Account Name:  Assumptionist Philippine Delegation 

Account No.       3081-1158-92 

Bank Name:       Bank of the Philippine Islands 

Branch:               Loyola-Katipunan Branch – Quezon City 
 

In the States (US$): 

 

Augustinians of the Assumption, Philippines 

330 Market Street – BRIGHTON, MA 

02135 – U.S.A. 

In Canada (Canadian $): 

 

Montmartre Canadien, Philippines 

1679, Chemin Saint-Louis 

QUEBEC G15 1G5 - Canada 

 
Telephone Number: +632 929 0373 

Email: assumptionist.philippines@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:assumptionist.philippines@gmail.com


 

CHRONICLES FROM MANILA | DECEMBER 2011 | PAGE 11 

 

PRESS REVIEW 
(by Fr. Bernard Holzer) 

Political controversies and confusion 
 

Since mid-November, the front pages of the newspapers stress on the 
controversy of the arrest of the former President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo, 
accused of electoral fraud with the possibility of life sentence.  She had been 
admitted to the hospital for a rare spinal virus; she has been transferred to a 
military hospital, heavily guarded, in preventive detention.  She was refused 
permission to leave the country for treatment abroad. 
 
At the beginning of December, the political environment worsened as Chief 
Justice Renato Corona was impeached and will have to appear in front of the 
Senate for his trial.  He had been appointed by the former President a few days 
before she left office. He is accused of corruption, violation of the Constitution 
and break of public trust.  There could be a six month long trial. 

 
These controversies with many possible traps will be highly divisive in the country and will certainly not serve the cause of the poor. 
 
 

More violence in Mindanao 
 
On 27 November 2001, in 
Zamboanga City, a bomb went 
off during a wedding, killing 3 
and wounding 27.  The police 
suspect the Abu Sayyaf 
insurgents.  Another bomb was 
due to explode in Isabela 
(Basiland) but, fortunately 
enough, was defused on time. 
 
 
 
Christmas truce 
 
On December 15, on the eve of 
the first Sibang Gabi mass 
(novena masses in honour of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary), 
President Aquino announced 
that he had reached a truce of 
18 days with the New People 
Army affiliated with the 
communist party. 
 
 

BREAKING NEWS 
 
Devastating typhoon in Cagayan de Oro and Iligan 
 
Typhoon “Sendong” broke through during 
the night on Cagayan de Oro City and 
Iligan (North of Mindanao), an unusual 
route for the 20 typhoons or so to hit the 
Philippines yearly.  The tool of victims who 
perished has risen to more than 500 to 
this day (December 18) and more people 
are missing. Most of them died while 
sleeping, buried under heavy rain and 
mud.  It is the worse catastrophe in the 
South for decades.  
 

Pres. Aquino and Chief Justice Corona 


