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“Men of communion”
The second “orientation” of the Chapter of 2005 

remains a fundamental option that has been difficult to actualize.

examining our apostolic life, from 
accepting brothers respectful of their 
origins, from staying informed on 
Assumptionst realities throughout the 
world, and all the initiatives that bring 
religious to meet and collaborate on 
all horizons and in all sensibilities.
 
- For fraternal life
No one at Assumption doubts that the 
common life is “THE” place par ex-
cellence where we live in Commun-
ion.  Just as faith is a gift from God, 
so too is Communion.  It remains 
a task.  It is possible only with the 
help of prayer.  And, from now on, 
it makes little sense without growing 
communion with the laity.
How to get there?  The discussions 
at the Chapter have mentioned in 
particular a greater openness to all, 
especially to lay people, as well as a 
prophetic involvement of the com-
munity in a particular area of conflict 
where we can bear witness that recon-
ciliation is always possible..
 
- For the mission
Following Fr. d’Alzon, serving the 

unity of the Church must be an obses-
sion for all Assumptionists.  This is 
shown by a strong attachment to ecu-
menism, that needs to be strengthened 
in the Near Eastern Mission.  But this 
is true for all situations of discord in 
our societies and in the world.  And 
this is true even in our relation with 
the entire cosmos, by working for the 
preservation of creation.
The Assumption’s mission of com-
munion can also discover new 
avenues.  The Chapter evoked, for 
example:  respect for the environ-
ment by our personal and community 
behavior,
involvement of our parishes, schools 
and media centers in the service of 
communion in all its forms; favoring 
interconfessional and interreligious 
gatherings; greater collaboration 
within the Assumption family, with 
the female congregations as well as 
with the lay people of the Alliance, 
at the service of the mission;  mak-
ing our Center in Bucharest a way of  
serving the Congregation in its desire 
to make the religious more attentive 
to the cause of Christian Unity. 

When, as the Chapter has been doing for 
the past two weeks, we examine the reali-
ties of the Church and the world - but first 
those of the Assumption - we are struck 
by the discovery that one of the recurring 
evils is lack of communion.  Men and 
countries tear each other apart.  Believers 
are in conflict.  Christians remain di-
vided... Even our Congregation is having 
trouble agreeing on models of organiza-
tion!
But as we have seen constantly from the 
beginning of the Chapter, one of the key 
words of this Chapter is the “Logic of 
communion” - perhaps including first of 
all, in the redefining of its structures.  As 
we wait for the document to be officially 
adopted , here are the main thrusts  the 
reflection of the Chapter has taken on this 
topic which is truly “fundamental”;  As 
has often been mentioned, the model for 
our communion finds it’s source and dy-
namism in the Trinitarian Communion.
Just as the other two topics, the one on 
faith (see yesterday’s editorial) and the 
one on solidarity (see tomorrow’s edito-
rial), this is structured according to the 
three dimensions of our community life.
 
- For personal life
How to be an instrument of unity, if we 
are not first unified human beings - and 
religious?  The unity of each person is not 
only a condition but also a rich source of 
unity among men.  It supposes profound 
work on the human and spiritual level: a 
daily conversion.
Among the means to attain it, the Chapter 
proposes above all, the Eucharist, “source 
and summit of our communion”.  Com-
munion also derives from a constant 
awareness to daily life, from sharing and 



My Voice at 
the Chapter

As I listen to the Chapter discussions, I become 
aware that the Augustinians of the Assumption 
are really men of their time.  Following their 
founder, Fr. d’Alzon, they want to attempt a new 
way of proposing the faith to their contemporaries 
by studying very carefully the situation of the 
world today, characterized  by secularisation, 
indifference, a new world ethic, poverty, wars, 
consumerism, natural disasters, ecological problems, the �inancial 
crisis, incurable diseases, religiosity, illiteracy.
As Fr. d’Alzon in his time, they refuse to be overly impressed by 
the challenges of the moment, whatever may be their diversity.  
Solidarity with the poor obliges us more than ever.  And, above all, let 
us remember that “our life is worth what it is for others”.  
Strong with these convictions, the Assumptionists are ready to go out 
to meet their brothers and sisters to proclaim that, despite everything, 
there are still a thousand reasons to hope for life.  But they do not 
want to be naive.  They know that “Empty stomach has no ears”, any 
more that does “slapped face”.
This being the case,  a new language of compassion with those who 
have “closed faces” is necessary.  The holding of this Chapter is 
thus for the members, the “kairos” for the “aggiornamento” of the 
Assumptionist apostolate in the world.  New strategies and attitudes 
are being adopted to answer more effectively the expectations of our 
societies.  May God, the Master of the harvest, help us.
 
Fr. Vincent Kambere (Provincial of Africa)

God offers our Chapter 
a full basket of the 
fruits of his Spirit.  He 
invites us to pick these 
ripe fruits like manna 

by surrendering to the tenuous but real 
energy of the Spirit of God within us.

We are living a moment of refounding.  We 
are conscious and have become sensitive 
to the complexity of the signs of the times 
which we discern.  Shall we lower our arms 
or roll up our sleeves?   I expect that our 
new community organization will promote 
communion in the mission: united, we raise 
the signs of the Kingdom which is coming.  
We walk with our lay friends as beggars for 
a new experience of the world and of God.

We surrender our human, spiritual and 
economic poverties.  I expect the statistics 
and numbers (our ageing, lack of vocations, 
etc.) not to become the new bricks of our 
religious works.  In our exchanges, I see 
emerging an attitude of companionship 
which already bursts our borders.  I expect 
it to help us confront the new challenges: 
the exclusion of our neighbor, the cross-
breeding of our houses, the dialogue 
between men of faith.  Do our legitimate 
differences have a sense of communion?

We receive the existence of God like a call 
to openness, a provocation to change, the 
experience of trust.  Does our God always 
make us budge, dream?  I expect our 
fraternal faith to trace a new way of life as 
we follow Fr. d’Alzon.  Only the next step 
counts.

Fr. Sylvain Gasser 
(Vicar provincial, France)

Communion… Without a doubt, this is the key 
word of this Chapter.  It will also be the watchword 
and the key to its just application.  “This is not au-
tomatic”, as was said in a re�lection group.  “Am I 
a man of communion?”, as stated in a document.  
The new community organization, decided by this 
Chapter, has the objective to “strengthen a logic of 
communion and of interdependence”.

Whether at the level of the person, of the community, of the Congre-
gation or of the mission, we are called to demonstrate “a way of living 
together which comes from God”.  Yes, communion is realized only if 
our glance and our heart are turned towards God and towards Jesus 
who washed his disciples’ feet.  And thus it only becomes true and 
concrete if I dare to give attention to the poverty that not only sur-
rounds me but is also mine.  For to realize communion is to propose 
to assemble poor persons who accept to mutually support and to love 
one another.   That’s true wealth.

The three orientations – Faith, communion, solidarity -- hold togeth-
er like the arches of a bridge.  The Assumption thus de�ined, thus un-
derstood, reveals itself in its beauty, in its simplicity and in its reality.  
We believe that it is, for all those who wish to draw inspiration, a way 
to the Kingdom.

Fr. Laurent Bodart (Brussels – Northern Europe)



From our readers

Thanks to the Lord, to Mary and also 
to Fr. d’Alzon.
I am delighted to know that Fr. Benoît 
Grière is the Superior General of the 
Augustinians of the Assumption.  This 
good news of the Assumptionist. I 
pray for you all.
Antoine Chu Ba Thuc (Vietnam)

I am delighted with the elections of the 
new members of the Ordinary General 
Council.  I congratulate all of them 
for having accepted the charge from 
the Congregation and I promise my 
support.  But I do not yet understand 
some of the attributions given to the 

Superior General, such as making the 
�irst apostolic appointment.  Perhaps 
I will understand better when I read 
the new supplement to the Capitular 
Rules.  I am anxious to see them 
published.  That’s why I pray that in 
the two (sic) weeks that are left you 
will �inish quickly and produce the 
new orientations without delay.
Paulin K. Yakuno-Wa-Korongo, aa 
(Butembo-Africa)
 
I am writing to encourage you to 
pursue the immense work you are 
doing every day during this General 
Chapter.  Congratulations to our new 

Superior General, Fr. Benoît Grière, 
and the new Team.  I know that the 
work is immense.  For me, one of the 
great missions of the new team will be 
to animate the Congregation in view 
of a greater awareness of belonging to 
the same body:  Balance between the 
North and the South, internationality 
and restructuring.  Thank you and 
have courage.
Joseph Mbusa Katusi, aa 
(Bulengera - Africa)
 
Reading the “Diary of the Chapter” 
every day, I have the impression that 
it is men of Faith united to complete 
the 32nd Chapter.  In any event, 
the choices made in 2005 are still 
valid.  Here in Istanbul, we sincerely 
congratulate Revd Benoît Grière and 
the General Curia.  We continue to 
carry you in our daily prayer, so that 
the Spirit will guide you in A.R.T.
Sr. Fruges Mpiacka, OA 
(Istanbul, Turkey)
 
We, members of the community 
of Manirisoa, are happy to express 
our happiness after reading the 
eleven �irst numbers of “Diary of the 
Chapter” which was the object of 
our community meeting on May 16, 
2011.

Today’s program…

Apostolic orienta�ons

Morning
Plenary Assembly:

- Discussion: Territorial 
organiza�on (1st  step)

- Fundamental orienta�ons: 
Solidarity (2nd revision)

A�ernoon
Plenary Assembly:

- Territorial organiza�on
 (2nd step)
- Finances 
- Elec�on of the General 

Secretary 



Live the 32nd Chapter as if You Were There
• Visit the Congregation web site with daily updates posted by our webmaster, Fr. Jean Guillaume Kavasa 

Kasoko   www.assumptio.org.
• Subscribe to the Journal du Chapitre, edited daily  by Loredana Giannetti and free on line at the Congregation 

web site  www.assumptio.org.
• React to the work of the Chapter members by contributing to Letters from our Readers on line.  Send your 

messages…brief, please.. to the editor in chief... michel.kubler@gmail.com

We thank Fr. Benoît for accepting the 
service which the Lord has con�ided to 
him in our Congregation.  His election 
is for us a source of joy because we 
know his devotion to the great causes 
of God and of Man.  In fact, from 1995 
to 1999, he worked here among us as 
priest, physician, theology professor, 
director of the Center for nutrition and 
member of the ethical commission 
for the Church in Madagascar.  We are 
praying for him and all his counsellors 
so that, faithful to the orientations 
the Chapter will promulgate, they 
will know how to help the sons and 
daughters of Fr. d’Alzon to always 
deepen their Faith in Christ so as 
to remain at the service of  truth, 
communion and charity everywhere 
in  the world.
To the other members of the Chapter 
and all those who are working behind 
the scenes, we wish good continuation 
under the high patronage of Our Lady 
of the Assumption.
The Community of Manirisoa 
(Madagascar)
 
The election of Fr. Benoît (Benedict) 
under the ponti�icate of Benedict 
(Benoît) XVI may seem for some 
to be sheer luck and for others a 
happy coincidence.  For me, it is a 
sign from heaven.  For those who 
know the history of monasticism 
and reasons why Pope Ratzinger 
placed his ponti�icate under the 
patronage of St. Benedict, will 
understand the meaning of this sign 
as a response Io the great challenges 
of our Congregation, the Church and 
the world today.  So it is for the �irst 

African Vicar General :  Emmanuel 
makes me think of the prophecy 
during the time of King Acaz and of 
Fr. d’Alzon.  Kahindo is the name we 
give to a man or woman who brings 
change and calls for mutual respect 
in a family. Kahugho refers to a world 
where each family must confront the 
hard knocks of life with optimism.  
John reminds of the conversion 

needed to obtain the Kingdom of God 
among us and of the disciple Jesus 
loved.  Franck also reminds me of 
sincerity without which we can never 
speak of real dialogue.  Can anyone 
help me to understand what is hidden 
in the name of Didier or Marcelo?
Gervais Mbafumoja 
(RD-Congo – Madagascar)

Word of the day

«Why gather those who are paralized to 
walk together?»

Comment from Fr. Guy Leroy (North Europe) during the 
discussion on making a single Province of Europe:  “In 

North Europe there are barely five Religious left who can 
still walk...In Spain they are glued to their Parishes...”

From our readers (follow up)


