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« Disciples in the same faith »
After last week’s work on these texts, 

the Chapter will adopt ways to actualize the orientations of 2005

where it finds encouragement.  In union 
with the laity who share our charisma, 
this fraternal life already constitutes an 
original way to announce the faith.  The 
sharing of bread, of the word, of prayer 
and of life are signs of the Kingdom.
It is therefore not surprising that in order 
to live this sharing of faith in community, 
the Chapter insisted on fidelity to com-
munal prayer, the gospel sharing and the 
communal celebration of the Eucharist.  
And two requests were heard: that our 
celebrations be more open to the laity and 
that our parish apostolate be marked by a 
concrete community dimension.

For the mission:
The Chapter discussed at length the no-
tion of a “ministry of conviction”, based 
less on the transmission of content than 
on the individual and communal witness-
ing of the faith as personal relationship to 
Christ, as Benedict XVI so often insists 
upon.  Whether this expression is main-
tained or not, it wants to underline that 
the announcing of the Gospel is part of 
our responsibility and our commitment.

In this regard, different expectations are 
perceived on the continents where the 
Assumption is present.  The exchanges 
in Chapter have surfaced the desire to see 

our ministries change for diverse reasons, 
for example the meeting with persons 
who have distanced themselves from 
the Church and who suffer the effects of 
violence in Latin America; the sufferings 
linked to the ethnic conflicts, to the war 
and to corruption in Africa;  the inter-
religious dialogue or again the extreme 
forms of poverty appearing in the emerg-
ing countries of Asia; the difficulty of 
ecumenical exchanges with the Orthodox 
in the countries of Easter Europe; the 
secularization and religious indifference 
in Europe and in North America.

As for our means of evangelization, 
those which we already practice are thus 
called to go even further.  This is how the 
Chapter has become conscious that the 
announcing of the faith has at times been 
blocked even by Christians (even reli-
gious) who have caused scandals -- like 
corruption, discrimination and the sexual 
abuses – in the face of which our Congre-
gation cannot keep silent.
Thus it is a renewed hope that we want 
to encourage, by denouncing all forms of 
compromise and these injustices but also 
by always finding in a disinterested love 
of neighbor the strongest and best sign of 
our religious identity. 

The title of this page already indicates an 
accent proper to the Chapter of 2011 with 
respect to that of 2005: the first of three 
“fundamental orientations” which is be-
ing up-dated was first called “Men of Faith, 
announcing (or: proposing) the faith”.  This 
time, we are leaning towards “disciples in the 
same faith”.  Without a doubt the celebration 
of the Bicentennial of the birth of Fr. d’Alzon 
has something to do with it: in the footsteps 
of our founder, we should always (re)discover 
ourselves as disciples of Christ.  And disciples 
together, in the faith which we share in com-
mon.

Another clear desire of this 32nd Chapter 
with reference to the preceding Chapter is 
to consider each of these three orientations 
– Faith, Communion, Solidarity with the poor 
– according to the three dimensions of our 
religious life : for the personal life, for the 
fraternal life, for the mission.
As we await the adoption of the correspond-
ing documents, here already are a few major 
features.

For the personal life:
Everything begins, surely, with faith.  In 
their reflection, the Chapter members have 
insisted on the personal response which this 
gift of God must evoke, and on the need to 
embody it.  This is all the more the case in a 
world seeking its bearings and in the midst 
of which a religious life rooted in Christ is a 
source of encouragement for persons, but also 
a challenge to established ways.  Among the 
means to prioritize, the Chapter discussions 
underlined personal and liturgical prayer, the 
review of life, spiritual accompaniment and 
the regular reception of the sacraments, but 
also continuing formation, especially study.

For the fraternal life:
For the Assumptionist, community life is 
the normal place where we live our faith and 



My Voice at 
the Chapter

Just as Spring with its multiplicity of colours in-
vites us to discover the beauties of nature, so it is 
that I discover the life of our Congregation, in the 
diversity of languages, ideas and points of view 
that help me to appreciate the beauty of the As-
sumption.
For me the General Chapter is a time of grace, a 
time when we are invited to look with the eyes of 
hope and opt for the values of the Kingdom, that 
is to say �ind ways to be light in the midst of the darkness that engulfs 
our society today, leave the security of the boat to move ahead in the 
proclamation of the faith in the midst of new realities.  These days 
have been precious in the discovery of the closeness and affection of 
the brothers.  They help me appreciate more and more this religious 
family to which I belong.
The work is intense.  The preparation and discussion of chapter doc-
uments is done a drop at a time.  Nevertheless there is time to share 
spontaneously with the others as they make every effort for help me 
understand.  It is also gratifying to see, as the days go by, what has 
been done in the elaboration and voting of documents.
Wednesday we had the election of the new Superior general, who 
with his Counsel will guide us in the next six years.  This is a new 
experience for me and I live it seriously, deeply and prayerfully, above 
all keeping clearly in mind that God is the one who guides us and is 
doing great things in each one of us who participate in this General 
Chapter.
Fr. Juan Carlos Cisterna Bastias 
(Provincial Superior, Chile-Argentina)

Our way of working 
during this Chapter 
strikes me as truly 
productive, not so 
much with reference 
to the quantity of 

texts which will be produced, but precise-
ly because of the desire to produce few 
texts, as we place ourselves in continuity 
with what the General Chapter of 2005 
said.   This thought colors my participa-
tion in the group which is studying the 
question of our solidarity with the poor, 
a question which we began to treat with 
the participation of the laity. We shall for-
mulate statements of fact and draw some 
consequences from our perception of the 
world crisis which will be useful to each 
Assumptionist, each community, each 
Province and to the entire Congregation.  
We will not repeat what is found in the 
Rule of Saint Augustine and our Constitu-
tions; but these will need to be re-read in 
the perspective of what we are called to 
live in the years ahead.  If a general con-
sideration is presented, it will always be 
with its practical applications.  I also ap-
preciate this concern to want to connect 
with the concrete life of each Assump-
tionist, so as to provoke not only discus-
sion in community, but true conversions 
of mentality and of behavior. 
There is another aspect that I would like 
to underscore, for it has earned my ad-
miration, and that is the fact that we ar-
rive fairly quickly at a consensus which 
is expressed in unanimous votes.  The 
exchanges are done in truth and each is 
able to express himself in full freedom.  
But in contrast to what is lived in the po-
litical world, here everyone seeks to form 
for himself a common point of view.
Fr. Jean Daniel Gullung
(France)

« They remained faithful to the teaching of the 
apostles, to the brotherhood, to the breaking of 
bread and to the prayers.”  This could be the sum-
mary of the days lived up until now in this Chap-
ter.  Communion is not only veri�ied at the level 
of discussions.  It is tangible in the meetings, the 
get-togethers, the celebrations.  I did not know the 
brothers that the Lord had given me and it is with 
wonder that I discover them now.  The fraternity 

to which we are called circles the earth: from Vietnam to Korea, the 
Philippines to France, from Quebec to the very tip of Chile.  An ever 
larger fraternity.
This Chapter will no doubt be a message issued to the whole of the 
Congregation so we can live better fraternal communion.  I have 
rarely felt as strongly as here in the Chapter this thirst for fraternity.  
Through the exchanges, the reports of the provinces, how can we re-
main insensitive?   We want to face the challenge … and soon we will 
be sent like the Apostles to share with the crowds the bread of frater-
nity and communion.  In our African countries torn by political and 
ethnic con�licts, by distrust and hatred which give rise to all sorts of 
poverty, I think of all my brothers and sisters at Assumption: I sense 
that here at this Chapter I am their heart, their voice, their envoy and 
this �ills me with joy but also with fear before the Lord.
I cannot conclude without thanking Fr. Benoit, a blessing for the Con-
gregation for the mission of Superior General, a mission which he ac-
cepted with humility and simplicity.  He becomes the vector of the 
communion desired by the Congregation. “Duc in altum!”
Fr. Protais Kabila (Nairobi – Africa)



« The joy of the Kingdom»
Prenant possession de la Maison généralice, ce samedi 14 mai, le P. Benoît Grière, 

nouveau Supérieur général, a appelé les religieux à être apôtres de cette joie des disciples 
du Christ. Voici le texte de son homélie

 “It is not you who have chosen me.  
Rather it is I who have chosen you.” We 
do well on this feast of Saint Matthias 
to hear these words of Jesus once again.  
They remind us of a very simple truth at 
the heart of our Chapter:  we have made 
a choice for God in becoming religious, 
but most of all it is God who has chosen 
us in making us his apostles, his friends, 
his sons.  We have responded to a call 
because “from our mother’s womb,” 
the Lord has chosen us.
Matthias was chosen as Judas’ suc-
cessor because Judas went “to his 
destiny.”  Judas could have contin-
ued to limp along the path he had 
chosen, but he strayed and allowed 
himself to be enveloped in despair.  
Jesus called him, Jesus made him 
his friend, but Judas did not go all 
the way in this logic of love; he 
did not accept forgiveness, both 
received and given.  Judas shattered 
communion by his lack of hope and 
faith.
Matthias was chosen by lot.  For-
tunately, we did not use this same 
method to choose a new General 
Council; our Assumptionist con-
frères would have considered us a 
bit daft.  However, we trusted God 
by acknowledging that his Spirit 
could speak to us intimately and 
lead us to make choices.  We did not 
choose by lot, but it also wasn’t our 
job to replace a Judas!
When Jesus expressed himself in 
these terms, he was preparing his 
own passion in Jerusalem.  It was 
the moment of truth when the group of 
disciples would fall apart, from fear and 
because they felt abandoned, but also 
when the family of God would be con-
stituted at the foot of the cross.  Jesus’ 
last testament and the words that we’ve 
heard today are the secret of genuine life 
in God.
God chose us so that we might dwell in 
his love…in order to be firmly estab-
lished and lastingly rooted in divine love.  
To become an apostle of the Lord is to 
dwell in the love of God.  The way is 

simple:  to remain faithful to his com-
mandments.  By profoundly living our 
baptismal vocation, by firmly holding to 
the promises of our religious consecra-
tion, we are certain that the love of God 
will not be lacking.  Like Jesus, we can 
go up to Jerusalem without fear.  We 
can announce the Good News without 
fail and proclaim the Kingdom to all 
nations without weakening.  The apostle 

who follows the commandments has a 
peace in his heart that allows him, at all 
times, to live his mission with peace in 
his heart.
Jesus also gives us his peace.  There are 
so many messengers of sadness that we 
are tempted to believe that the Gospel is 
no longer Good News.  An Assumption-
ist, child of God, established in his love, 
ought to rediscover the joy of being a 
friend of the Beloved.  Jesus gave us his 
Word so that we might be filled with joy.  
Of course, this word is incisive like the 

double-edged sword, but it does not exist 
to wound us.  It is incisive in order to 
enable us to live in the truth.  The Word 
is liberating.  It removes everything that 
is an obstacle to true life.  Thus, it also 
gives us a profound joy that nothing, 
neither men nor the nether world, can 
steal from us.  
Joy should be a characteristic of the 
servant-friend of Jesus.  More and more, 

we have to rediscover joy, and we 
need to share it with the world in 
which we live.  This is no naïve joy 
that is blind to the world’s concerns, 
but the joy invades our heart to the 
point of spilling over around us.  
It is the joy of the Kingdom.  It is 
the joy that enables us to hear the 
music played on the occasion of the 
prodigal son’s return.  It is the joy of 
the angels when they celebrate and 
rejoice upon the return of a sinner to 
his home.
In Jesus, God prefers each indi-
vidual person in the unique way 
that God has of making friends.  We 
are Jesus’ friends if we live in this 
shared intimacy, if we love each 
other with this same love with which 
he loves us.  Doing what Jesus asks 
of us is to invite his love into our 
life, making of our humanity a place 
of exchange like that which united 
Father and Son.  It means loving 
each other the way he loved us.
Augustine reminds us that when 
“we see charity, we see the Trinity.”  
Our communion as sons, as friends, 
as servants is a revelation of the 

Kingdom of God.  One of our elder con-
frères, now deceased, a former Master of 
Novices, Fr. Camille Durand, used to say 
as he approached the end of his life that 
he loved community life more and more 
because it prepared him to encounter 
God, who is a community of love.  He 
was saying the same thing as Saint Au-
gustine.  May we live that community of 
love that makes it possible for us to enter 
into the life of the Trinity.  May we love 
one another, for God has chosen us and 
enables us to enter into His joy.



From our readers

Thank you for helping us live as much 
as possible this important step in the 
life of our Congregation which is the 
General Chapter.
We are following your progress daily 
in your press releases.  We notice that 
the atmosphere is serious but joyful, 
fraternal and serene...
We who  work to the best of our abil-
ity in our communities to hear the 
world and those around us and to 
generate a living and just word, need 
the strength that you are developing 
together to build the future of the 
Congregation.
We will be working all day Saturday 
on the program for the Christian com-
munity at Valpré.  We will try to be as 
inspired as you are!!!
We are delighted with Benoît’s elec-
tion.  We congratulate him and wish 
him the strength and courage that he 
will need.  Regards to all.
Mireille Séguret (Ecully, France)
 
Dear Fr. Benoît,
The Assumptionist community of 
Boxtel has received the news of your 
election.  We are happy and thank 
you for accepting this responsibility.  
God knows how important it is for 
the Congregation at this dif�icult but 
promising time.  We congratulate you 
with all our heart and with you we 
hope that the dif�icult road will lead 
to the Promised Land.
Be assured of our prayer and our very 
fraternal sentiments.  Happy travels.
Fr. Arno Burg
(Netherlands- North Europe)
 
Yesterday we learned of the election 
of the new Superior General of the 
Assumptionists.  Thanks to Fr. Benoît 
for his “Yes”.  The Holy Spirit guided 
you.  We now have a physician of our 
bodies and our souls.  Let us rejoice 
in the Assumption.
We will continue to prayer for you.  
Courage to you all to the end!!!
Sr. Euphrasie Raza�inandrianina
and the Orants of Madagascar

Congratulations!  It is our joy to be 
with you in prayer as you bestow 
this new responsibility on Fr. Benoît 
Grière.  Yes, he is a man of wisdom, 
humility and faith.  The Holy Spirit 
and the members of the Chapter dis-
cerned well.  May the Lord be praised.  
The Assumption and the on-going 
General Chapter remain with us from 
morning till night as we invoke the 
Holy Spirit.  Being a member of our 
own General Chapter, I �ind your re-
�lections very interesting.  Thank you 
and let us advance in the steps of Fr. 
d’Alzon.
Sr. Sylvestrine Hangi, African Orant, 
formator in Argentina.
 
We have been informed of the nomi-
nation of Fr. Benoît Grière at the head 
of your Institute.  Fr. Grière partici-
pated in our CSMF/CSM conferences.  
We are delighted with this news and 
we wish a fruitful mission to the Au-
gustinians of the Assumption in this 
new juncture.
Chair of the Conference of Major 
Superiors on Men and Women of 
France (Corref)
 
Dear Fr. Benoît Grière,
Receive my support in this new mis-
sion that the Lord has placed in your 
hands.  With His help you will know 
how to move forward. May you be a 
Good Shepherd according to the mes-
sage and witness of Jesus Christ, Mes-
siah and Master.  I am very happy that 
you have accepted the responsibility 
of Superior General. I thank you for 
your friendship, frankness and sim-
plicity. I remember with joy the six 

years we shared as members of the 
Council of Congregation and I keep 
you in prayer for all the love and work 
you have.  May the Lord will accom-
pany you for the success our Assump-
tionist mission.  Actually we need to 
cultivate the fact that Jesus needs to 
be the �irst in all things.  I pray the 
Lord that you will be a Good Shep-
herd.  Receive my congratulations, 
my encouragement, with prayer, obe-
dience and fraternity.
Fr. Edgardo Munoz G., a.a. 
(Santiago, Chile)
 

How many visitors have consulted the website www.assumptio.org in the last week.

Today’s Program…

Apostolic orienta�ons

Morning
Plenary Assembly:

- Crea�on of groups “Anima�on”
- A working method for 

“Territorial Organiza�on” 
- 2nd Study of the “Fundamental 

Orienta�ons” document
- Presenta�on by the Provincials 

on “Mobilizing works”

A�ernoon
Plenary Assembly:

- Second study of “Fundamental 
Organiza�on” document

Groups :
- Anima�on


